Israeli Druze upset over editor 

TEL AVIV (R) _ The spiritual leader of Israel's Druze minority assailed 
Israel Television Wednesday for suspending a Druze news editor over a 
magazine article he wrote criticising police for killing Arabs. Israel 
Broadcasting Authority's (IBA) executive committee which controls the 
state television suspended Rafik Halabi late Tuesday from his job as 
editor of the main nightly news show. One committee member accused 
him of incitement. "This is a difficult blow for the Druze in general in 
Israel. This was a crude decision,” said Sheikh Amin Tarif, spritual leader 
of the Druze. The dispute arose from an article Halabi wrote in an Arabic 
weekly magazine criticising Israeli police for the Oct. 8 massacre in 
Jerusalem. About l.S per cent of Israel's 4.7 million citizens are Druze. in 
the army. Halabi was chief editor of Mabat, a half-hour nightly news 
programme which is widely viewed in Israel. Aaron Arel, an executive 
committee member from the Labour Party, said he was working to reverse 
the decision. 
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Tunisia sentences spy to death 

TUNIS (R) — A Tunisian diplomat has been sentenced to death for 
spying and his relatives said be was accused of passing secret documents to 
U S. diplomats. Official sources and lawyers said a criminal court in Turns 
sentenced Lamiri Dali, 58, Tuesday evening after a one-day trial dosed to 
the press and public. Mohammad Ksomi. one of DaK’s lawyers, said Dali 
had appealed against the verdict. He denied reports by Dali's relatives 
that he would be executed at dawn on Thursday. The diplomat, who was 
deputy director for African affaire at the Foreign Ministry in Tunis, was 
arrested at home on Oct. 16. The government newspaper La Prcssc said 
be was caught about to band documents to agents of a foreign power. His 
lawyers declined to implicate the United States but Dali's Belgian -based 
brother-in-law. Noureddine Feijairi. alleged that U-S. diplomats had 
visited him at home on Oct. 16 and the authorities had used this as the 
basis of their case. The Tunisian authorities have also not identified the 
United States as the foreign power involved but they have not denied 
published reports implicating the U.S. embassy. 
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Tunisian Islamists 
say 200 detained 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia’s main 
Islamic movement said Wednes- 
day the authorities had detained 
more than 200 members and 
sympathisers in a campaign 
which started Sunday night. 
Sources close to the government 
have said the detentions are the 
result of inquiries into a group of 
Islamic militants arrested with 
arms and explosives in Novem- 
ber. But the Nahdha (Renaiss- 
ance) movement, which is not 
recognised by the government, 
said Wednesday the aim of the 
campaign was “to eliminate 
everyone who believes in free-, 
dom... and marginalise real and 
active social forces so the ruling 
party can completely monopol- 
ise decision making.” The de- 
tainees include the movement’s 
official spokesman Ali Laaridh, 
and Ziad Doulatli, a member of 
the executive bureau, who were 
both arrested Sunday. 

Iraq accuses Egypt 
of 'cultural 
terrorism’ 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq ac- 
cused Egypt Wednesday of 
“cultural terrorism” in barring it 
from the Cairo International 
Book Fair next month. The Iraqi 
News Agency said 74 packages 
of Iraqi books sent through Am- 
man to Cairo for the fair bad 
been turned back. It said fair 
organisers had invited Iraq to 
take part. The agency quoted a 
senior publishing official as 
saying “what the authorities of 
(Egyptian President) Hosni 
Mubarak have done is classified 
as cultural terrorism." 

Gorbachev names 
deputy from party 

MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev was granted 
broader powers to restore order 
in the Soviet Union on Wednes- 
day and quickly nominated a 
man from the Communist Party 
hierarchy to the newly-created 
post of vice-president. The pow- 
ers, formally approved by the 
Congress of People’s Deputies, 
make Gorbachev, on paper, the 
most powerful leader in the com- 
munist state’s history. He insists 
the new structure is vital to 
protect against “dark forces” 
stalking the country (see page 
8). Gennady Yanayev, nomin- 
ated vice-president, told the con- 
gress Gorbachev would not 
abuse his new position, which 
gives him decisive influence in 
all spheres of economic and poli- 
tical life. "If anybody tries to 
suggest to me that Gorbachev is 
keeping some political monster 
in the shadows and with its help 
will introduce some draconian 
order, then I say this is non- 
sense,” said Yanayev, a grey- 
haired former chief of the trade 
union movement. 

French police deny 
PLO received bomb 

PARIS (R) — Police were called 
to the home of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
representative in Paris, Ibrahim 
Sousse, after he reported receiv- 
ing a suspicious parcel, the 
French Interior Ministry said 
Wednesday. The parcel was 
found to contain books, a 
spokesman said. He denied a 
report carried by the PLO news 
agnecy WAFA in Tunis that 
police blew up a parcel bomb 
delivered to the PLO's Paris 
office. 

Iran says diplomats 
smuggle antiques 

NICOSIA (R) — Diplomats 
from 25 countries have been 
involved in smuggling antiques 
out of Iran, intelligence ministry 
officials said Wednesday. The 
two officials, quoted by the Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA, did not 
disclose the diplomats’ nationali- 
ties. But they told a Tehran news 
conference a number of Iranian 
officials involved in the racket 
had been detained. Among the 
confiscated items shown repor- 
ters was the well-preserved corp- 
se of an old woman estimated to 
have died about 700 to 900 years 
ago, said IRNA. The body was 
dug out of a grave in the central 
desert province of Yazd. The 
officials added that antiques 
seized from five suspects were 
worth at least 650 billion rials 
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U.S.: No dates set 


Crown Prince says diplomatic means 


f Qf talks with liracf not resorted to in Gulf peace efforts 


Baghdad rejects shift in its position 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
said Wednesday that Iraq had 
not agreed to a date for talks 
with Secretary of State James 
Baker, contrary to a report 
issued by an Israeli newspaper. 

The Israeli daily Maariv re- 
ported Wednesday that Baker 
likely will meet Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein in Baghdad on 
Jan. 9. 

Iraq had proposed a meeting 
with Baker on Jan. 12, but Presi- 
dent George Bush rejected that 
date as too close to Jan. 15, the 
date by which the United Na- 
tions says Iraq must withdraw its 
troops from Kuwait or face the 
posable use of force. Bush said 
the latest possible date for such a 
meeting was Jan. 3. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Sondra McCarty re- 
sponded Wednesday to the 
Maariv report by -saying that 
“there has been no Iraqi move- 
ment on the question of dates.” 

She said U.S. diplomats in 
Baghdad had been in almost 
daily contact with Iraqi officials 
in an attempt to resolve the 
issue. 

A White House official said 
the contacts were taking place 
through Joseph Wilson, the U.S. 
charge d'affaires in Baghdad. 

Maariv quoted as its source 
Israeli diplomats it said were 
briefed by U.S. counterparts on 
talks between Washington and 
Baghdad to arrange a Baker 


meeting with President Saddam. 

The newspaper said: "U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
will apparently go to Baghdad 
Jan. 9 for meeting with Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein in a 
last-minute effort to find a com- 
promise in the Gulf crisis.” 

The newspaper said the 
sources believed Baker would 
accept the date despite its close- 
ness to the Jan. 15 deadline. 

Bush has proposed sending 
Baker to meet Saddam in Bagh- 
dad after a preliminary visit to 
Washington by Iraq's foreign 
minister, Tareq Aziz. 

Attempts to set up the calks 
have been stalemated by failure 
to agree on dates for the visits. 
Iraq says it will not have its 
president’s schedule dictated by 
Washington, which has said it 
wanted a date no later than Jan. 
3 for Baker to meet Saddam in 
Baghdad. 

In Baghdad, Charge d’Af- 
faires Wilson said he still hoped 
for a peaceful solution to the 
Gulf crisis. 

With 20 days left before the 
U.N. deadline, Wilson told re- 
porters: "I have not given up 
hope on the diplomatic pro- 
cess.” 

Saddam, in an interview with 
Mexican television shown Tues- 
day night, said Iraq would not 
change its position on dates for 
high-level talks proposed a 
month ago by Bush. . 

“As for as we are concerned, 
we have decided that the date of 


the interview will be Jan. 12,” 
Saddam told Mexican television. 

Saddam said in the interview 
that Kuwait's ousted ruling fami- 
ly would neveT return to govern. 

“We say that with the help of 
God, with the help of the honest 
sons of the Arab Nation... they 
will never again rule in their 
country.” Saddam said, de- 
scribing exiled Sheikh Jaber A1 
Ahmad A1 Sabah as corrupt. 

"The Kuwaiti sheikh used to 
marry every Thursday,” Saddam 
said. "He got to the point where 
he was unable to distinguish 
between his wives and daugh- 
ters... 

“This is the kind of ally sought 
by the United States and Bush, 
the leader of the mightiest power 
in the world, a country that has 
made tremendous progress in 
other fields. 

"This kind of person and rul- 
er, the sheikh of Kuwait, cannot 
be permitted to participate in 
deceiving the Arabs. 

"It is to defend such corrupt 
people that the United States 
has sent its troops to be killed. 
The United States is willing to 
lead all of mankind to the verge 
of war and catastrophe.” 

Saddam said U.S. forces in the 
Gulf, expected to number more 
than 400,000 by Jan. 15, would 
be defeated if war broke out. 

“The U.S. army does not be- 
lieve in what it is doing and it has 
no right to do it. Because it has 

(Continued on page 3) 


Israeli troops kill 
Palestinian in Shati 


OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP (R) 
— Israeli troops Wednesday shot 
dead a Palestinian who allegedly 
stabbed and wounded three 
Israeli soldiers in the occupied 
Gaza Strip on the eve of his 
wedding, an army spokesman 
said. 

Arab doctors who saw the dead 
man's body said he was shot by 
more than 20 bullets from auto- 
matic rifles in the seaside Shati 
refugee camp. 

The killing took place about 
500 metres from a hospital where 
senior Israeli military officials 
were attending a ceremony to 
inaugurate a new wing. 

The army said a Shati resident 
knifed soldiers on patrol wound- 
ing two moderately and one 
lightly 

The killing sparked clashes be- 
tween young Palestinians and sol- 
diers in Shati, residents said. 

Relatives identified the Palesti- 
nian as Alaa Abdul Latif Obeid, 
25, and described him as a devout 
Muslim who was to many on 


Thursday. 

Residents said Obeid may have 
stabbed the soldiers as an act of 
patriotism ahead of his marriage. 

Palestinians in the occupied 
territories waging the three-year- 
old uprising have increased 
attacks on Israeli soldiers, police 
and civilians since the Oct. 8 
massacre riots in which police 
killed over 20 Palestinians. 

Eight Israelis have been killed 
in the attacks over the past two- 
and-a-half months. 

In the southern Gaza refugee 
camp of Rafah, Israeli forces shot 
and wounded a masked Palesti- 
nian in an ambush, Palestinian 
sources said. 

Residents said the man was 
shot while writing graffiti to mark 
the upcoming anniversary of the 
founding of Fateh, the main- 
stream Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) faction, they 
said. 

The army said its forces shot 
and moderately wounded a resir 
dent in Rafah. 


Israel plans 2,200 new 
apartments in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Legislators ac- 
cused the Israeli government 
Wednesday of risking U.S. aid 
for absorbing Soviet immigrants, ' 
by erecting hundreds of trailer 
homes and apartments in the 
occupied territories. 

About 100,000 Israelis live 
among 1.7 million Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The United States objects to 
these settlements and considers 
them an obstacle to peace 
efforts. 

Haim Oron of the Socialist 
Mapam Party said Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon told par- 
liament's Finance Committee 
Monday that 1,000 trailers and 
another 1,200 apartments would 
be go up in the West Bank and 
Gaza in the coming year. 

Another 300 trailer homes 
have been moved into occupied 
territories in the past year, Oron 
quoted Sharon as adding. 

Oron said Sharon insisted the 
government was not steering 
Soviet immigrants to the occu- 
pied territories, in keeping with 
American conditions for $100 


million in loan guarantees voted 
by Congress this year. 

But Oron argued that a hous- 
ing shortage in Israel could easi- 
ly propel immigrants to the occu- 
pied territories. 

“People go where there are 
apartments, whether they are 
immigrants or old timers,” Oron 
said. 

"Sharon, never said it was 
being built for immigrants, but I 
think he's putting the issue at 
risk, since the Americans are 
unequivocally against their 
money reaching the territories,” 
Oron added. 

A communique from Sharon's 
office said a total of 33,000 
trailers were to be purchased 
over the next year but did not 
say where they would be parked. 

Sharon’s spokesman, Nimrod 
Granit, was not available at his 
office to comment. 

Sharon, a former defence 
minister, has spearheaded the 
Jewish settlement effort in the 
occupied territories since 1977, 
when he first joined an Israeli 
cabinet as agriculture minister. 
' Labour leader Shimon Peres 


has also accused the government 
of indirectly pushing immigrants 
to move to the occupied territor- 
ies by moving trailers there. 

"Once the trailers are built 
there they will say, we have no 
choice, the immigrants have no 
place to live and they will be 
forced to move there,” Peres 
was quoted as telling a party 
forum Dec. 13. 

Soviet immigration has total- 
led more than 170,000 this year, 
and housing starts have fallen far 
short of demand. 

Immigrant families are doubl- 
ing up in apartments in some 
Israeli towns, and many arriving 
in the past month have been put 
up temporarily in hotels and 
army bases. 

. Construction of housing plan- 
ned for inside Israel has been 
lagging. 

Israeli reports say construc- 
tion is underway on less than 
half of 15,000 apartments plan- 
’ ned for this year. 

They said Sharon promised 
the committee that all would be 
in the building process by the 
end «f the fiscal vwar in Anril 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday called on all parties 
involved in the Gulf crisis to give 
political options the chance to 
succeed. 

Any unconditional Iraqi with- 
drawal from Kuwait should lead 
to direct negotiations and under- 
standing among the two parties, 
Iraq and Kuwait, the Prince said 
in an interview with the 
Japanese Kyodo news agency. 

He warned that unless enough 
attention was given to dialogue, 
it would be very difficult for tbe 
situation to be averted from 
moving towards violence and 
war. 

The prince called for effective 
discussion in European and the 
U.S. Congress on the situation 
in the Gulf and tbe possibilitiy of 
war in the region. 

Noting that Iraq has said that 
it is committed in principle to a 
negotiated solution to the crisis, 
the Crown Prince said: “There 
must be an official and dignified 
echo to their viewpoint.” 

The Crown Prince said statements 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker that partial withdrawal was 
not enough obstruct tbe process of 
even a partial withdrawal. 

The Crown Prince said Jordan 
would not allow itself to be used as 
passageway for anyone. 

In reply to a question, be said: 

“The issue is not whether we are 


with them (tbe United States) or 
against them. We agree with them in 
democracy and social justice bur we 
disagree with them in views. And for 
this reason we didn't participate in 
the multi-national forces stationed in 
the Gulf,” he said. 

Prince Hassan deplored the recent 
U.N. Security Council resolution on 
protection of Palestinains in the 
occupied territories because it lacks 
reference lo the long-awaited 
Mideast peace conference. 

The Prince said Jordan was plan- 
ning to arrange a round-table confer- 
ence by Jan. 5 to review the King- 
dom’s economic conditions resulting 
from tbe Gulf crisis. 

He said be was impressed by 
Japan's prompt response to Jordan's 
calls for help due to the crisis. 

Following is the text of the inter- 
view in a question and answer form: 

Q: It seems that the Gulf crisis will 
be peacefully resolved as a result of 
the American proposal for direct 
dialogue with Iraq and the release of 
all hostages by Iraq. At that time we 
had believed that there was a secret 
agreement between the United 
States and Iraq. Is that a misunder- 
standing? 

A: There is a feeling that the U.S. 
will hang tough on the political and 
military decision making on behalf of 
the alliance until the 15th of January. 
Hanging tough does not exdude ... 
direct talks. So in a sense we have 
this contradiction. Both sides esca- 
lating their rhetoric, a very personal- 
ised and very heated exchange, both 
sides at the same time stating they do 
not exdude direct talks. So it is 


contradictory but at the same time I 
think aQ eyes are on what happens 
after the 15th. This does not exclude, 
God forbid, the possibility of a freak 
inddent starting a conflict bat it 
would seem the 15th is tbe deadline 
to which the United States has com- 
mitted itself on behalf of the 
alliance. 

The statements in particular with 
reference to the possible involve- 
ment of Israel in a broader conflict 
have underlined what we have said 
for tbe last three months that unless 
and until focus is given to the direct 
issue i.e the Iraq-Kimait conflict, it 
is very very difficult indeed to avoid 
a situation of generalised instability 
and violence in the broader Middle 
East region. 

Q: So what is Jordan going to do 
until January 15 for a peaceful solu- 
tion or to avoid war after Jan. 15? 
A: Clearly our contact with the 
Algerian leadership continues dear- 
ly as the situation escalate in terms of 
accusations and counter-accusations, 
dearly, as we come doser to tbe 
deadline of military action, the situa- 
tion will invite a greater debate and 
in particular I believe in Europe and 
in the continuing discussion in the 
U.S. Congress. 

Q: Do you support the idea .of a 
mini- Arab summit among Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait or the 
PLO and Jordan, or other parties 
concerned? 

A: I would not specify individual 
participants but 1 believe that any 
inter-Arab meeting would be wel- 
come provided the mind-set, the 
psychology of war, changes to invite 


an exhaustion of the diplomatic op- 
tion. Today the diplomatic option 
has not even been adequately ex- 
plored, lei alone exhausted. 

1 would say again, as I have said 
many times, non-conditional with- 
drawal should lead to an understand- 
ing between the belligerents. Iraq 
and Kuwait, most directly. If you 
recall the international troop move- 
ment was intended to secure the 
defence of Saudi Arabia — this has 
been achieved — and to work to- 
wards the restoration of Kuwait. Up 
to this moment one hopes that the 
presence of these overwhelmingly 
large forces in tbe region are di- 
plomacy through other means. 
However, as I said, tbe personalisa- 
tion of the diplomacy of the air 
waves, the exchange of insults, tbe 
heated rhetorics, the discussion of 
broader issues including the possibil- 
ity of the involvement of Israel which 
means a general war in tbe Middle 
East region, is neither called for by 
the United Nations resolutions nor is 
it in the broader strategic interest of 
the world economy or of tbe world 
political landscape in the aftermath 
of tbe cold war. 

Q: How do you think of Iraq's partial 
withdrawal from Kuwait as a com- 
promise option? 

A: I believe that the Iraqis have 
committed themselves to the princi- 
ple of withdrawal in discussion with 
numerous visitors to Baghdad. 
However, there has to be a dignified 
bearing. There has to be an official 
echo. Thus for the statement by 


(Continued on page 5) 


Brickbats and bouquets for government’s 
information policy in Lower House 
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Palestinians said 20 Rafah resi- 
dents were wounded in dashes 
with the army sparked by the 
shooting. 

In the occupied West Bank city 
of Hebron, Israeli soldiers shot 
an elderly Palestinian man in tbe 
head, seriously wounding him, 
witnesses said. 

He was identified as Abdallah 
Hamdan, 60, former director of 
the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) in Hebron. 
Witnesses said he did not obey an 
army order to stop and was shot 
in Iris car. 

Three Jewish West Bank set- 
tlers were freed from prison 
Wednesday after serving less than 
seven years of a life term for 
killing three Palestinian students 
and maiming two West Bank 
mayors in the early 1980s. 

Scores of chanting and dancing 
settlers carried the three on their 
shoulders out of Maasiyahu pris- 
on in the central town of Ramie, 
(see page 2) 


By Abdullah H a s a nat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government’s 
information policy came under 
heavy attack Wednesday from 
both the left and tbe right at the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

“The guardians of our media 
today... are not fit to lead the 
country’s information policy,” 
charged Muslim Brotherhood 
Deputy Fuad Khalafat in a leng- 
thy statement. 

“They assassinated our 
national identity,” the deputy 
said in a fiery 14-page speech. 

"(This is) not fair,” countered 
the prime minister, Mr. Mudar 
Badran. 

"We have a developed and 
modern media that is recognised 
by friend and foe alike,” Badran 
said at the end of the four-hour 
debate. "Our enemies know 
this,” the prime minister added. 


The debate on the govern- 
ment’s information policy was 
initiated by Deputy Ahmad 
Oweidi Abbadi a few weeks ago 
when he asked the information 
minister, Mr. Ibrahim Izzeddin, 
to explain his ministry's policy 
towards the Gulf crisis. 

Izzeddin at that time, as in 
yesterday’s session, said that 
Jordan’s information policy had 
contributed to a better under- 
standing of Jordan’s position. 

Fakhri Kawar, a Democratic 
Bloc deputy from Fuheis, also 
criticised the government’s poli- 
cy but did not go along with the 
Brotherhood line. 

Commenting on Deputy 
Khalafat’s charge that 70 per 
cent of Jordan Television prog- 
rammes were foreign made, 
Kawar insisted that foreign prog- 
rammes were useful “to enable 

(Continaed on page 3) 


Geagea describes new 
cabinet as blow to peace 


AMMAN — Tbe Lower House of Parliament Wednesday passed 
a law that deprives women from the same share of land 
inheritance as stipulated in 1914 Ottoman legislation. 

Tbe new law, the Transfer of Fixed Assets Law, decrees that 
Islamic Sharia and current civil status laws should form the basis 
for the transfer of private-owned land to the heirs. 

The new four-article law cancels in its article 3 the Ottoman law 
that, according to a government explanatory paper, made equal 
■ the share of men and women heirs. 

That law contradicts Islamic Sharia and "many Islamic scholars 
criticised Jordan” for keeping that law in its books, the 
explanatory paper said in explanation of the reasons behind 
introducing the new law. 

The new law be passed by tbe House "as proposed by the 
government, the Legal Committee of the House said in its report 
to the House. 

Tbe committee, headed by Muslim Brotherhood Deputy 
Ahmad Kofahi, includes members from most political trends in 
Parliament including Mansour Murad and Fans Nabulsi from the 
Democratic Bloc. 


Khamenei says Rushdie 
death sentence stands 


GHEDRAS, Lebanon (R) — 
The leader of Lebanon’s 
strongest Christian militia said 
'Wednesday the country’s new 
“unity government” was an 
obstacle to peace. 

“The way the government was 
formed will thwart the (peace) 
march,” Samir Geagea, chief of 
the 10,000-strong hardline 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia, 
told a news conference. 

The LF and its allies the 
Falange Party have criticised the 
30-member cabinet named Mon- 
day as being dominated by pio- 
Syrian groups. 

Geagea called on the Arab 
League committee that spon- 
sored a peace pact for Lebanon 
last year to meet urgently "to 
rescue tbe pact before it is too 
late.” 

The pact, signed in the Saudi 
resort of Taif , proposed forma- 
tion of a unity cabinet. 

It gave the Muslim majority 
an equal say in Lebanon’s 
Christian-dominated political 
system, provided for the dis- 
banding of all private armies and 
envisaged strong relations with 
Syria. 

Newly-appointed Prime 
Minister Omar Karami formed 
the cabinet in a bid to bring 
together Christian and Muslim ■ 
warlords. 

Bat Geagea said the way Karami 
was chosen by Syrian-backed 
President EKas Hrawi, and the 
momination of the government, 
was a ‘Theatrical farce.” 

He described the new govern- 
ment as “un-Lebanese, unba- 
lanced and full of corrupt minis- 
ters.’’ 


Samir Geagea 

Geagea said be might fry to 
prevent the new cabinet obtain- 
ing a vote of confidence from 

parliament. 

“There is a big parliamentary 
trend against the present govern- 
ment ... this administration is a 
national and political violation 
to the Taif accord,” he said. 

Geagea, who married last 
week, interrupted his honey- 
moon to head a meeting of 
Christian leaders Tuesday night 
to discuss strategy. 

Karami included seven militia 
chiefs m his government, the 
biggest in Lebanon’s history. 
Three are Muslims and four are 
Christians. 

The only main group excluded 
is the pro-Iranian HizboUah, 
which is believed to be holding 
12 Western hostages. The 5,000- 
strong group wants an Iranian- 
style Islamic republic in Leba- 
non 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iranian 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said Wednesday the 
death order against British au- 
thor Salman Rushdie was still in 
force despite his repentance. 

"As the iman (the late Ayatol- 
lah Rofaollah Khomeini) said, 
the Islamic decree about the 
author of The Satanic Verses’ 
remains unchanged even if he 
repents and becomes the most 
pious man of his time," Tehran 
Radio quoted him as saying in .a 
statement released by his office. 

Tbe Indian-born novelist, in 
hiding since Khomeini ordered 
his death for blasphemy 22 
months ago, renewed his faith in 
Islam Monday and disavowed 
anti-Muslim sentiments express- 
ed by characters in his book. 

Tehran Radio quoted 
Khamenei as saying that “God 
willing, from now on no one will 
dare insult the great messenger 
of God, and Islamic sanctities.” 

Khamenei said Rushdie’s 
attempts to repent from publica- 
tion of the book would do him 
no good. 

In his statement Monday, 
Rushdie stated that he would not 
seek to have a paperback edition 
of the novel printed and would 
not allow its translation into any 
more languages. 

The book has sold one million 
copies and has been translated 
into 15 languages. 

Mocking Rushdie's gesture, 
the radical Jomhuri Islami (Isla- 
mic Republic) daily stressed that 
the death sentence was irrevoc- 
able, and called on Rushdie to 
prepare for death. 

Tf Rushdie’s repentance and 


his return to Islam are seen as a 
sign of bis braveness, naturally it 
is necessary that he shows grea- 
ter braveness and prepares him- 
self for death,” the Farsi- 
language daily said Wednesday. 

“He will die anyway but he 
will be better off to choose his 
way to eternal salvation 
courageously before a son of 
Islam fires the coup de grace,” it 
added. 

Rushdie has been in hiding 
since Kbomenei called for his 
death, and Tehran put a million- 
doDar bounty on his bead. 

Iran cut diplomatic ties with 
Britain over the Rushdie affair 
saying Britain had defamed 
Islam by allowing “The Satanic 
Verses” to-be published. 

The ties were restored Sept. 
27 after British officials publicly 
conceded tbe book had offended 
Muslims and said the govern- 
ment had no wish to do so. 

Khamenei said Wednesday 
that Rushdie’s gesture demons- 
trated that “Western arrogance 
has bees forced to retreat step- 
by-step-.” 

He added that "tbe edict, and 
the commitment of Muslims 
around the world to implement 
H, is showing its first results.” 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, who has attempted 
to gradually rebuild Iran's ties 
with the West, has not rescinded 
the death edict. But his suppor- 
ters have indicated they are will- 
ing to let the decree lapse. 

Jomhuri Eslami reflects the 
thinking of. hardliners who 
oppose Rafsan jam’s attempts to 
open up Iran’s foreign policy and 
liberalise Iranian society. 
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Embargo enforcers 
block ‘peace ship’ 
en route to Basra 


BAHRAIN fAP) — Warning 
shots were fired when crew and 
members of a female peace de- 
legation aboard an Iraqi vessel 
resisted a U.S- marine boarding 
team in a pre-dawn intercept 
Wednesday. 

In a 30-minute fracas the 
marines, who landed on the ship 
by helicopter, were forced to fire 
warning shots, plus a smoke 
grenade and a noisemaker gre- 
nade “for crowd control," said 
navy spokesman Mark Neuhart. 

He said that the trouble 
started when the boarding party 
approached the pilot house of 
the freighter Ben Khaldoon 
“and a number of the crew 
attempted to hold the boarding 
party members back and grab 
their weapons." 

In the process, “one of our 
guys was knocked over by one of 
the women." He said no 
weapons were used against the 
marines. 

The Iraqi master of the Ben 
Khaldooon claimed that there 
were “some injuries" during the 
boarding. "A U.S. navy doctor 
has been dispatched to investi- 
gate." said Neuhart. 

The 11.333-tonne general car- 
go vessel was carrying about 240 
passengers and a 40-member Ira- 
qi crew, plus approximately 800 
tonnes of sugar, said the navy 
spokesman. 

Iraqi and pro-Iraqi Arab press 
reports have called the Ben 
Khaldoon as "the peace ship" 
and said it was sailing to the 
Iraqi port of Basra in a demon- 
stration of support for Iraq and 
its initiatives for solving the Gulf 
crisis. 

Shipping sources estimated 
the number of the women 
aboard at 120. They said they 
were leftists from Arab. Euro- 
pean and other countries. 

The vessel refused to stop for 
a search after "repeated re- 
quests" when first intercepted by 
die Australian guided missile fri- 
gate HMS Sydney at about 1.45 
a.m (2145 GMT Tuesday). 

Multinational boarding teams 
of U.S.. British and Australian 
marines were transported to the 
Ben Khaldoon by small boat and 
helicopter, acco/ding to the U.S. 
and British reports. *?:» 

The Sydney, five U.S. 
warships and the British frigate 
HMS Brazen were involved in 
the intercept, part of a four- 


month-old embargo in which the 
U.S. navy alone has challenged 
5.888 vessels, boarded 714 and 
diverted 30 mainly in the Ara- 
bian or Red Sea. 

A British Defence Ministry 
spokesman, quoted by the Press 
Association in London, said that 
U.S. marines led a joint board- 
ing operation, which included a 
team from the Brazen and Au- 
stralian marines. 

The British spokesman said 
the operation was carried out 
near Masirah Island, off the 
coast of Oman. 

No shots were fired by the 
British and there were no in- 
juries. The British boarding par- 
ty was landed on the ship by 
helicopter, he said. 

The Ben Khaldoon, which 
gave its origin of voyage as 
Aden. Yemen, and said it was 
heading for the Iraqi port of 
Basra, was escorted to a nearby 
anchorage where it was still held 
12 hours later. 

The master would have to 
agree to discharge his sugar car- 
go before being allowed to pro- 
ceed through the Hormuz for the 
trip to Basra, but the passengers 
could proceed. Neuhart said. 

Sugar is covered by the gener- 
al embargo against shipments to 
Iraq under U.N. sanctions aimed 
at pressuring Iraq into ending its 
occupation of Kuwait. 

U.S. navy warships, sup- 
ported by British. French and 
other Western naval units, are 
enforcing Lhe embargo by stop- 
ping and searching vessels sus- 
pected of canying prohibited 
goods to Iraq. 

Most of the interceptions are 
made in the Arabian Sea before 
the ships pass the Strait of Hor- 
muz to sail up the Gulf to Iraq. 
Others have been carried out in 
the Red Sea to prevent goods 
from reaching through Jordan. 

The Ben Khaldoon went 
through the Suez Canal in mid- 
December coming from Algeria. 
Arab press reports had reported. 

The reports at the time said 
the vessel was picking up sup- 
porters of Iraq. 

Baghdad Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia said the women aboard 
the Ben Khaldoon were from 10 
Arab countries plus Italy, China, 
the United States and Japan. - 

It, said the ship was a- “chal- 
lenge to all traitors to the Arab 
Nation and enemies of peace.” 


Moscow sends two envoys to 
Iraq amid evacuation plans 


MOSCOW (Ri — The Soviet 
Union has sent two high-ranking 
envoys to Baghdad and plans to 
complete evacuation of its 
nationals from Iraq by Jan. 10. 
the Foreign Ministry said 
Wednesday. 

Spokesman Vitaly Churkin 
said the two envoys would meet 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz and other senior officials to 
discuss issues including the eva- 
cuation plans. 

Asked if they would help 
negotiate a settlement to the 
Gulf crisis. Churkin said: “They 
will discuss a variety of things.” 

Almost all of the 1,700 Soviet 
experts and advisers working 
under contract would be brought 
home by Jan. 10. five days be- 
fore the United Nations deadline 
for Iraq to pull out of Kuwait. 
Churkin said. 

“This is a final schedule. Our 
goal is to evacuate the Soviets by 
Jan. 10." he said, adding that 
those who wished to remain be- 
hind would be permitted to do 


“The final say is up to the 
people who remain there despite 
the dangers that might arise,” 
Churkin said. 

Since the Gulf crisis began. 
1,634 Soviet nationals had left 
Iraq, Churkin said. 

In addition to the two envoys 
— Vasily Kolotusha, head of the 
Foreign Ministry Middle East 
Department, and Igor Belousov, 
deputy chairman of the Soviet 
Council of Ministers — Moscow 
is also sending its deputy oil and 
gas minister and the deputy 
minister for economic relations 
to Iraq. 

“The Iraqi side insists that 
commitments should be precise- 
ly defined, stemming from the 
termination of our contracts.” 
Churkin said, in a reference to 
Soviet experts whose contracts 
have not yet expired. 

“And it was found reasonable 
to hold talks at the high level and 
to formalise further agree- 
ments,” he said. 


| Sheikh 
Jaber 
visits 
China 

BEUTNG (AP) — Kuwait's ex- 
iled ruler met Wednesday with 
Chinese President Yang Shang- 
kun as pan of efforts to increase 
international pressure to force 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait. 

The official Xinhua news 
agency said Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen also met with the 
Kuwaiti emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 
Sabah. The repon provided no 
details of the discussions. 

Chinese lined the street to 
greet the emir the as he arrived 
at the state guesthouse in Beij- 
ing. Some waved miniature 
Kuwaiti flags and other held 
“Free Kuwait” posters. 

• Sabah planned to brief 
Chinese officials on a summit of 
six Gulf states that concluded 
Tuesday in Qatar with a call for 
Iraq to end its occupation of 
Kuwait and reinstate the A1 
Sabah family as rulers. Xinhua 
said the emir flew directly to 
Beijing from the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) summit. 

This is the first time a Kuwaiti 
emir has visited China. Xinhua 
said. 

The emir’s diplomatic mission 
comes a week after a private 
Kuwaiti delegation visited Beij- 
ing to find out what China's 
position on the Gulf crisis would 
be after Jan. 15, the deadline set 
in a U.N. Security Council re- 
solution authorising a military 
strike to dislodge Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait. 

Members of the delegation 
said they were satisfied with the 
talks, but declined to provide 
specifics. 

Kuwaiti officials have express- 
ed gratitude for China's support 
in international efforts to end 
the Gulf crisis, even though the 
Beijing government abstained 
on the use-of-force resolution. 

China had supported all pre- 
vious U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions aimed at ending Iraq’s 
occupation of Kuwait. China 
was the only permanent member 
of the council that refused to 
support the measure allowing 
force, which was^ approved by a 
vote of 12-2. 

Kuwait's ambassador to (Tu- 
na, Abdul” Hameed A1 Buaijqp. 
said after the vote that his gov- 
ernment understood China's 
position and was pleased that it 
did not veto the measure. 

China has said all efforts to 
solve the Gulf crisis peacefully 
must be exhausted. Qian also 
has said China refused to sup- 
port the measure allowing milit- 
ary force because of the U.N. 
role in the Korean war. 


Israel releases 3 
‘underground’ terrorists 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel 
freed three Jewish terrorist 
leaders Wednesday who served 
less than seven years each of 
their life sentences for killing 
Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank. 

At Ramie prison near Tel 
Aviv, dozens of supporters 
greeted the three freed West 
Bank settlers as beros. But 
critics assailed the release, 
saying Arabs regularly served 
longer sentences for lesser 
crimes. 

President Chaim Herzog re- 
duced their jail terms three times 
— the last time to 10 years — 
and the prison authority cut 
them further for good be- 
haviour. 

Menachem Livni. Shaul Nir 
and Ita Sharbaf were the last 
three of a 25-member terrorist 
group released from prison. 
They were convicted in 1985 of a 
1983 machine-gun killing of 
three Arabs at Hebron's Islamic 
College. More than 30 people 
were wounded in the attack. 

The release coincides with 
mounting pressure inside Prime 
Minister Yithzak Shamir’s right- 
wing government to crack down 
on Palestinians waging the three- 
year-old uprising in the West 
Bank and occupied Gaza Strip. 

Dovish Israelis demonstrated 


at the low-security prison against 
the release, which was only sym- 
bolic since the three men, obser- 
vant Jews, had been studying at 
a Jerusalem seminary for several 
months as part of court-ordered 
rehabilitation. 

The so-called “Jewish under- 
ground” maimed two West Bank 
Arab mayors in 1980 bombings, 
planted bombs on 16 Arab buses 
and plotted to destroy Jeru- 
salem’s Ai Aqsa mosque. Islam's 
third holiest shrine. 

Under pressure from Israeli 
hardliners. Shamir's government 
this month defied international 
condemnation and ordered four 
Gaza Strip Arabs expelled. 

Settler leaders said the 
“underground” had sought re- 
venge for the killing of six 
Israelis in Hebron m 1980. Their 
campaign made them heros 
among Jewish settlers and right- 
ist politicians said they should be 
freed. 

Herzog, a former member of 
the opposition Labour Party, de- 
fended his May 1989 decision to 
commute the jail terms to 10 
years saying Livni, Nir and Shar- 
baf had expressed “unequivocal 
regret for their actions and re- 
nounced the path they took.” 

But his action, during a surge 
m Jewish vigilante attacks on 
Arabs, aroused criticism. 


Somali rebels reject 
government proposal 


NAIROBI (R) — One of Soma- 
lia's main rebel groups has dis- 
missed government plans to 
legalise opposition parties and 
end 17 years of one-party rule. 

The radio of the Somali 
National Movement (SNM). 
monitored in Nairobi, said 
democratic parties would be set 
up after embattled President 
Mohammad Siad Barre was 
overthrown. 

“There will be democratic 
political parties which will be 
true representatives of the peo- 
ple when the war against the 
dictator Siad (Barre) has been 
won.” the radio quoted an SNM 
spokesman as saying. 

The SNM broadcast Tuesday 
evening was made 24 hours after 
the - government suddenly 
announced- ■» new law. to lake 
effer immediately, .allowing . 
opppsitjpn political parties, to. . 
contest -a general election sche- 
duled for February 1991. 

The announcement followed 
fresh fighting on the edge of the 
capital Mogadishu Sunday be- 
tween government troops and 
rebels believed to belong to a 
second rebel group, the United 
Somali Congress (USC). 

The USC, which is linked in a 
loose alliance with the SNM and 


three other rebel groups, has yet 
to react, but the SNM described 
the move on multi-parties as a 
futile exercise, saying no party 
independent of Siad Barre could 
be formed. 

“These utterances by the 
Mogadishu regime are tanta- 
mount to a distress call coming 
from a dying regime and should 
therefore be ignored....” the 
radio said. 

The SNM controls most of the 
north of the country where 
heavy fighting since 1988 has 
pinned down much of Siad Bar- 
re's army and forced some 
400,000 people to flee into 
Ethiopia. 

Under a new constitution 
announced in October. Siad 
Barre — who has ruled since ’ 
•1969 — stepped down- as 
secretary-general of the ruling 
Somali Revolutionary Socialist 
Party. 

On paper, the new constitu- 
tion offers press freedom, 
guarantees human rights, free 
expression and social stability. 

But the SNM and the other 
rebel groups have dismissed it as 
a ploy by Siad Barre to win more 
time and rejected peace talks 
while he remains in power. 


Tehran 

hails 

GCC 

shift 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran, wel- 
comed overtures from Gulf 
Arab states, said Wednesday it 
was ready to discuss a security 
arrangement with them to keep 
big powers out of the region. 

Hie closing statement at a 
summit of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) Tuesday 
announced it would seek im- 
proved relations with Tehran. 

“The Islamic Republic of 
Iran, welcomed positive points 
in the latest communique, con- 
siders it a step towards expan- 
sion of ties with council mem- 
bers,” Tehran Radio quoted 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Morteza Sarmadi as saying. 

The six-member GCC. 
formed 10 years ago, was a 
prime backer of Iraq during its 
1980-88 war against Iran. 

Iran was ready to “discuss 
with Persian Gulf littoral states 
the... principles of cooperation 
to guarantee security of the re- 
gion away from any influence of 
foreign powers and in the in- 
terests of the Muslim people of 
the region." Sarmadi said. 

He also urged Iraq to with- 
draw from Kuwait to eliminate 
the reason for the presence of 
U.S.-led foreign forces in the 
region, reported the radio. 

A hardline Iranian newspaper 
said Sunday the GCC was set up 
as a U.S. plot and should be 
disbanded. 

“The council is in fact the 
product of an American plan. 
The objective of the United 
States was to establish a security 
belt round the southern borders 
of the Islamic Republic and thus 
interfere in the affairs of the 
region.” Jomhuri Eslami said in 
an editorial carried by the 
national news agency IRNA. 

The paper said a new alliance 
should be formed with [ran as 
the dominating force. 

The GCC announced during 
its four-day summit in Doha, its 
first since Iraq's Aug. 2 seizure 
of Kuwait, that it had started 
talks with Iran on future security 
arrangements. 

The main stumbling block is 
Iran’s I&k of diplomatic' rela- 
tions with Saudi Arabia, hosting 
the bulk of the multinational 
forces preparing for war against 
Iraq. 

Tehran’s Shi'ire revolutionary 
leaders have deep ideological 
and political differences with the 
conservative. Sunni kingdom. 
Hes were cut in 1988 after riots 
in Mecca in which more than 400 
people, most of them Iranians, 
were killed. 


Clampdown in Chad after three killed 


N’DJAMENA (R) — Chad's 
new government said Wednes- 
day all bouses in the capital 
would be searched for arms and 
anyone firing in the air would be 
shot on sight after three people 
were killed and 50 wounded in 
Christmas shootings. 

The government of President 
Idris Deby, who took power on 
Dec. 1 after overthrowing His- 
sene Habre's eight-year adminis- 
tration. said an arsenal had been 
looted and armed individuals 
were threatening the public. 

“As early as 1“ Wednesday i 
measures will be taken to 
conduct a full search of each 
house in N'djamena in order to 
take back those weapons." a 
Deby aide said, reading from the 
statement. 


“I would like to state... with- 
out ambiguity that the order has 
been given to all patrol units to 
shoot on sight anyone firing into 
the air." he added. 

Sporadic gunfire was heard 
throughout the night between 
Monday and Tuesday, causing 
panic in many areas of N'djame- 
na. 

But the government statement 
gave no indication who was re- 
sponsible and did not link the 
incidents with pro-Habre ele- 
ments. 

Giving the casualty figures, 
hospital sources said one of the 
three people killed was a former 
aide-de-camp of Colonel Wadel 
Abdul Kadcr Kamougue. south- 
ern Chad's military commander 
for manv vears. 


Witnesses said the former 
aide. Sergeant Alingar. was shot 
dead in the capital's Kabalaye 
area on Monday night by men of 
Deby's Popular Salvation Move- 
ment (MPS). 

The MPS is a coalition of 
several armed factions and its 
executive committee is acting as 
Chad's ruling political body. The 
state council is in day-to-day 
charge of government affairs. 

Deby has promised multi- 
party democracy and free elec- 
tions but the first party which 
tried to register last week was 
told the move was premature. 

Habre and some of his closest 
lieutenants have found asylum in 
Senegal but the number two 
figure in his administration. 
Gouara Lassou, returned to 


N'djamena Wednesday. 

Lassou. who was under police 
protection . was agriculture 
minister and executive secretary 
of Habre's Unir Party. 

The MPS soldiers who entered 
N'djamena this month struck di- 
plomats and other observers as 
disciplined. 

But residents spoke Wednes- 
day of a new climate of insecur- 
ity due to the large numbers of 
firearms in circulation. 

After 20 years of civil war 
Chad has become home to a 
plethora of armed frictions. De- 
pending cm which warlord is in 
power, some militias cohabit un- 
easily inside the official army 
while others take exile in neigh- 
bouring Sudan or Libya. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq’s ambassador to Australia to return 

CANBERRA fR) — Iraq's ambassador to Australia, Afif Issa Al 
Raw! is retiring and is due to return to Baghdad next week, tiic 
Australian Associated Press (AJ^I repmd^mb^r sWf 
Wednesday denied Rawi's trip had been ordered by Prcjctoft 
Sm Hussein as pari of moves to pd Ml Jus ^nb^do« 
from key Western nations involved in the U-N.-sponsored agon, 
against Iraq, AAP said. The staff also demed the Canberra 
embassy would be reduced in size. But the staff, did not know 
when /replacement ambassador would be rent *9® 1 
has been ambassador since November 1988 and had readied 
retirement age, the staff said without giving his age. Further 
comment from the embassy was not available. ra. 

Fez court sentences rioters to jail terms" 

* An at fR) A court in -Fez handed out prison sentences 

ranging from one to seven years Tuesday to a total of 40 people 
artSted during riots on Dec. 14 and 15, the Moroc^ news 
agency said Wednesday. The riots were sparked off by a 24-hoor 
general strike called by two opposition ttade muons, 1 Umon 
Generale des Travaflleurs Marocams (UGTM) and the Confed- 
eration Democratique du Travail (CDT). The accused were 
ebaxged with rebellion, armed and unlawful assembly on a public 
highway, destruction of buildings, attacks on private property and 
interfering with the right to work. Twelve o there were acquitted. 

First Iraqi information minister dies 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Mohammad Sidiq Shanshal, the first 
information minister appointed after Iraq became a republic 32 
years ago, has died, newspapers reported Wednesday. He was 80. 
The newspaper reports said Shanshal died Tuesday. One paper 
dted the cause of death as “old age and poor health.” Shanshal 
was a key civilian figure who helped the army topple die 
monarchy in a coup in July 1958. He was then leader of the Istfltlal 
(Independence) parly. After the coup, Shanshal was appointed 
minister of information in the government the army formed under 
General Abdul Karim Qassim. He later broke up with Qassiro 
and resigned as minister of information over Qassim’s Arao 
policies and his relations with Egypt. Shanshal, like many other 
pan-Arab politicians in Iraq at the time, favoured a union with 
Egypt. Shanshal declined to take part in subsequent governments. 

Spanish sailors strike 

CADIZ. Spain (R) — The crew of a Spanish merchant ship went 
on strike Wednesday, demanding that the government use only 
volunteer crews for the vessel that has been ordered to move 
French troops to the Gulf. A spokesman for the General 
Workers' Union (UGT) said the union was not opposed to the 
ship J J.Sister going to the Gulf but its crew had to be made up of 
volunteers. 

Congressman wants allies to give more 

WASHINGTON (R) — The Democratic leader of the U.S. 
House of Representatives criticised Germany, Japan and Saudi 
Arabia Wednesday for failing to shoulder a fair share of the 
financial burden in the Calf crisis. “As it stands now, they're 
going to only pay about 30 per cent of the costs of Operation 
Desert Shield,” Dick Gephardt of Missouri said in an interview 
on NBCs Today show. And they haven't even paid in the pledges 
that come up to 30 per cent. I think frankly we haven’t been tough 
enough or strong enough in asking the allies to do their part," he 
added. He said Saudi Arabia had “pledged four billion dollars so 
far: they’ve got to do a lot better as well.” He said the United 
.Stares should press its allies for more contributions to the 
multinational forces deployed in and around Sapdi^rafaia., Asked 
about Japan’s and Germany's financial contributions to the. 
multinational force, Gephardt said: <C 1 thmk^ jihat iLs„ entirely 
unacceptable that they are getting a free ride on Desert Shield,” 
The United States has so far spent about $6.5 billion to support 
the U.S. military force. Estimates have put the total cost for the 
fiscal year that began on October 1 at more than $30 billion. 

NATO teams to assess Turkish request 

ANKARA (R) — Teams from Belgium and Germany will visit 
Turkey Thursday to assess its request for NATO aircraft to deter 
Iraqi attack, a Turkish foreign ministry spokesman said Wednes- 
day. “Two separate teams from Germany and Belgium will come 
to Ankara tomorrow to gather technical and military informa- 
tion,” spokesman Murat Sungar told a news briefing. Turkey, the 
only NATO member bordering Iraq, asked its NATO allies on 
Nov. 30 to deploy three squadrons of aircraft attached to a rapid 
reaction force known as the Allied Mobile Force (AMF). Sungar 
said the teams of military and technical experts would stay two 
days in Ankara. “We do not know whether they might want to go 
eastern Turkey,” he added. Turkey has sent military reinforce- 
ments to its southeastern border with Iraq since the invasion of 
Kuwait. A NATO source in Brussels said last week that although 
the request was unprecedented in the history of the 16-nation 
alliance, it was likely to be approved. 

Thailand plans evacuation for workers 

BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand has prepared plans to evacuate 
tens of thousands of its workers from the Middle East in case of 
war between Iraq and U.S.-led forces. Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Saktip Krairerk said Wednesday the plans focused on 
helping Thai workers in Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Jordan. 
Speaking on the official Radio Thailand, Saktip said Thais have 
been leaving Iraq and only about 130 remained there. He said 
there were some 130,000 Thais in Saudi Arabia, and the plan 
called for their initial evacuation to “safe zones” within that 
country. 
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weather 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Slight nsc m temperature will take 
place and winds will be northeasterly 
moderate. In Aqata. winds will be 
northerly moderate and xas calm. 

MiflJmu. temp. 

Amman J / 12 

Aqaba 9/ 30 

Deserts 0 •' 14 

Jordan VaDey 8 ■■ 21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10, Aqaba 18. Humidity readings: 
Amman 75 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
eem. 
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Hotel Complaints 6G5SO0 

Price Complaints 66117b 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(dscaory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 |1 

Radio Jordan 77411 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan EJeetnei'ty Authority . . . 815615 
Ekctrc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08*53200 

Oueen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussem Medical Centre 81381 £32 

Khabdi Maternity. J. Amn... (M&Ut, 

Akileh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

JataJ Amman Maternity 642362 


Mafius. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 064171/4 

Sinsnsoi Hospital 669131 

L'mvcrrity Hospital $45845 

AI-M oashcr Hospital 667227.*) 

Tbc Islamic. A Mali 66612707 

AJ-Ahh. Abdali 66416*6 

Italian. ALMuhajrcen 777toi, F > 

AJ- Bashir. J. Ashraficb 77511 ICO 

Anny. Marla S9I61P15 

Queen Aha Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hosjatal .. (09JO9JU71 

IbnSinaHosprtal f 09)986732 

HUB ID: 

Process Basina Hospital .. <021275555 
Creek Caihobc Hospital *02)272275 

IbnAlSafecs Hospital {021247)00 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital .... (031314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tarminal 1) 

IfcIS Riyadh (RJ) 


IM9 New Delhi (RJ) 

1W* Cairo (RJ) 

HH45 Dubai. Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

1*55 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1*25 LantacafRJ) 

17:39 London (RJ) 

l&W — New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

19-JO Aqaba (RJ) 

IW* Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

20=10 Casablanca (RJ] 

2fc4S Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights (Tormina! 2) 

Sanaa (LH) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Istanbul. Ankara (TK) 

Dubai (EK) 

Muscat. Bahrain fGF) 

IMS Cairo (MS) 

» J* Amsterdam, Istanbul (KL) 

I9SM Frankfurt (LH) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal (1) 

11*5 Rome (RJ) 

II* London (RJ) 

1*15 Paris l RJ) 

1*0® Larruca(RJ) 

- Aqaba (RJ) 

*** Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 


21M Doha (RJ) 

21JS Cairo (RJ) 

2Jr45 Dubai (RJ) 

22riX) Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

•0=45 Muscat (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal (2) 

OOriW Damascus. Paris (AP) 

11:11 Frankfurt (LH) 

14=40 Riyadh (SV) 

16=99 Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

17dJ Ankara. Istanbul (TK) 

» 7j 30 Dubai (EK) 

1&50 Cairo (MS) 

market prices 

Uppa/kiwor price m Bis per kg. 

API* 600/500 

Banana 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

5“°* 400/350 

Cabba*® — 100/ So 

Catrot 180/140 

Cauliflower 150/100 

Com 220/180 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cocwmben (small) 360 / 300 

500/400 

170/130 

G" 1 * - 1400/1000 

Jf™ 0 " 200/150 

Mallow... — 180/ L2D 

W* rro,r ( ,,,f B c ) 120/ 60 

Marrow (snail) 240 / 200 

0“«i(*y) 250 / 200 

- 180/ 140 

” 600 / 500 

£ c PP cr ( hoI > 200/150 

Pepper (sweet) 130/90 

g*?. 1 ? 300 / 250 

K*™ 1 — ISO f 100 


Sage 550/450 

Spanich 120/ 80 

Tomatoes 280 / 220 

JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

10*9 Koran 

10:15 — Children programme 

11:20 Religious programme 

1L46 Friday's prayer _ 

12*45 ............. — Sports pro gramm e 

14:15 Religious seminar 

16 HHJ Feature fita 

ISM — News summary 

18:10 ..... Local programme 

19:50 Programme rev ie w 

2WU News in Arabic 

2fe30 Local programme , 

2L49 Arabic series 

2240 Jerash 19c 

23M New* summary in Arabic 

2W# Programme oontd. ' 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:30 French fibn - 

IhW . — News in French 

19:15 — — . — .... Documentary 

X9dQ News in Hebrew 

2M0 News in Arabic 

»38 .-. Coach 

21:10 ..4 — Shakespeare 

. ZZriM - News in Engfttf 

2L26 — Detective in lhe House 

HAYER TIMES 

0M8 ftjr 

(&29 (Satirise) Dahl 

11J7 Dhuhr 

1421 ‘Asr 

lfcW Maghreb 

1&96 *W» 
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Saddam meets Jordanian delegation, 
pledges support for the intifada 


Jordan, 

IDB 

discuss 

cooperation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Planning 
Minister Khalid Amin Abdullah 
Tuesday received a delegation 
from the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank (IDB), led 
by Bakri Makki Hamad, chief 
engineer of the bank's Opera- 
tions and Projects Department. . 

Abdullah discussed with the 
team scopes of cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and IDB and the 
bank’s contribution to a number 
• of projects in Jordan. 

After the meeting Abdullah 
said the head of the delegation 
had informed him of the bank's 
agreement to finance the purch- 
ase of a ferry at a total cost of 
$13 million, payable over a 
period of ten years with a two- 
year grace period. 

He pointed out that the de- 
legation had completed a study 
for expanding the Arab Potash 
Company, to increase its pro- 
duction capacity from 1,400,000 
tonnes to 1,800,000 tonnes. 

The study will be presented to 
the bank officials for defining 
die bank's contribution to this 
$15 million project. 

He also said that the bank is 
ourently embarking on a study 
for the Amal Cancer Centre at 
the University of Jordan, with a 
view to allocating some con- 
tributions towards the costs of 
providing medical equipment. 


House 

committee to start 
investigations 
in corruption 
cases 

By Tareq Momani 
AJ Ra’i 

AMMAN — A Lower House 
special committee in charge of 
investigating corruption cases 
will soon start investigations in 
four corruption cases referred to 
it by the prosecutor general. 

The cases deal with ministry of 
supply’s imports, Azraq-Jafr 
road, Abu Nnseir Housing 
Estate and construction of Swa- 
qa prison. 

At a meeting held recently, 
the committee said if was its 
prerogative to investigate cases .. 
involving former and” present 
ministers. 

The committee said it would 
follow up and look into all cases 
of corruption which have not 
readied the House, would refer 
them to die concerned author- 
ities and prepare a report on 
each case to be submitted to the 
House for taking a decision. 

The seven-member committee 
has worked out a mechanism for 
work; under this mechanism, die 
■( meeting will be legal if a quorum 
of four people, including the 
chairman or the rapporteur, is 
present. 

The committee's chairman 
mil be vested with the author- 
ities of the prosecutor general. 

In case of the chairman's abs- 
ence, he can delegate his author- 
ities to the rapporteur, who will 
stand in for him. 

The committee will follow the 
rules applied in criminal court 
bearings, and shall have the right 
to seek the assistance of experts 
either from the government sys- 
tem or from outside it. 

The committee shall have the 
same powers of the prosecutor 
general in such cases. 

The committee comprises 
Salim A! Zubi, who was elected 
as its chairman, Mohammad 
. Abu Fares, Abdullah A1 Nsour,, 

‘' Hussein Mujalli, Ahmad Al 
Azaideh, Laith Shbeilat and 
Abdullah Akaileb. 

King 
condoles 
A1 Husseini 
family 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Tuesday dele- 
gated Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Bin Zaid to condole AJ 
Husseini family over the death 
of Ishaq Musa A1 Husseini. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein received 
Tuesday a delegation represent- 
ing the Jordan Arab National 
Democratic Alliance (JANDA) 
which is currently visiting Iraq. 

The Iraqi president affirmed 
to the delegation that the 
Palestinian issue was the focal 
point in the Arab struggle and 
that Iraq's Aug. 12 initiative was 
the proper way to resolve all the 
problems of the region peaceful- 
ly- 

President Hussein stressed 
‘The failure of the (Arab) oil 
states to extend support to Jor- 
dan to help it overcome its eco- 
nomic difficulties despite the fact 
that it stands on the longest 
demarcation line with the Israeli 
enemy.” 


JUST, 

Arab Medical 
University 
to boost 
cooperation 

RAMTHA (Petra) — President 
of the Benghazi -based Arab 
Medical University Amer Rahil 
Wednesday visited Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy (JUST) where be was briefed 
by its president, Kamel Ajlouni, 
on the university's objectives 
and aspirations. 

Ajlouni spoke about the uni- 
veisity’s role in enhancing scien- 
tific and cultural development, 
enriching scientific research and 
pointed out its role in developing 
the local community. 

Rahil briefed Ajlouni on the 
Arab Medical University’s prog- 
rammes, and stressed the need 
for exchanging visits by staff 
from both universities. 

The two presidents discussed 
means of strengthening coopera- 
tion between the two universi- 
ties, particularly in the medical 
and technological fields. 

Rahil later met with Dean of 
the Faculty of Medicine Saad 
Hijazi and reviewed with him 
the programmes of the faculty 
and the degrees it grants to 
students. He also briefed him on 
the faculty’s role in enriching 
scientific research. 


House 

" (Continued from page 1) 

us to be exposed to foreign 
countries.'' He asked: "Why 
should we only be exposed to the 
American model? This model of 
the ‘superman’ has become a 
model for many of our young. 
Why shouldn’t we think of other 
creative works from other coun- 
tries in the east and the west?” 

Kawar who read his statement 
on behalf of deputies Faris 
Nabulsi, Issa Mdanat, Salim 
Zoubi and Hosni Shiyab, took 
the case of the Arabic daily Sawt 
AI Shaab to support his argu- 
ment against the government's 
information policy. He said the 
government-owned newspaper 
has over seven years lost JD 2.4 
million, changed management 
eight times, and editors six times 
and changed staff with every 
new prime minister. 

He said that the information 
policy had always sought to re- 
flect the policy of the govern- 
ment in power. He, however, 
said that the last year had seen a 
lot of change and improvement. 

"The new policies have 
opened tiny windows for other 
points of view,” he said. 

Brotherhood's Khalafat, who 
has been very vocal in his 
speeches in regard to JTV and 
Jordan Radio, accused the gov- 
ernment of having no objectives 
for its information policy. 

“The information leadership 
is incapable of addressing (our 
problems) in the haze of objec- 
tives set for this policy,” he said. 

Deputies Taber Masri (Inde- 
pendent, Amman) and Salameh 
Ghwciri (National Bloc, Zarqa) 
defended the government’s poli- 
ty- 

Masri, however, veered away 
from the information issue and 
also defended the government's 
foreign policy, which, in pre- 
vious session, also came under 
attack. 


in confronting the Zionist arro- 
gance.” He added that “Iraq 
would support the uprising until 
the Palestinian people's aspira- 
tions are achieved.” 

He said ' ‘conspiracies against 
Iraq are woven because of its 
national stands and co mmitme nt 
to solve the Palestinian prob- 
lem.” “Had Iraq taken care only 
of its internal affairs and in- 
terests no one would have woven 
plots against it,” he said. 

The president landed Jordan's 
stands on the various Arab 
issues and described its stand on 
die Gulf crisis as distinguished. 

He also reiterated Iraq's firm 
position that Kuwait is “geog-, 
raphically and historically part of 
Iraq and will remain so.” 

Some of JANDA’s delegation 
members emphasised at the 
meeting the fact that the Arab 
masses, particularly in Jordan 


State Department has ordered 
all U.S. government dependents 
and non-essential personnel to 
leave Jordan and Sudan “well 
before” Jan. 15, the deadline set 
by the U.N. Security Council for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait or 
face war. 

The department also advised 
U.S. citizens to defer all travel to 
Jordan and Sudan and said those 
already there should leave as 
soon as possible, according to a 
travel advisory released by 
American Centre in Amman. 

The State Department had 
previously ordered the depar- 
ture of non-essential personnel 
and government dependents 
from Yemen, and authorised 
their departure from Jordan and 
Mauritania. It had also autho- 
rised the voluntary departure of 
U.S. government dependent in 
Bahrain, Sudan, the United 
Arab Emirates, Qatar and the 
Eastern Province of Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

The latest travel advisory said 
that after further review the 
State Department was now 
ordering the departures from 
Sudan and Jordan, “to be com- 
pleted well before Jan. 15.” 

Following is part of the text of 
the advisory; 

As a result of unstable condi- 


tbe 'ethics of debate and criti- 
cised- those. “wbo.Jevel accusa- 
tions of negligence, corruption, 
and treachery,” in the execution 
of Jordan’s foreign and informa- 
tion policies. Masri was 
apparently referring to Deputy 
Abbadi, who initially triggered 
both debates on foreign and 
information policies. At this 
point Abbadi started pounding 
bis desk in protesting Masri’s 
speech. 

Brotherhood Deputy Yousef 
Al A them, who is nominated by 
bis organisation for a cabinet 
post in Badran's forthcoming 
reshuffle, was more sympathetic 
to the government. 

“If brother Fuad (Khalafat) 
was allowed to say all he wanted 
to, why shouldn’t others (Masri) 
be allowed the same?” A them 
asked. 

A them said that though the 
media were full of “sick rhetor- 
ic, it has shown some improve- 
ment.” 

Bad ran said that the Jorda- 
nian media had seen real im- 
provement that covered all 
“political, social and economic 
aspect.” 

He said Jordan's information 
policy was so strong in its cover- 
age of the Gulf crisis that made 
some neighbours “jam our fre- 
quencies.” 

Although he did not name any 
country in particular, one of the 
countries in question was Syria 
which is reported to be jamming 
certain JTV programmes and 
news bulletins. 

Brotherhood deputies Ahmad 
Kofahi (Irbid) and Harnmam 
Said (Amman) also criticised the 
government’s policy, while 
Brotherhood Deputy Ibrahim 
Khreisat (Salt) thought that it 
was unfair to discus the whole 
policy while the original ques- 
tion was specifically on the 
media role in the Gulf crisis. 

Minister Izzeddin reiterated 
that it was premature to evaluate 
the country’s information policy 
especially that the laws gov- 
erning the process needed to be 
changed. 

“New legislation mil come in 
the near future and freedom of 
the press will be guarded,” he 
said. 

The debate was attended by 
the government’s media heads 
but none of the three editors of 
the local newspapers Al Ra’i, AJ 
Dostour and the Jordan Times 
showed np for the debate. 

Sawt Al Shaab's editor- 
designate and president of the 
Jordanian Journalists Associa- 
tion Hashem Khreisat attended 
part of the session. 


and Palestine, had expressed 
readiness to present sacrifices to 
defend Iraq. 

They called on Iraq to work 
hard to make Jan. 15 a day of 
failure for the U.S. 

The one-and-a-half-hour 
meeting was attended by First 
Deputy Prime Minister Tafaa 
Yassin Ramadan, Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz, Deputy 
Prime Minister Saadoun Ham- 
madd and Minister of Culture 
and Information Latif Nusayyef 
Jassem. 

Members of the delegation 
were previously received by 
Ramadan and Jassem who 
affirmed that Iraq would not 
make compromises over its 
national rights and national 
Arab responsibilities. They also 
lauded Jordan's stand on the 
Guff crisis. 


dons in the region caused by 
Iraq’s failure to comply with 
United Nations resolutions, the 
Department of State has recent- 
ly ordered the departure of de- 
pendents and non-essential per- 
sonnel from the U.S. embassies 
in Sudan and Yemen, authorised 
the voluntary departure of Un- 
ited States government depen- 
dents and non-essential em- 
ployees from Jordan and Mauri- 
tania, and authorised voluntary 
departure for United States gov- 
ernment dependents in Bahrain, 
the UAE, Qatar, and the East- 
ern Province of Saudi Arabia. 

After further review of the 
situation, the Department of 
State has now ordered the de- 
parture of all non-essential per- 
sonnel and dependents of Un- 
ited States government person- 
nel from Jordan, to be com- 
pleted well before January 15th. 

American citizens should de- 
fer all travel to Jordan and those 
already in Jordan who do not 
have essential reasons for 
staying should plan to depart the 
country as soon as possible and 
well before Jan. 15. Americans 
should also be aware that sche- 
duling their departure out of the 
region may take some time be- 
cause of the limited availability 


. v. No dates 

(Continued from page I) 

no right to do this, God will 
never be on its side or support it. 
For an army to have faith, it 
must be right about the cause for 
which it is fighting.” 

In a speech Tuesday night in 
Baghdad, Saddam remained un- 
bending in his demand that the 
Palestinian question take prior- 
ity in any talks to settle the Gulf 
crisis. 

“Palestine comes first,” he 
told a Jordanian delegation. 

“This is a test of international 
legitimacy... he who claims it, 
must clearly put in his program- 
me and policy that Palestine first 
be liberated,” he said. 

Iraq could attack allied forces 
in the Gulf before the Jan. 15 
deadline, Britain's Gulf com- 
mander said Wednesday. 

Lieutenant General Sir Peter 
de la Biltiere, commander of 
British forces in the Middle 
East, said Iraq could be ex- 
pected to take the initiative be- 
fore the deadline. 

“It’s going to be a very brittle 
few weeks ahead of us as we see 
how the political situation de- 
velops and how Saddam Hussein 
is going to make up his mind 
about what he is going to do,” de 
la BflHere said on British Broad- 
casting Corporation television. 

“He will do something to take 
the initiative and if he decides he 
is going down the military road 
be will try to take a military 
initiative and that initiative 
could well come before Jan. 15.” 

De la Billiere added: “So 
there is nothing sacrosanct about 
Jan. 15 in nrilitaiy terms.” * 

In Dhahran. Saudi Arabia, a 
senior U.S. intelligence officer 
said Iraqi troops had dug hr 
heavily in Kuwait in recent 
weeks in a sign they have no 
intention of tearing soon. 

Lieutenant Colonel Tom 
Corny, speaking at the first of 
what are scheduled to be weekly 
press briefings, told reporters 
Iraq had recently stepped up 
training for fighter pilots. 

“We presently assess that 
(Iraq) intends to remain in 
’ Kuwait for the long haul,” 
Corny said. 

“Considering (its) embargoed 
economy, the massive expense 
of constructing these defences 
and moving in additional men# 
and material should give us an 
excellent indicator of (Iraq’s) 
intentions to remain in Kuwait 
for the long term.” 


Masri preached the House on 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place nith the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

<r Exhibition entitled ‘L’orient des cafes” at the French Cultural 
Centre. 

4 Art exhibition by Mnfcarrsun Haghoudoqa at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by Hasson Jafad at the Royal Odtnral Centre. 


The Palestinian uprising, he 
said, “constitutes the spearhead 


U.S. orders non-essential 
personnel out of Jordan, Sudan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The U.S. 


of airline seats. 


Jordan regrets Soviet’s 
upgrading ties with Israel 


Cabinet 

endorses 

revised 

laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Tuesday endorsed the 
revised Awqaf and the revised 
private post office boxes regula- 
tions. 

Under the new amendment to 
the Awqaf law provisions gov- 
erning the collection of funds to 
build mosques will be relaxed, 
because building mosques de- 
pends .directly on collection of 
contributions from citizens. The 
regulation gives the mosques' 
committees broader authorities 
to disburse the contributions col- 
lected in accordance with speci- 
fic controls and principles, en- 
suring that such ronstributions 
are spent effectively. 

The revised private post office 
boxes regulation provided for 
collecting a yearly subscription 
fee of JD 2 for subscribers in 
universities and community col- 
leges. The annual subscription 
fee for post office boxes is JD 5. 

The cabinet also approved the 
special agreement on the JD 75 
million corrective loan, which 
will be provided by the Japanese 
Bank of Exports and Imports. 
The loan will be paid over a 
period of twelve years with a 
four-year grace period, starting 
1991. 


By P.V. Vtvekanand 
Jordan 77mes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan views the 
upgrading of relations between 
the Soviet Union and Israel as a 
regrettable development consti- 
tuting the latest link in a shifting 
Soviet approach to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, senior Jordanian 
officials said Wednesday. 

“The move does not come as a 
surprise,” said one of the offi- 
cials. “But it is regrettable that 
Moscow chose to do so at a time 
when there is little breakthrough 
in efforts to resolve the Palesti- 
nian problem,” added the offi- 
cial. 

The head of the Soviet mission 
in Tel Aviv Alexei F. Ctris- 
taykov, formally presented his 
credentials as Soviet consul 
general to Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy Tuesday. 

Gdstaykov’s counterpart in 
Moscow, Aryeh Levin, was ex- 
pected to go through a similar 
ceremony at the Kremlin bur the- 
sndden resignation of Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze last week delayed 

him . 

“We were expecting a much 
worse development” between 
Moscow and Tel Aviv than the 
upgrading of ties, the Jordanian 
official said referring to pros- 
pects for full resumption of 


Soviet-Israeli diplomatic rela- 
tions severed in 1967. 

In any event, the official said, 
Jordan is more alarmed by the 
dramatic increase in the flow of 
Soviet Jewish immigrants to 
Israel and the “Soviet behaviour 
at the Security CoundL” 

The official was referring to 
Moscow’s support for the Amer- 
ican approah to the Gulf crisis 
and the backing it gave to Secur- 
ity Council resolutions against 
Iraq. 

The Soviet approach to the 
Arab-Israeii conflict also 
marked a major turn earlier this 
month when Moscow was in- 
strumental in repeatedly de- 
laying for several weeks and 
watering down a Security Coun- 
cil resolution on protection of 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territories. 

The resolution, adopted last 
week, relegated a call for an 
international conference on the 
Middle East into a separate non- 
biding statement by the council’s 
president 

Moscow had been arguing that 
any resumption of relations with 
Israel would depend on the Jew- 
ish state agreeing to attend a 
Middle East peace conference. 
The upgrading of relations to 
consular level came during a 
meeting between Shevardnadze 
and Levy in New York in 
September. Israel continues to 


reject a Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

Meanwhile, the rising flood of 
Soviet Jewish emigres to Israel is 
ranging deep concern among 
Jordanian officials. 

Against a backdrop of what 
Israeli officials and Zionist lead- 
ers describe as rising fears of 
anti-Semitism in the Soviet Un- 
ion and worry that the liberal 
emigration policy of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev would be 
reversed with the resignation of 
Shevardnadze, the number of 
Soviet Jews arriving in Isrel has 
gone up to an average of 3,000 a 
day since last week. 

Over 172,000 Soviet Jews ar- 
rived in Israel this year. 

“This does not bode well at all 
for the Palestinian probelm,” 
said another official. “We have 
been raising concern at various 
international levels that there is 
little doubt that roost of the 
arrivals will either be settled in 
the occupied territories or take 
the place of others who move in 
(from within the green line).” 

“In effect, whether the Soviet 
Jews are settled in the occupied 
territories or not. the fact re- 
mains that chances fora peaceful 
solution, based on territorial 
compromise recede further with 
the arrival of every new immig- 
rant in Israel,” added the offi- 
cial. 


Petra Bank auditors report banking violations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A reassess- 
ment of the dissolved Petra 
Bank has shown a deficit of JD 
252 million as on Aug. 2, 1989, 
according to the Auditors' and 
Board of Directors’ report which 
has published in Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Wednesday. 

The report said that the bank's 
assets on Aug. 2, 1989 totalled 
JD 476 million, while it was 
found out after verification that 
the total bank assets did not 
exceed JD 297 million, including 
an amount of JD 94 nrilHon 
which was difficult to trace. 

’The bank's liabilities would 
have been just above JD 476 
million had it been dosed or 
liquidated on Ang. 2,” the re- 
port said. 

The amount induded JD 74 
million in deposits and debts for 
the Central Bank, JD 56 -million 
as deposits and debts for Jorda- 
nian commercial 1 ' 1 banks' -and 
financial institutions ‘and 1 JD. 274 • 
minion as -deposits in . Jordanian 
and foreign currency ’for Jorda- 
nian clients, including guaran- 
tees on credits, and JD 51 mil- 
lion as direct obligations to fore- 
ign banks. 

The report added that there 
was dear evidence that the bank 
had been involved in banking 
transactions contravening bank- 
ing practices. These transactions 
in particular require a lengthy 
time to investigate, the report 
said. 

It added that the bank was 
involved in a number of transac- 


tions and the establishment of 
several companies and institu- 
tions financed by the bank, and 
run with die participation of its 
former director general and bis 
relatives. 

The bank has contributed sig- 
nificantly to financing 18 local 
companies, most of which were 
in difficult financial situations 
which could lead to bankruptcy. 

The bank also dealt with in- 
stitutions owned or ran by Cha- 
labt family, such as MEBCO in 
Beirut, SOCCO in Geneva, SCP 
in Cyprus, SCF in Geneva and 
Petra Bank in Washington. 

These institutions’ obligations 
to the bank are worth JD 96 
million, however, they refuse to 
cooperate with the current bank 
management in providing in- 
formation and c o nfirmin g out- 
standing^ dealing^ the report 
saa: J j jy. 

Tim. report '‘noted: .timt ; die 
bank had’sr^erof -'fioni nnsman- 
ageinfint ancFlact of 'organisa- 
tion, saying that the bank 
granted loans without undertak- 
ing any studies or asking for 
sufficient guarantees or even ap- 
plying the minimum standards 
applied by banks and financial 
institutions when granting loans, 
thus resulting in the allocation of 
JD 116 million for doubtful 
debts, out of the total purse of 
facilities of JD 213 mfltion. This 
means that allocations account 
for 54.5 per cent of the total 
purse of loans and facilities. 


Tbe report added that the 
franlr had no written regulations 
or instructions for bank policy in 
the field of credits, investment, 
and accountancy. 

Moreover, the report found 
out that there were no rules or 
regulations for recruitment or 
even a salary scale that organises 
die relations between the bank 
and its staff on dear baas. 

The bank’s provident fond 
was ran in all illegal manner, 
thus causing a loss of JD 
700,000. 

The report also said that the 
bank had been involved in 
shares and property trading to 
achieve personal gains, at the 
expense of the bank, which had 
to pay the difference of prices or 
any losses resulting from such 
trading. 


Bank, which accused Petra Bank 
of plotting to get $23 million in 
an illegal manner. 

The report mentioned the 
bank’s involvement in financing 
a project for outing shrimps in 
Malaysia, saying that the total 
amount involved in this project 
was $5 million, in addition to 
$200,000 which had been direct- 
ly paid by Petra Bank in Amman 
to the director of the project, 
which was a total failure. 

Tbe figures available at the 
bank show that the total earn- 


ings of tbe bank's director, in- 
ch] ding all allowances, totalled 
JD 180,000. and that he got a 
loan of JD 800,000 to build his 
own house, at an interest rate of 
four per cent, despite the feet 
that die Central Bank had only 
approved a JD 200,000 loan, 
provided that he mortgaged his 
house to the bank. 

Another evidence of corrup- 
tion was the annual sum of JD 
57,000 paid by tbe bank for a 
rented house in Georgetown in 
Washington where Chalabi fami- 
ly members used to go to during 
their visits to Washington. 

The bank manager had also 
wasted $8-10 million, which the 
bank had' netted as a result of 
selling VISA cards, in addition 
to some of the $6 million which 
bad been accumulated by the 
bank as a result of its dealings 
with VISA cards and its media- 


Europer: - 

The report concluded that the 
bank had encouraged the flow of 
large amounts of dollars from 
Jordanian citizens to banks’ 
abroad through tbe facilities it 
offered to the Jordanian citizens 
to transfer foreign currency, 
contrary to the regulation gov- 
erning the transfer of foreign 
currency in force in Jordan. 

This process had reached its 
peak in Jane and Inly 1989, 
when the total amounts of fore- 
ign currency transfers had ex- 
ceeded $100 million. 


Tbe^report pointed -out- that ; 
the bank was; a party, to. mote A tion with other banks in Jordan, 
than jPO.scrious cases, including- . Middle East and Eastern 
a case-filed by., the Eirst-Chkagti 


Jordanian, 

Syrian 

committee 

discuss 

budget 

AMMAN (Petra) — Syrian In- 
dustry Minister An tone Jubran 
Thursday arrives here at the 
head of a Syrian delegation to 
take part in tbe meetings of the 
general assembly of tbe 
Jordanian-Syrian Industrial 
Committee. 

The meetings, which will be 
chaired by Industry and Trade 
Minister Ziad Fariz, will discuss 
the assembly’s 1989 annual re- 
port, its general budget and final 
account, and will endorse a num- 
ber of draft regulation regarding 
the carpet factory located in 
Sweida. 

Tbe company was established 
in 1976 with a capital of JD 20 
million, shared equally by Jor- 
dan and Syria. Tbe company has 
undertaken a number of studies 
on joint projects, some of which 
are already functioning, such as 
the portland cement factory in 
Jordan, which has a production 
capacity of 100,000 tonnes a 
year. 

A public shareholding com- 
pany for producing white cement 
was established and production 
started in 1985. The company’s 
JD 10 million capital is shared 
equally by Jordan and Syria. 

The carpet factory was estab- 
lished in Sweida, in Syria, with a 
capital of approximately JD 9 
million. It started production in 
1986- 

A third project, for producing 
insecticides, will be established in 
Syria with a capital of $22 mil- 
lion. The project, which mil 
Start production in 1991, will 
have an initial production capac- 
ity of 4,000 tonnes. 
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DO NOT MISS OURNEWYEAR 
COUNT DOWN 
ANDAIitPSIA RESTAURANT 

The Most Elegant Restaurant in Town 
Prepares for 1991 in style 
Treat your family and friends to some of the delights 

SEAFOOD SPECIAL 
Thursday 27th December 
A variety of dishes from the fisherman's nets. 

PRIME RIB NIGHT 

Friday 28th December 
Enjoy the tender U.S. Beef at its best. 

CONTINENTAL NIGHT 
Saturday 29th December 
A meal that is pure delight. 

FAR EASTERN NIGHT 
Sunday 30th December 
A Far Eastern feast. 


Price: JD 10.000 per person nightly 
BOOK YOUR TABLE NOW [ 

For Reservations please call 674111 Ext 6044 
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Gorbachev’s 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdafia MaOd 


challenge 


SOVIET President Mikhail Gorbachev has succeeded in 
obtaining extra powers to rule his colossal but d is inte grating 
country. The great powers granted him by the Soviet 
Congress recently make him in effect enjoy more strength 
than most of his predecessors at the Soviet hefan even in the 
heyday of Commanet rale in Moscow. This has already 
made hhn a suspect of bringing dictatorship back to the 
Soviet system of government in connivance with the 
conservative elements who became increasingly concerned 
about the torn of events in their country. 

Probably Gorbachev has sought new powers and jurisdic- 
tions against his instinct and better judgement. After all he 
introduced his glasnost policies some five years ago specifi- 
cally to reverse the tide of dictatorship in the USSR. Yet he 
and the conservative forces in the country have become 
increasingly disturbed by persistent reports that foreign 
powers are interfering with the internal situation of the 
Soviet Union and are behind the disarray in it. When the 
bead of the KGB accuses alien elements point blank of 
meddling in the domestic affairs of the country and fanning 
the nationalist fervour, the Soviet President is left with no 
choice bat to crack down on all conspiracies against his 
country even if that entails the suspension of the process of 
democratisation that he heralded with so much fanfare only 
a short time ago. 

No leader worth his salt would wish to see his country 
disintegrate before his very eyes and stay quiet. This is 
exactly what Gorbachev is trying to do now. There is 
nevertheless a big risk that violence would ensue following 
the impending dash between the conservative forces and 
those dubbed as democratic or n ationalist in the wake of the 
granting of emergency powers to the Soviet leader. 
Nationalist sentiments have already risen in the fifteen 
republics making up the Soviet Union. Violence and dvfl 
disturbances in these republics are expected to occur 
regardless of what Moscow would prefer to do. On balance, 
therefore, Gorbachev is doing the right tiling by potting the 
existence and survival of his country before any other 
consideration. He himself is taking a very bitter medicine 
and is prescribing the same to his fellow co un try m en bat he 
is left with no alternative. One can only wait mud see what 
kind of success he will have in maintaining the integrity and 
unity of his country. 


AL RAT Arabic daily Wednesday voiced its dismay at Turkey’s 
present hostile attitude towards the Arab nation. The Turkish 
government has taken one decision after another towards 
escalating tension, and has decided on several steps that are to be 
regarded as unjustifiably provocative than can lead only to 
confrontation and aggression by Turkey on the Arab nation, said 
the paper. The paper was critical particularly of Turkey's latest 
i decision to deploy rockets near the Xraqi-Turkish border, and 
Ankara's call on NATO to sent in warplanes and ground forces to 
be deployed vis-a-vis Iraq, and its closure of the only land route 
with Iraq. It said that it seems Turkey wants to proj<Kt Iraq as a 
country which is threatening Turkish territory and endangering its 
security in a bid to win NATO's assistance. What is dear to 
everybody in the Arab World is that Washington is now intent on 
involving Turkey directly in confrontation with Iraq and to sow 
further seeds of mistrust and hostility between the Turks and the 
Arabs which can lead to war and serve U.S. and Israeli interests, 
the paper noted. The Turkish government should realise that by 
taking an aggressive attitude towards the Arabs, it can gain 
nothing; and Washington would never reward Turkey for 
betraying its Arab neighbours nor wifi it ever help h seize more 
Arab land, the paper said. The only feasible attitude which 
Ankara should resort to at the moment, said the paper, is to 
maintain good relations with its neighbouring Muslim countries to 
safeguard Turkish- Arab relations for generations to come. 
Ankara, the paper added, should never allow the United States to 
involve the Turkish people in a war from which no benefits can 
ever come to them, nor can ever promote good neighbourly 
relations. 

AJ Dustour daily said that Israel is now escalating its repression 
against the Arabs at a time when it is issuing threats against Iraq. 
Israel wants a war in the region that would serve its own interests 
and those of its allies and can by all means destroy Iraq’s military 
power that is threatening the Jewish state. Through a major 
conflagration in the region Israel hopes not only to consolidate its 
bold over 1*01651106 but also to remove a formidable foe from the 
scene, and pave the way for Israel's ambitious plans which entail 
occupying farther lands to settle more Jewish immigrants, said the 
paper. Israel, the British and the Americans seem to be the only 
voices which are advocating war on the Arabs to achieve their 
own interests, while the world community, especially European 
nations, is desperately searching for a peaceful formula that 
would end the crisis without bloodshed, the paper noted. It said 
that there is still time for peaceful efforts to achieve a settlement 
and there are people of goodwill who are intent on attaining 
peace; and their efforts should not be hampered by the 
warmongers' cries for battle. But it warned that should Israel 
succeed in involving the world community in a war hi the Gulf 
which Zionists believe would be a way to relieve Israel from its 
burdens, the Jewish state would find itself facing the consequ- 
ences, and would suffer as much as the other if not more. 




Jordan’s rigid budget structure 


THE 1991 budget was drafted under assumptions emanating from 
the circumstances of extreme uncertainties relating to the Gulf 
crisis. It thus can invoke all sons of contradicting opinions 
depending on where one stands. 

The budget envisages massive external borrowing of JD 326 
miitinn which is a historically record high. The point that an 
observer would want to know is whether tins marks a departure 
from our policy of nrimmisixig dependence on foreign loans (if 
that policy ever existed, to start with) or if it is merely a reflection of 
a temporary need which arose from the Golf crisis. Irrespective of 
how soft fresh external loans are, or otherwise, this trend 
underlines a disturbing notion because it means that we fi nanc e 
the totality of our public investments from externally borrowed 
funds. Even totally interest-free external loans do not change this 
agonising fact. 

Actually, the draft budget envisages JD 36.7 mfiKou deficit on 
the current budget which nmst be financed from borrowing. 
Because internal borrowing is set at JD 26.6 tnflHoti, at least JD 
10.X of external loans are to finance current spending. 

This is alarming, especially as we note that the service of toe 
■treasury’s external debt in 1991 in terms of amortisation and 
interest payments amount to JD 250 million.- that is around 71 
per cent of fresh external borro win g. This means that we are 
about to be caught in the debt trap, whereby new borrowing does 
not suffice to meet external debt servicing. 

Other mam characteristic features of the budget are, in our 


judgment, the overestimation of domestic revenues and the 
underestimation of current expenditures. Domestic revenues are 
expected to shrink at 5.8 per cent which seems a n »dest am p 
given an economy whose gross domestic product has started to 
contract at around 8 per cent. At JD 90 nri^on, mewne tax 

revenues are more fikdy to be inflated by some JD 20 mtihou» a 

consequence of being subjected to the combined sagaa a 
slowing economy and die imminent switching to the Provisionw 
Income Tax LawNo. 4 instead of the present High-Rate I^wNo. 
40. Customs duties arc also ov ere s tima ted to the tune of JD 30 
million as their figure of JD 201.5 uriflkm does not seem to reflect 
properly the expected decline in imp orts, especially the high 
luxury items which take time to recover after the national income 
recedes. 

Current expenditures are allowed to grow at a very meagre rate 
of 5.2 per cent Historically, such a low rate has never been 
observed and it is less than the current rate of inflation. Meaning 
that these expenditures will fall in zeal terms. Our impression is 
that they wifi not, because they have already been shaved to the 
bone and are not therefore comp r es s ible to any sig n i fican t degree. 
And it will not be fair to blame the g over nm ent M they overshoot 
their target. 

The Finance Committee of the House of Representatives 
accepted all the ass um ptions of the budget speech and the figures 
of the budget itself including the macroeconomic impact of the 


Gntf crias, wifa theexceptiOTOf tiredon^mcrevCTtwsrat^Wte 

which the committee thought were mntftwitt. Tl» commute 

and thus cut the deficit by that much. Simultan eously, the 
committee accepted the record levels of ex J eraa }^ 0 ^^' “ 
gently touched the notorious issue of unemployment and seemed 
to be happy with the inflation record! 


However, the most important lesson or me uvi. 
as of those of the past few years, is that the stnictare ofthe 
Jordanian budget has become measurably rigid. Tim means teat, 
realistically, current expenditure* cannot and should not be 
curbed any more , with the result that any squeeze hoe will be a 
the expense of capital spending, whkA is hazardous. On t he other 
hand, ft mnans that domestic rev e nues cannot be boosted without 
undermining production incentives 0= of levying more 

direct taxes) and/or dangerously stimulating inflation (in the case 
of imposing more hxfircet taxes).' 

It fans seems thatthe only way out from this fiscal i mpas se is to 
boost foreign grants. This will give the Jordanian gove rnmen t the 
mm fraefl] adjustment DQfides underway and 


m wiinmA ^ y- — * * , , « 

will spare Jordan die bitter choice bct wccncnttmg dee ply its 
capital spending and thus jeopardising its growth prospects on ithe 
one hand running large deficits and an identically higher 
external debt on (he other. 



Egypt reaped the benefits 



CAIRO — Egypt’s traditional 
role as big brother to the Arabs 
has never been tested mote than 
during its confrontation with the 
other major Arab power, Iraq. 
Analysts say President Hosni 
Mubarak passed the test well. 

No matter how the Golf crisis 
ends, they say. Egypt's role has 
been enhanced with Saudi Ara- 
bia and smaller Gulf states. 

Its importance, stemming 
mainly from its military strength 
and the political weight it carries 
with the West, will probably be 
increased for a long time to 
come. 

A likely scenario would be the 
oil-rich sheikdoms, especially 
Saudi Arabia, financing a stand- 
ing Egyptian army as the back- 
bone of regional security in the 
Gulf. 

“This is not viewed as an 
Egyptian rent-a-cop, nor is it 
viewed as a Saudi bailout," said 
Jim Zogby of the Washington- 
based Arab- American Institute. 
He said political and economic 
cooperation would be an integral 
pan of the relationship. 

Egypt already has dose to 
30,000 soldiers in Saudi Arabia 
and in the United Arab Emi- 
rates, part of a 500.000-strong 
U.S. -dominated multinational 
force facing Iraq. 

Mubarak and U.S. President 
George Bush'S administration 
pieced together the Arab force, 
also involving Syrian and Moroc- 
can troops, after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

Zogby and others said the 


By William C. Mann 

The Associated Press 

basis of Egypt's new military 
prominence is a general unease 
with the presence of 250,000 
U.S. soldiers on Arab soil to 
protect Arabs from Arabs. 

Richard Murphy, former 
assistant Secretary of State for 
the Near East and South Asia, 
sees among the Arabs “a sense 
of shame that Arabs fouled the 
West, but they want to take care 
of it themselves.” 

‘If Iraq is driven 
out of Kuwait, 
U.S. soldiers will 
be needed in the 
region for some 
time afterward 
while Gulf Arabs 
and Egypt orga- 
nise a regional 
defence force, 
o f f I c 1 a I s in 
Egypt’s foreign 
ministry believe.’ 

The notion of American 
forces remaining in the area af- 
ter the crisis ends “in itself is 
uncomfortable for everybody,” 
said Murphy by telephone from 
New York, where he is an 
analyst for the Council on Fore- 
ign Relations. 

And even if they did stay, he 


... but Egyptians don’t 
want to go to war 


said, “a United Nations flag 
would be more comfortable. But 
the Saudis want an Arab force." 

That means to a great extent 
an Egyptian force. The Egyptian 
army, which has 500,000 men 
and more than 600,000 reserves, 
is the only Arab force capable of 
standing up to Iraq’s milH on- 
man military. 

If Iraq is driven out of Kuwait, 
U.S. soldiers will be needed in 
the region for some time after- 
ward while Gulf Arabs and 
Egypt organise a regional de- 
fence force, officials in Egypt’s 
foreign ministry believe. 

The officials say the Arab 
force must be formed exclusively 
by Arabs. 

“Any Arab security system 
must emanate from within the 
Arab nation,’’ Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdel Meguid told an 
economics and political seminar 
at Cano University. “It should 
not be imposed from outside. If 
it is. it will definitely fail.” 

Abdel Meguid’s chief aide, 
Minister of State Butros Gbali, 
said Egypt’s role would extend 
beyond shoring up weaker na- 
tions with its military might. 

“One of the first objectives of 
Egyptian diplomacy once the 
Gulf crisis is over will be to 
create a new momentum m 
favour of economic integration 
of the Arab World.” Ghali told 
an interviewer in New York. 

With that, he said, can come 
political cohesion that would let 
the Arabs compete with a united 
Europe. 


By Sara El Gamnul 

Heater 

CAIRO — Wifi war really 
break out in the Gulf? Will 
Egyptians realty fight Iraqis to 
free Kuwait? 

Those two questions are 
preoccupying citizens of this 
mamty-Mnslim Arab country 
that has thrown its weight be- 
hind Washington in the Gulf 
crisis. 

Four months since Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait, support still 
runs high for Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s un- 
wavering stance on die crisis. 

But they are deeply divided 
over military action against 
Baghdad and how far Egypt 
should involve itself in any 
shooting war. 

Some are concerned about 
the economic and psychologic- 
al impact of another war. Since 
1948, Egyptians have fought 
four wars against Israel and the 
human toll is still a fresh mem- 
ory for many families. 

An informal survey of Gulf 
crisis attitudes among almost 
100 people, from night watch- 
men to fanners' wives, found 
fervent hope for a peaceful 
solution. 

But if war comes, a majority 
of about two-to-one felt that 
Egyptian soldiers deployed in the 
Gulf should only defend Saudi 
Arabia and Islam's holy sites 
there. 

They believe they should not 


kfll their, fellow Arabs. West- 
ern and U.S. troops should do . 
the fighting for Kuwait’s free 1 "" 
dam, they say.- • • ■ 

• But the’ vast majoriy said- : 
they will stand behind Mubar- 
ak, whatever his decision 
might be. 

%s the best thing Mubarak 
has done since he became presi- 
dent,” said Tarek Abdel-Alim, 
27, a coffee shop worker. “He 
took a man’s stand and did not 
waver when under pressure.” 

“I changed my mind about 
.Mubarak since this Gulf busi- 
ness,” said Mustapha Khalil, 
35, a street merchant. “For 
once, he stood firm, he opened 
his mouth and did something. I 
now respect him.” 

After Iraqi tanks rolled into 
Kuwait in August, Mubarak 
condemned the invasion and 
hosted an Arab summit which 
called for Iraq’s unconditional 
withdrawal from Kuwait and 
flic return of its legitimate 
rulers. 

Egypt, which supported Iraq 
during tius 1980-88 Gulf war 
against Iran, is one of the main 
Arab contributors to the multi- 
national force now opposing 
Iraq. 

Smce the crisis, it has been 
one of the United States’ 
staunchest Arab allies. In re- 
turn, the United States has 
written off Egypt’s S7 billion 
military debt. 

A handful of Egyptians in- 
terviewed by Reuters were 
totally against Mubarak’s poli- 


cy, saying he jeopardised the 
^ lives of tens of thousands, of 
• , Egyptian families in Iraq and 
Knvrait when he condemned 
-- ^the invatitinr' 1 "' ' '” _ 
Tm against the invasion 
and believe tiie Kuwaiti people 
must return to their homes,” 
said Hamida Abdullah, 50, 
who lost a son in the 1973 
ArabTsraeh' war and a brother 
in tiie 1960s Yemen dvfl war. 

“But we are sick and tired of 
fighting other people's bat- 
ties," she added. “We lose our 
children and get nothing but 
abuse in return once the crisis 
is over. 

“If there has to be war, let 
Americans and the foreign 
troops in the Gulf do the fight- 
ing for a change.” 

“There are Egyptians who 
are in the Iraqi anny,” said 
Ragab KbaKL, a government 
employee. “WflJ wc allow our 
soldiers to destroy them?” 
“Business has been slower 
than normal because of the 
Gulf crisis,” said Mohammed 
Assem, a bric-a-brac shop 
owner. “If there is- a war, I 
don’t know how we will live. 
Our young will be lolled, but 
I'm sure they'll do what they 
have to do.” 

"I stand-firm in my support 
for Egypt’s policy in the Gulf 
— war or no war. It hasn't 
changed over the past four 
months,” said Mohammed 
Sabri, 55, a lawyer. 

“But may God keep away 
the evils of fighting.” 


Bush’s fate in the grip of the Gulf and economy 


By Laurence McQuillan 
Renter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush heads into the 
second half of his term blessed 
by the ending of the cold war 
fait facing crises in the Gulf 
and the domestic economy. 

War and diplomacy, unem- 
ployment and debt look set to 
seal his political future. 

White House officials bail 
Bush’s record on the domestic 
and international fronts. Chief 
of Staff John Sununu said; "It's 
been very - effective. Some 
tough problems that had not 
been dealt wish over a long 
period of time get dealt with. 
So I think it was a good fust 
half.” 

Others give the president a 
more mixed review. 

“You’ve got to give him high 
marks for what he did in inter- 


national terms, but he gets 
much lower marks for how he’s 
handled the domestic compo- 
nent,” says Norman Omstein. 
a presidential scholar with the 
American Enterprise Institute. 

Max Sherman, dean at the 
University of Texas Lyndon B 
Johnson School of Public 
Affairs, describes Bush's ex- 
perience as “fairly typical of 
the first two years of a new 
term. 

"You have fairly smooth 
sailing at first. Then as these 
problems start rearing heads 
you suit losing popularity. He 
probably did better than, 
most.” 

At this halfway stage it 
seems almost certain that Bush 
will seek a second term in 
1992. Most experts and gov- 
ernment officials agree he is 
about to undergo fas biggest 
test: The stilt-unfolding Gulf 


crisis. 

With an enormous multina- 
tional force poised in the Gulf 
region. 460.000 of them Amer- 
icans. Bush awaits the Jan. 15 
United Nations deadline for 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein to leave Kuwait. 

Jody Powell, who was a 
senior adviser to President 
Jimmy Carter, said he was 
generally positive about 
Bush's policies but criticised 
his decision to increase U.S. 
forces in the region by over 
150,000 without public ex- 
planation. 

“Clearly the intent was to 
put the fear of the Lord into 
the Iraqis, but he ended up 
putting the fear of tiie Lord 
into the American public,” 
said Powell. “The Iraqis didn’t 
find it credible, but the Amer- 
ican public did.” 


Soon after Bush took his 
oath of office in January 1989 
he started to inherit profound 
benefits from the collapse of 
co mm unism in Eastern Europe 

— the goal of U.S. foreign 
policy for decades. 

Not only did America's 
primary enemy, the Soviet Un- 
ion, become a key ally almost 
overnight, but Bush found 
himself the symbol of the win- 
ning tide, enjoying the cheers 
of thousands on visits to Po- 
land, Hungary and Czechoslo- 
vakia. 

At home few found fault 
with hhn in his first 18 months 

— until last June, when be 
abandoned bis pledge of 
“Read my lips: No new taxes.” 
The vow had been centrepiece 
of bis presidential campaign, 
and the pride of conservative 
Republicans. 


Bush’s turnabout came when 
the budget deficit could no 
longer ignored. The American 
government was spend i ng far 
more than it earned. 

A bitter battle between 
Democrats and Republicans 
lasted through late summer 
and into the autumn nntii a 
budget agreement was 
reached. It trimmed tiie deficit 
by hunting income tax deduc- 
tions and ranmg taxes on alco- 
hol, petrol, cigarettes and lux- 
uries. 

Through it all. Bush watched 
his poll ratings plummet as old 
questions about his leadership 
abilities were revived. 

The deficit is not ins only 
economic worry. 

“The other tiring that looms 
over ns is the recession,” said 
presidential student Onstehi. 
“Geoige Bush isn’t going to be 


remembered for... presiding 
over the executive branch 
while the dean air act went 
into effect. He’s going to be 
remembered for tiie seventy erf 
the economic downturn and 
bow Long it lasts...” 

Public affims expert Sher- 
man agreed that Bush’s ability 
to reverse tiie gloomy econo 
tnic trend will determine hri 
popularity when tiie 1992 elec- 
tion arrives . 

Pocketbook issues are the 
most sensitive among voters 
and Bush must be sensitive to 
such feelings as the economy 
shrinks, jobs dis appear and- 
spending power evaporates, he 
said. 

“He’s got to be careful tint 
it doesn’t last too long,” said 
Sherman, thmk the Amer- 
ican people are fairiy forgiving, 
as long as they see thingi^ sre 
mining around.” < V 




inspiration and hard work 


produce a rainbow of tradition 


B Y Debbie Lovett 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — In early summer 
When sheep are sheared Kba- 
hl Burgan gc es to Mafraq and 
Irbid, in the north of Jordan, 
to fetch fleeces directly from 
the bedouins there. 

Lena, 'Khalil's wife, sup- 
plies the ideas and inspiration 
whilst Khalil takes care of the 
administrative side of the 
small soft furnishings busi- 
ness the couple established 
two years ago. 

Walking into the unclut- 
tered shop, close to the 
Second Circle, one sees 
household furnishings rang- 
ing from slippers to rugs to 


tea cosies and place settings, 
as well as a few clothes and 
pieces of jewellery. 

For two years now, Lena has 
been merging traditional designs- 
with present-day needs. 
One example of this is a 
bathroom set — towels, bath- 
mats, bathrobes and slippers 
are tied in with the same 
coordinating embroidery or 
fabric — and all items are 
washable. 

The business is small. One 
man works to make rugs on 
the loom seven or eight hours 
a day (except Fridays), 
eleven women are employed 
to put together the sewn 
items and forty to fifty 
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Slippers made to matcSa bathrobes and towels 


women — most from the 
Palestinian refugee camps 
around Amman — are em- 
ployed to work at home on 
embroidery. 

For the women who work 
at home, the problem of not 
being able to go out to work 
whilst maintaining a house 
and raising a family is over- 
come. 

Khalil explained that “ all 
the women start from scratch 
and we train them. They are 
paid according to how much 
they produce. In the begin- 
ning they make JD 20 — 30 
per month, but once they are 
more proficient they can earn 
over JD ISO per month. ” 

Many colourful rugs are 
displayed in the shop. Khalil, 
who also works as a civil 
engineer, describes why their 
creation is a long process: 
“After getting the wool from 
the bedouin in the north it is 
taken in two trucks to Wala 
Stream in Wadi Mujib. Two 
or three people stay there 
overnight to wash it and dry it 
in the sun. The wool is stored 
in the shop and then sent out 
in batches to women in 
Jerash and Madaba to be 
combed and spun. The 
women use the traditional 
spinning-top kind of spindle. 
Balls of wool are then re- 
turned here for dyeing. We 
use imported dye as natural 
dye is very expensive and 
hard to find." 

Once the wool is dyed it is 
ready to be transformed into 
rugs. The weaver follows a 


sketched design and works 
the loom until the rug is 
completed. Shapes such as 
triangles are sewn by hand. 

For rugs and products with 
embroidery. Lena has resear- ' 
ched old regional designs as 
well as Islamic patterns. The 
co/ours, however, may not be 
traditional as the range is 
now larger since man-made 
dyes are available. 

On one cushion there is the 
design of a bird. The idea was 
taken from the “Bethlehem 
thobe (dress). " Women used 
to embroider two such birds 
on their dresses and although 
the meaning behind this- is 
now lost , the bird motif is r 
synonymous with the Beth- 
lehem area. 

Lena uses all the leftover 
bits of material in many ways, 
but patchwork is, perhaps, 
the most charming: “We 
looked through many books 
about costume and found 
that although patchwork is 
not often used now, it was 
once quite common said 
Khalil, whilst turning upside 
down his desk to find some of 
the books about costume and 
design which were hidden 
under a colourful array of 
semi-finished embroidered 
cloth, cushions and other 
items ready for a harsh quali- 
ty check before being com- 
pleted. 

One of Lena's latest ideas 
is covering photograph 
albums to be given as a gift to 
new parents. The inspiration 
for this idea is obvious — 


rugs. The weaver follows a for this idea is obvious — 


Khalil is the proud father of a 
two-week old baby girl , 

Happily, this small busi- 
ness, which aims to use as 
much local labour and mate- 
rials as possible and keep 
alive and popular the tradi- 
tional designs of the region , 
has not suffered irrevocably 
from the damaging effects of 
the Gulf crisis. 

“When the Gulf crisis 
started many of our competi- 
tors, who were less interested 
in quality than the money 
from selling their products to 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
gave up. Then after Christ- 
mas, the business stopped for 
about two months. The slow- 
down was because people 
were waiting before paying 
for goods already received 
and because overseas orders 
couldn't be shipped. Things 
have picked up again now 
and the reduced pace caused 
by the Gulf situation gave us 
plenty of time to think of new 
ideas and future plans." 

However much Lena and 
Khalil are able to expand 
their flourishing enterprise . 
one thing that worries the 
couple is the problem of 
others copying their ideas. 
“We are pushing for a copyr- 
ight to protect handicrafts 
and designs because as yet 
there is no such law here." 
said the concerned Khalil, 
afraid that the hardwork and 
investment he and Lena had 
put into their project would 
be wasted if others in the 
business took their ideas. 



Husband and ■ wife tea-cosies (above). The loom stands idle (be- 
low) after a rug has just been completed. 









Recovery effort under way to save Africa’s heritage 
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By Clare Pednck . 

ROME — African countries 
are in danger of losing their 
cultural heritage, archeolog- 
ists have warned. Museum 
collections across the conti- 
nent are deteriorating be- 
cause of an acute lack of 
funds for basic equipment 
and a shortage of trained 
museum curators and preser- 
vationists. 

High humidity and insects 
have already taken their toll 
on some of the finest pieces, 
say experts. From Abidjan to 
Khartoum, and from Tunis to 
Lagos . masA'S, textiles and 
carvings have been eaten 
away by insects and mold. 
Human marauders have done 
the rest. Poor security and 
inadequate ■ ca taloguing in 
many museums have made 
life all too easy for Africa's 
growing army of art thieves. 

Now a Rome-based agency 
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An African ceremonial 
mask 

has launched a salvage opera- 
tion to rescue Africa 's crumb- 
ling heritage. Conservation 
experts and archeologists at 
the International Centre for 
the Study of the Preservation 
and Restoration of Cultural 
Property ( ICCROM, ) have 

A carved wooden fi- 
gure of a mother and 
child, , from the MJving- 
stone Museum, 
Zambia . 
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sbufeda iff year programme 
td '.improve' training ■ for 
museum staff members: 12 
curators and „■ researchers; 
from all over Africa have 
been invited to ICCROM's 
headquarters in the Italian 
capital to take part in a 10- 
month course to learn how to 
store, catalogue, repair , treat 
and preserve their artifacts. 
ICCROM officials hope to 
train at least 100 museum 
employees in the program- 
me, called Prevention in 
Museums of Africa (PRE- 
MA), by the end of the de- 
cade. 

The Rome-based group 
will also send teams of ex- 
perts to various nations to 
carry out a three-month, on 
site training course and to 
help local museums organise 
their collections. An 
ICCROM team has already 
visited Ghana. Next on the 
list are the Ivory Coast and 
Zambia. 

The man behind the pro- 
ject is Gael de Guichen, a 
49-year-old French citizen 
who is assistant to 
ICCROM's director. A che- 
mical engineer by training, 
De Guicbew has made 
archeology his sepcialty and 
has taught restoration and 
conservation techniques in 
Mali, Niger, Tunisia, Libya 
and Egypt as well as in Thai- 
land, Pakistan and India. 

At the ICCROM head- 
quarters in Rome's pictures- 
que Trastevere quarter, De 
Guichen and his team have 
long taught courses ranging 
from architectural conserva- 
tion to the preservation of 
mural paintings. The African 
programme is a new depar- 
ture to tty to fill a specific and 
very pressing need, he said. 

“In Africa there is amply 
no possibility to train in con- 
servation and preservation, " 
De Guichen explained. “For 
example, in the dtyofJos . in 
Nigeria, there is a six-to 
eight-month museum curator 
course which dedicates just 
one month to conservation. 
In Europe it takes four years. 
It's a bit like training to be a 
doctor in two months. Of 
course, these countries have 
so many other problems that 
they can’t begin to think ab- 
out organising courses at a 
national level." 

Funding for the program- 
me . $700,000 annually, com- 


es partly from the United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Council, to which ICCROM 
belongs. But the bulk of the 
cost is met by private dona- 
tions from organisations such 
as the Getty Trust and the 
Ford Foundation and the 
governments of Britain, 
France, Germany, Switzer- 
land, the Netherlands and 
Scandinavia. De Guichen 
estimates that the 10-year 
project will cost $8.5 million .• 

It is already too late for 
many museum collections. In 
Abidjan's National Museum 
insects have attacked a large 
proportion of the wooden 
artifacts. More than 2,000 
have been completely des- 
troyed, and many others bad- 
ly damaged. In the Jos 
National Museum, termites 
reduced a pile of exhibits to 
yellow dust in just six days. 
Africa ' s extreme heat and the 
high humidity in some coun- 
tries create the perfect condi- 
tions for insects and mold to 
multiply. Once they have in- 
fested a piece, say experts, 
there is no stopping them. “A 
museum is a concentration of 
risks." said De Guichen. 

African museum collec- 
tions are more vulnerable 
than those in other parts of 
the world because the Afri- 
can objects often are made of 
organic materials — wood, 
bark, feathers, horn and 
animal hair. “It's a race 
against time, " said Friedrich 
Zink, ICCROM's technical 
officer and an expert in con- 
serving and restoring objects 
in tropical climates. Before 
joining the Rome group ear- 
lier this year. German-bom 
Zink spent four years in 
Kenya. “ There the main 
problem was the heat and 
humidity which provided a 
good environment for in- 
sects, moths and termites 
he said. “ It's a tragedy to see 
these things being des- 
troyed." 

Zink and De Guichen took 
part in the most recent on- 
site training programme in 
Ghana . The ICCROM team 
spent three months with 
museum staff members, help- 
ing them create an environ- 
ment that would preserve the 
pieces from the elements, 
from insects and from would- 
be thieves. “ When we arrived 
it was just like walking into a 
storage room,” said De 
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Guichen. “Everything was.* . 
just stacked vporr top of each •“ 
other: We had to rearrange ' : 
the whole building, make %if' : 
armour-plated door, re- 
establish natural ventilation 
and close the exhibits off 
from sources of dust and in- 
sects. " 

Before he left Ghana, De 
Guichen invited the two best 
students in the training prog- 
ramme to attend the first 
10-month course in Rome. 
Recently arrived in the Ita- 
lian capital, Kwame Amoah 
Labi, 32, and jRaymoncf Ori- 
son Agbo, 34. are the first to 
admit that their museums 
were badly in need of a face- 
lift. “There had been a lot of 
neglect," said Labi, curator 
of the Institute of African 
Studies Museum at the Uni- 
versity of Ghana. “A lot of 
the textiles had crumbled to 
bits — dresses, battle smocks 
and loincloths made out of 
beaten bark. Before, pieces 
that were brought into the 
museum were not treated, so 


that if they were infected with. 
silvetSsb or 'moths '"it 1 soon 
-spread through the whole col- 
l 1edfiOh. r 

“The training course has 
made a big difference 
noted Agbo , keeper of the 
Ghana National Museum in 
Accra. “We still don't have a 
great deal of equipment, but 
it has sparked off quite a bit 
of interest and a new aware- 
ness. Since the course, many 
more museums have been 
opened and reorganised." 

In other countries that 
have taken part in the pro- 
ject, curators have reported 
an encouraging reaction from 
officials in charge of the 
purse strings. In most African 
nations, museums have tradi- 
tionally been a low-priority 
item, but in several cases 
governments have responded 
to the ICCROM initiative by 
raising salaries and increasing 
staff. 

The awareness battle is one 
of the biggest issues faced by 
ICCROM, the team says. 


<.‘Part . of the problem* stems 
from a fundamental differ- 
■ leoce in altitude toward art. 

, - ; “in Europe, artist piece that 
is created for its own beau- 
ty, "said Zink. “In Africa, art 
is a functional piece — a 
mask for a religious cere- 
mony, a chiefs regalia, a 
smoking pipe or a container. 
These things will be highly 
decorated, and those decora- 
tions will have a symbolic 
meaning, but the reason they 
were made is to be used. ” 
For the same reason, Zink 
added, it is bard to find much 
in the way of truly old pieces 
on the African continent. “If 
a carved item is more than 50 
years old, you can be happy, " 
he said. “Because these 
things are functional pieces 
they get worn out and when 
they are no longer useful they 
are thrown away." 

If the African concept of 
art is. different from that of 
the West, then its museums 
should also be different , 
argued Emmanual Arinze, 


>i director of the Nigerian Com- 
mission * for Museums and 
.Monuments. Museums are 
ivnoi J popular in Africa. They 
are considered places for the 
intellectual elite. “A lot of 
people who would come to 
museums don't, because it 
doesn’t mean anything to 
them. " said Arinze, who has 
recently joined the Rome 
team as a teacher for the first 
PREMA course. 

' His ideal museum, he says . 
“would tell an African story 
that would have as its main 
focus African problems, us- 
ing things on the continent so 
that average people from the 
rural areas would want to 
come in. There would be 
objects, but they would be 
used in a totally different way 
— not just that they are art, 
but that they have a function. 
The approaches that we have 
adopted in some of our 
museums are basically static. 
We need to talk to the peo- 
ple. send a message," — 
World News Link. 





BEFORE: in an African museum, priceless 
a rtifacts were stockpiled in tisorganised piles. 


AFTER: With the help of an ICCROM team, this 
musmiiii Aas organised, stored and cataiogued 
its collection. 
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Happy occasions and exams 


By Mate Addasi 

WHAT is the relationship between happy occasions and 
warns? 

Well, they are directly proportional to each other. In 
English, it means that they come at the same time of year, 
together, in unison, sawa-sawa (as they say in Arabic). 

Of course during happy occasions, people visit family 
and friends. On such visits adults talk, have fun and laugh. 
Kids destroy their Christmas gifts. And students who have 
Tawjihi, O levels, A levels, or International Baccalaureates 
to study for are cooped up in their rooms “trying 7 ' to study. 

Notice that J say they are trying to study. Jt is past 
Christmas now but everyone is making plans for the New 
Year's party and they are not talking in hushed tones and 
the person who is supposed to be studying for the exams, 
that would determine his or her future, can hear every 
word they are saying and just can not concentrate on 
studying!. 

It is not an enjoyable situation if you are one of those 
students. In fact it is a dilemma. The students can not study 
because they are caught up in all the excitement, but can't 
join the group because they would be so busy feeling guilty 
they wouldn't be able to enjoy themselves. 

Little visitors in the house at times like these can be 
absolute terrors, because once they discover an “older" 
person sitting ail by himself, while everyone else is having 
fun, they start to pay him little visits, just out of curiosity. 

The problem is the students studying in their rooms are 
easily distracted , and if a cute little kid. for instance, 
manages to find her way into a student’s room the student 
couldn’t resist talking to the little “angel." 

“Why are you all by yourself?” she'd asked the student. 

“I’m studying for my exams." he'd says. 

Soon another kid walks in and the two tiny tots scramble 
out. and run screaming and shouting and having fun. But 
they will be back. Now that they found that student’s room, 
he will be left alone. 

When the student's mother realises that her son is not 
studying, she starts to become uneasy and takes the guests’ 
mothers aside to tei! them to keep their children from going 
into her son's room. 

The question is. how much control do the guests have 
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PEN PAL 


Dear Sin 


I would like to have a pen-friend between the age 11-14 , 
years. My hobbies are: Dancing, writing books and novels . ■ 
travelling, writing and swimming. 

My favourite singers are Elton John and Whitney 
Huston. 

My address is: 

Sara Gustavsson j 
Masking. 7 
S-27400 Skurup 
Sweden 


over their children ?. 

If the guests have little control over their kids, or don't 
want to be too harsh with their kids at a happy time like 
this, the host is in trouble. An example I witnessed was a 
time when a lady trying to discipline her son told him: 
“ come over here so that I can hit you. " 

Would any kid in higher right mind listen to this and 
comply?. 

At this point the host is regretting haring let anyone visit 
her at a time when her son is studying. Not only is he not 
enjoying himself, he is being tortured by the noise. She 
should have made herself unavailable by going out of the 
house to risit other people and left her son to study. 

But now that the situation is the way it is. the mother has 
to do something to save the day. She becomes more firm 
with her guests. Push comes to shove, guests get angry, 
grab their children, cancel all the plans they had with their 
hosts for the New Year, and before anything could be done 
to remedy the situation the guests have all left. 

What follows is a feeling of complete emptiness. Mothers 
you haven't lost your friends, they just need a little time to 
understand the situation. But what you have just done is 
given your children the best gift. Because to soemone — 
who is studying, the best Christmas and New Year's gift is 
silence. 

A lot of people feel for you students, study hard have a 
happy New Year & good luck with your exams! 

Th ere-wrh-be-other-Omstnjases to-enjoyr 


BESTIARY 
By Olive Dunn 

ACROSS 
I Guffaws 
6 TarafiitWiac 
10 Old gw* 
ajerey 
13 Greeting 
18 5iem sheaimng 
TO 0 in.es 
21 Put 0" 

23 Smooth 
training 
2 3 Sun of 
T> Jacob's brother 
20 Ballet 
movement 
23 goo i 
36 7Nc*'Mi var. 

31 Naval unite 
33Tok»o formerly 
3a Fr 

pcychorherapijr 

35 Mere of 

DOWN 

1 Memorizing 
process 

2 PatiiSher A Jolsh 

3 Tree: 
aSrwb 

5 Gal cl son; 

6 Sifly 
behavo’ 

7 Pen 

S Command 
9 Theater cign 

10 Sioc> exchange 
transaction 

1 1 Anituiin.ee 

12 T/C Al.oia 

13 Tora> 

Id Vllla.n al l.meo 
15 Burden 
15 Author Sne>e 
17 Wan 

23 Free irom eouw 
about 

2< — eomiaue 


*3 Musical 
perceohon 
Aa Denial 
*5 No — . ands. v 
huts' 

<8 Evlsled 
*7 Actress 
Charlotte 
*8 a daughter 
ot Zeus 
50 Elec unit 

52 Rigid 

53 — retreat 
ffleci 

55 Concordes 

56 Root overhang 
58 Pori case 

60 TV's Lou Grant 

61 More of verse 
66 Friend ol Larr. 

and Curt# 


35 frrfncate Slot 

36 0* lords 
33 Comic Jav 
3 d Friendly 'al* 
JST.nleOt 

36 Gratmg 

37 Dec^m 

38 Modicum 

73 Pinch the nose 
dQ Heavens P'sl 
di spud 
42 Pith 
d« Sound or 
disapproval 

50 A Gardner 

5t Tertiie dealers 
.n Eng. 

52 Tnangle tyce 

53 Fundamental 

54 Seer * gift 

56 Slaughter ol 
baseball 

57 US author 


Weekend Crossword 


67 Intrigue 

68 Gr. letter 

69 More ol verse 
73 Small lakes 
30 Once once 

81 Ternale 

82 Deep or high 
beginning 

83 Bitter drug 

84 Set's woes 

65 Lassie's doctor 
I Or Short 

86 Packaging 

material 

87 — roilc 

58 — oil ibeg.n) 

89 Sen sufcj 
■91 Couple 

93 Insure victory 

94 More ol verse 
tOt Ramble 


tS Automafdn 

53 Khayyam 

62 Accumulate 

63 Celts 

6d Repetition 

€5 Females 
69 Indian 
7C Cnm.nat 

71 Plant with 
arrcrw-shared 
’eaves 

72 Far grade 

73 Pepper plant 

74 Do handwork 

75 USSR river 

76 Stnp ol 

equipment 

77 Get to 
n Article of 

lath 

54 Consider 

85 8v way <3- 

86 Indifferent 


102 — lar ftjrrnk) 

103 Catherine 
of — 

104 Pius qualities 
707 Barrymore or 

Lennon 

108 Bore 

109 til-iempered 
person 

1 13 End of verse 

117 "You can — 
horse to water 

118 Supplement 

119 Rich oeop* 

120 Gouxt torts 

121 Attendant on 
Bacchus 

122 ~ or roses 
lluiurvl 

122 EipieiS'On 
fC4 ProlKtienl 


88 Anr ay 

59 wig cavalryman 

90 Small bug 

91 Dictatorship var. 
32 Recompense 

95 Stylish 

96 Open military 
conflict 

97 Hammed it up 

99 Intved 

99 More banal 

100 Advanced slowly 
f04 Stoemaking 

tools 

IK Met; siad'um 
t06 Center 
107 Piank 
HO Mellow 
ill A; the pea* 
ii? Defeat 
ltd an 

115 Corrode 

1 16 Wwil agency 


bbbbb a 
bbbbbbb 
mmum am 


mmm yumy 

an anm 


an an 
anaa 


^Han 

aaaammm 

aim 


» ana ammmm\ 
u an ana 1 
laanaaaBBBaaa 
an aaa amm 

Han aaufl 



Las^rtE i Cr; pteb mi 

1. Poor kooky gal thought she was laundering dirty moory by putting 
her checkbook in the ««s b > uz machine. 

2. I find ooe shook] be very careful about visiting when cagey ii-lim 
are outlaws. 

3. Highbrow scholar chose high- How n Usgnage lo befuddle his 
students. 

4. Final turng jury let the fries go free. Angry judge mled for a retrial. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 
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Thursday, Dec. 27 I0M Nem “ Ea & hb 


830 — Bill Cosby Show 

Vemcia falls in love with a 
man who also likes to keep 
bis old girlfriend," she is 
shocked but soon meets the 
old girlfriend and finds out 
why this is so. 

9:10 Black Forest dink 
The Miraculous Well 

All of a sudden in the tour 
there is a water well that 
cures illness. The town folks 
decide this is good tourism 
business. Bur Prof. Bregman 
does not subscribe to this 
belief. 

10:00 News in English 
1030 Movie of the Week 

Friday, Dec . 28 

830 Coach 

Hayden has got lots ot 
work to do. His secretary is 
off on vacation and his 
daughter is busy too. He has 
to beg for some help. 

9:10 Shakespeare 


1030 Detecdve In The House 
Moscow on Melrose 

Ukrainian immigrant Boris 
is in deep trouble. He owes a 
gang some money and the 
only way to get the money is 
from bis sister. Boris gets 
killed, his sister disppears 
and detective Wyman arrives 
on the scene. 


Saturday, Dec . 29 

830 Good Morning Miss Bibs 

Stevie, the famous singer, is 
to visit her old school and 
give a concert there. Some- 
one decides to turn this event 
to his advantage... and she is 
in for a surprise. 


9:00 Encounter 


930 Feature Film 
Cloud Dancer 

Starring: Jeniffer O’NeiBand 
'David Caradine 

This is the dramatic tifes- 
tory of the acrobatic champ- 
ion Brad Randolph who al- 


ways lived a dangerous life 
but who changed his lifestyle 
and attitude upon becoming a 
father . 

10.-00 New in English 
1030 Cant of the Feature 


Do You Believe In Miracles 
A vrnall statue of Jesus 
Christ disappears a few days 
before, Christmas. Jack , the 
police and someone , who be- 
lieves in miracles are deter- 
mined to get Jt back. 

Monday , Dec. 31 


Sunday, Dec. 30 ^ Giris 


830 Open House 

Murder He Wrote 

A weird agents drops by 
the office fora business trans- 
action... Ted grabs him 
quickly believing he got 
lucky... be is in fora surprise. 

9:10 Great Journeys 

The Ho Chi Mirth Trail 
In tins episode we get to 
rind out what happened to 
the famous Ho Chi Minb 
Trail , which ran through 
Laos and Cambodia. The 
trail was vital for the Viet- 
Kong war a gainst the ’ Amer- 
icans in the 60’s. 

10:00 News ha English 

1030 Midnight Caller 


Our heroines lost a win- 
ning lottery card; they go 
' crazy and look for it and 
when they finally find it they 
give it up for a good reason. 

9:10 Derrick 

Usa almost got Jailed; 
suspicion hovers over her. 
younger husband... but Der- 
rick’s investigation proves 
otherwise. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 
Anthony and Cleopatra 
One of the ultimate love- 
theme movies and a 
Shakespearean classic play ... 
love prevails over gory and 
influence, with a tragic en- 
ding. 




Monaco ivoos indus tria li sts 


along with jet set 
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By Marilyn August 

The Associated Press 


luxury, 77 said a public rela- 
tions officer for the prindpal- 


MONACO — In this glamor- ity - “It used to bank on the 
oos tax haven , money’s play- very rich. Today it has sought 
ground by the sea , the idle to develop a clienteUe of the 
rich are making room for the slightly less rich. ” 
busy, bustling rich. Hotel statistics are reveal- 

Aristocrats still risk for- ing. Monaco has 2,400 rooms, 
tunes at the casino's velvet- 80 per cent in the luxury 
covered tables, but the 154- category going for $200 to 
hectare (380-acre) principality $450 a night. Fewer than 100 
is catering for a hew breed of " rooms ~5bSTTess than ’S50.~ 


wealth and power.- . T ~ 
■ It -seeks the working rich 


Officials try to keep indus- 
r and tourism apart Hardly 


who may spend a week in any of the 3 millio n day visi - 
Monaco, not six months like tors last year went near the 
the grand dukes of a century industrial park of FontvieiUe, 
ago, to check on an industrial a peninsula reclaimed Dorn 
investment watch the Grand the sea. 

Prix or attend a business con- Many of Monaco’s 700 in- 
vention. dustrial companies are there. 

On a stroll through the cast- Most are in such high-tech, 
no gardens, you’re more like- non-poBoting Gelds as pbar - 
ly to meet carpet salesmen maccuticals, cosmetics anti 
from Toronto than European engineering, 
royalty. Last year, Monaco A value-added tax on the 
welcomed 50,000 convention- new commerical activities is 


goers. 


the largest source of revenue 


Tourism now generates in Monaco's annual budget of 
only one-fourth of the 5- S510 million. 
bUlioo-doBar gross national FontvieiUe accommodates 
product. Gambling, once the both factories and company 
government’s mainstay , headquarters, stacked atop 
brings in only 4 per cent. each other in skyscrapers. 

Banking accounts for 35 per Nearby are a new sports sta - 
cent and tight industry 27 per drum, three-star hotel, heti- 
ce nL Monaco now has 50 port and Monaco’s only low- 


banks. and expects more. 
Prince Rainier, who has 


income bousing. 

It was the brainchild of 


ruled since 1949, sought to Prince Rainier, who saw a 
preserve and capitalise on future in real estate. A forest 
Monaco's reputation for gla- of skyscrapers, eyesores to 
mow when be called for eco- many visitors, looms against a 
nomic diversification. background of steep moon - 

“The government has put tains, dwarfing hillside vUlas 
its money behind prestige and bu3t in the 19th century. 


Meanwhile, Monaco’s train 
station has been put under- 
ground, and architects un- 
veiled plans last year for three 
Boating islands with their own 
stores and homes , connected 
to the mainland by bridges 
and ferries. 

Commercial or residential 
space in Monaco generally is 
more expensive than in Paris 
and New York. A two-room 
apartment in Fbntvicille rents 
for $3,000 a month, and 
cheaper accommodations are 
hard to End. 

Housing has become a ma- 
jor headache. The govern- 
ment gives priority for state- 
owned housing and rent sub- 
sidies of up to 50 per cent to 
the natives , called Monegas- 
ques, but demand exceeds 
supply. Many apartments are 
owned by investors wbo^penti 
tittle time in them. 

Nightlife revolves around a 
few expensive discotheques 
and dubs, and cultural events 
geared to the wealthy estab- 
lishment. 

Young residents complain 
of tittle to do. Monaco has 
only one movie theatre, no 
tSxount or department stores 
and no major shopping cen- 
tre. 

There is virtually no unem- 
ployment, yet Moncgasqucs 
— about 4^00 in a population 
of 27,000 — worry about the 
future. 

“ The problem is not finding 
jobs fur young Moncgasques, 
it’s finding jobs suited to their 
educational degrees and qual- 


ifications,*’ said Stepbane 
Valeri, 28. 

He heads the Association of 
Young Monegasques , found- 
ed in 1986 to handle their 
employment and housing 
proWems and help them start 
businesses. Citizens now own 
less than 3 per cent of com- 
merce and industry in Mona- 
co, but Valeri said new oppor- 
tunities were opening, in ser- 
vices and the law. 

The government tries to 
dispel the myth that all Mone- 
gasques are rich. But Mone- 
gasques also have a reputation 
as poor workers. 

Some Monegasques ... 
adopt a superior attitude and 
feel they can get away with 
anything because they know 
they can’t be fired , ** a govern- 
ment spokesperson said. 

The 5,000 Italians who 
cross the border each day to 
work in hotels and restaurants 
comprehensive health insur- 
ance, higher wages and the 
first crack at vacant jobs. 

Residents of this fiscal para- 
dise, except for French 
nationals who have arrived 
since 1957, pay no taxes on 
income, capital gains or an 
inheritance if it comes directly 
from a parent or spouse. 

Security and respectability 
are basic tenets. 

“ Monaco is the type of 
place where you think twice 
about dropping candy wrap- 
pers,” said a retired Greek 
executive who has lived hem 
35 years. “You feel very safe 
and life is very calm. ” 


Diagramless 21 * 21 . By j*>» a-nvk 


ACROSS 

1 Sound musically 
5 Hit 

11 Sucker 

12 Wading bird 

13 "Tempest” sprite 

14 Writer Zola 

15 Where liquor is 
made 

23 Letter grade 

21 Urbane 

22 Painter El — 

2 d Rune 


DOWN 

1 Dressed 

2 Mata — 

3 Wadmc bird 

e Come face-io- 
face 

5 NY island 

6 Milk portion 

7 Skirl border 
b Saharan 

9 Poner of 
music 

tO Body joint 
16 Carry with effort 


29 Scoundrel 
3t Widespread 
destruction 
32 incantation 
34. Rope lor a 

vaguer? 

35 - de Janeiro 

36 Piece Of shof 

37 Straphanging 
nder 

39 Speed abbr. 

40 Hard drink 


17 Carefree 
adventure 

18 Makes flat' 

*9 Sum ub 

23 Conouer 

24 Playing card 

25 Track 

26 Jelly bean shaoc 

27 Carry 

28 Begone? 

30 Lamb's pen 

name 
33 Craved 


41 Having whiskers 

4 3 Slued 

47 Command: atbr 

43 Communion 
table 

43 Thin cracker 

52 Peach pit 

53 Tooth mat 
jnr.de 

55 Drink to the 
health of 

56 Bolt 


36 Ballpoint 

37 Fashionable 
resort 

X Performed 
39 Glove saw abbr. 

41 Frenenman’s 
cap 

42 Bit 10 drink 

43 Gone by 

44 Palo - 

45 Gr. portico 

46 Turns to leather 
50 Choice 


58 Principle held as 
frue 

60 — canto 
63 Affection 
68 Wcrd ol 
carting 

70 Strange 

71 AutornoCHfl 

72 Knss 
Krmgle 

73 Sieeper'5 sound 

74 Building material 


51 Black turd 
54 Tear 
57 Links item 
S3 lock ot fair 

60 Low voice 

61 Paradise 
62 IL resort 

63 Melody 

64 in good order 

65 Sea eagle 

66 Location 

67 Fasten 

69 Cup handle 


CR> PTOGRAMS 

1. XOICL FKL J I Ol > 5FC OZCCNO GIB AFCVNCV 

IF ASNNO KFZLkF IB M'lJHCX GHCOO 
G N C V ME. —By Gordea Mffler 

2. %CT OKF 10 4M LFFRCHIBf 1 B R 2 

PIRFTALKF PM BMOC i RZ PIRLPRQ 


RKFRCHER. 


-By Ed Hodtfesoe 


3. PD-LTTL NOE'. »XB1Z MORI F C D > T 

NFXOEB1Z NCTTL »£ CDDI DX RXDD1!" 

—By Barton J. Rag* 

4. MFBVRDF HIBOID F MFID1 ZLISN F 1 G R S* M 


Z (IN-HOLY GLOOM. 


rwrt ofTpuo nrjy» Hgg 
nnv*n pm m wnr*i i«m 

fS£6innm *nnnon 


nnrm t * in n»»» i nrm 

i^Tv^on r v a re m i 


nm ....... . . 

nrrn m > -nn nmno non e 
KTnornnrn nrwnn ram 
nrr-jjn mrmn r*inr*t 
nnrci rywnq nrrtra mr 
nnrm nrt in nrrm nr« 
ntirm nnmrsr'rvirTt i*w 
tmn noflnrt nno n ounr 
nrwinnnn mn no nnri it 
anno rtrrnro man 
nnnnn nrmnn n 
nonrmnrgrm t ■ r«n « 
nmn rmnm nrmn rm. 
nrrm nnrm nreiognnn 


—By E.L UvtagsUa 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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Chabrol’s Madame Bovary risks ruffling French feathers 
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By Michela Wrong 

Reuter 

PARIS — Adultery is usually 
a bankable theme for French 
cinema, and Claude Chabrol 
usually a bankable director. 

Both hit the screen in Pan's 
this week in Chabrol's latest 
work, Madame Bovary. a 
1990s version of Gustave 
Flaubert's much-filmed liter- 
ary classic. Yet the project's 
success is far from assured. 

The popularity of the 
novel, which once actually 
landed Flaubert in court for 
" outraging public morals. ’’ is 
now a positive handicap for 
prospective directors, who 
risk being pilloried for dis- 
torting a national favourite. 

The knives are already 
being sharpened for Chabrol . 
whose movie starring russet- 
haired actress Isabelle Hup- 
pert drew capacity audiences 


“ ' ~ braver than that, a fighter 


to matinee premieres in 
Paris. 

The daily Liberation's cri- 
tic found the film “ laborious " 
and "frozen. " while Le Pari- 
sien's expert said the big 
screen feature had a made- 
for-television look. 

The problem, critics admit- 
ted. is that everyone has his 
own image of Emma Bovary 

— the frustrated country doc- 
tor's wife who poisons herself 

— and few want to see it 
tainted by a director's im- 
aginings. even if that director 
is Chabrol. 

Brimming with expecta- 
tions to which modest origins 
in no way entitle her. her 
head full of romantic novels, 
young Emma makes the mis- 
take of marrying a doltish 
country physician. 

She swiftly realises her 
error. Bored to distraction in 


the stifling town of Yonville, 
she takes a series of lovers 
and adopts the lavish lifestyle 
of a great lady. 

Her debts become insur- 
mountable. When she real- 
ises the lovers she has ideal- 
ised will not save her from 
the trap closing in, she takes 
arsenic and dies in agony. 

"I have remained faithful 
to Gust a ve. "promises Chab- 
rol, who confesses to being 
totally obsessed by the novel 
he discovered on the day he 
lost his virginity. 

Maybe too faithful. Scene 
by scene, phrase by phrase, 
the maker of such master- 
pieces as The Cousins and 
The Girlfriends has meticu- 
lously, some would say sla- 
vishly. reproduced the story 
Flaubert sweated over for 
five years. 

Afraid of straying from the 


novel, rewritten laboriously 
by Flaubert in bis search for a 
pure, apparently effortless 
style. Giabrol has failed to 
give the film a needed crea- 
tive kick in the pants. 

“ Faced with his obsession, 
Chabrol seems paralysed. " 
comments Liberation. "To 
each his own Emma," 
shrugs Le Parisien. 

Flaubert poured his soul 
into his heroine, purging a 
hatred of the petit 
bourgeoisie, can tempi for 
small-town society and ex- 
asperation with a semi-in- 
valid existence in rural Nor- 
mandy. 

“ Madame Bovary. c'est 
moi." (I am Madame Bov- 
ary) the author once 'said, 
acknowledging the identifica- 
tion. 

The book was inspired by 
the local story of a young 


doctor's wife who had com- 
mitted suicide, suggested to 
Flaubert by a friend who 
disapproved of his romantic 
gushings and thought he 
needed a more realistic topic. 

When the book was first 
published in serial form in 
1856 the authorities were 
shocked by the frank account 
of female frustration and de- 
sires, calling Emma lasci- 
vious and depraved. Flaubert 
was put on trial. 

But the author was not the 
only person to see himself 
mirrored in the heroine — 
women all over France had 
recognised their own dilem- 
mas" and the work swiftly 
became a bestseller. 

"My poor Bovary no doubt 
suffers and weeps in 20 vil- 
lages of France, al this very 
moment." said Flaubert, who 
was acquitted on charges of 
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affronting public morals. 

The portrait of Emma was 
so accurate it gave rise to the * 
term "bovarysme" — mean- 
ing romantic dissatisfaction, a 
longing to escape the banality 
of everyday existence. 

Huppert, who specialises 
in portraying introverts 
driven to desperate acts , sees 
the tale in more feminist 
terms. 

She believes the heroine 
has been unfairly dismissed 
by critics who fail to take into 
accouni the restrictions 
women endured in the 19th 
century. 

"The term ‘ bovarysme ' is 
used to define anyone who 
lives in a dream world, who 
suffers from melancholy. " 
the 38-year-old actress said in 
a recent radio interview. 

“ But I found a different 
Madame Bovary. someone 


battling against a very rigid, 
very misogynist society which 
offered very little room for 
manoeuvre. ” 

Huppert's portrayal , which 
includes a gruesome death- 
bed scene . is already being 
hailed as the “ role of a 
career” for the actress, who 
sprang to international atten- 
tion in The Lacemaker. 

The French, enchanted by 
the recent award-winning 
adaptation of the classic 
Cyrano De Bergerace. star- 
ring Gerard Depardieu, have 
acquired something of a taste 
for filmed literature. 

But unless audiences differ 
with the critics. Chabrol's 50- 
million-franc ( SS.S million) 
project may go the same way 
as the eight other screen ver- 
sions of Bovary made since 
the 1930s. all now virtually 
forgotten. 
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Victoria Principal combines business with acting 






By Ronald Clarke 
Reuter 


Victoria Principal . 


LOS ANGELES — Actress 
Victoria Principal — Pam 
Ewing of the oil -and-sex 
television series Dallas — 
loves clinching a big deal in 
real life. 

She has an acre of land in 
Beverly Hills, home of mil- 
lionaires and Hollywood 
stars, and the latest Mercedes 
sports car to prove she knows 
how to do it. 

"My career is a tug of war 
between my love for business 
and my love for acting. " she 
said. “/ am a full-time 
businesswoman and a full- 
time actress, and I love mak- 
ing a deal.” 

Victoria Principal Produc- 
tions — “a very modest 
name," she says with a laugh 
— has become one of the 
most successful small produc- 
tion companies in the U.S. 
television industry. 


She has produced and star- 
red in half a dozen major 
television productions, in- 
cluding Naked Lie. Blind 
Witness, Sparks and Just 
Life, and is completing 
another of her productions. 
Nightmare. 

“ 1 find producing the pro- 
jects in which I appear is 
double the duty and also dou- 
ble the pleasure," the slim, 
mini-skihed. 41-year-old ac- 
tress said in an interview. 

At a rime when the indus- 
try is turning to smaller 
budget films, her company 
has recently taken on more 
staff including a number of 
big names 

**. Money has never been my 
main goal, ” she said. “ When 
there is a project / like. I 
must be a part of it. I want to 
act in it. I want to produce it. 

" And then there is the joy 
of pitching it to the television- 
networks. 1 think to myself: 
Here is this great . idea and 


Oscar-winning film shines 
attention on Sioux Indians 




KANSAS Cm r (Agencies) — 
Perhaps the biggest winner at 
the Academy Awards wasn't 
Kerin Costner's epic western 
Dances With Wolves, but the 
American Indians depicted in 
the film. 

"This is probably going to 
have a huge impact on the 
Sioux people." said Tim 
Giago . publisher of the Lako- 
ta Times, based in Rapid 
City, South Dakota, where 
many Sioux five. 

The most common view of 
Sioux Indians, who make up 
most of the population on the 
six huge reservations in South 
Dakota, is that of a people 
lost in poverty, unemploy- 
ment and alcohol, and unable 
to emerge from underneath a 
blanket of federal handouts. 

Statistics back up the stark 
realities of fife on the reser\-a- 
tions, but Giago and other 
Sioux leaders say something 
like Dances helps people get 
beyond their surface under- 
standing of American Indi- 
ans. 

The movie, which swept 
the Awards by winning seven 
of 12 Oscars for which it was 
nominated, including Best 
Picture, portrayed a white 
soldier living among the 
Lakota Sioux tribe during the 
period just after the Amer- 
ican Civil War and at the start 
of what became known as the- 
Indian Wars. 

“ We're certainly going to 
encourage people to come 
visit the reservations. ” Ralph 
Moran, tribal chairman for 
the Rosebud Indian Reserva- 
tion. said. 

"It was a very positive 
movie and we hope it has an 
impact on the reservation in 
terms of tourism. You know 
the state is certainly going to 
try and cash in on it. " 

Rosebud also is the home 
of Doris Leader Charge, who 
translated Michael Blake’s 


acceptance speech into Lako- 
ta during the award cere- 
monies. Blake won the Oscar 
for Best Adapted Screenplay, 
based on his novel Dances 
With Wolves. 

Costner, who directed, 
starred and co-produced the 
film, opted to use the native 
Lakota language of western 
Sioux tribes with English sub- 
titles — a move fhar proved 
popular with moviegoers and 
Sioux leaders. 

Before the success of the 
film, international attention 
had been focused on the 
Sioux Indians following the 
December centennial observ- 
ance of the Wounded Knee 
Massacre, which culminated 
a year that South Dakota 
Governor George Mickelson 
had called the "year of recon- 
ciliation. " 


vogue, and we should show 
people what we are about — 
let them know about the 
good and the bad." Giago 
said. 

"For once , there's some- 
thing good. I'm sick and tired 
of the eastern (east cost) 
media coming here and going 
away to win awards with the 
same stories about alcohol 
and poverty on the reserva- 
tion. " 

Giago, who grew up on the 
Pine Ridge Indian Reserva- 
tion in southwest South 
Dakota, is currently a Nei- 
man Fellow at Harvard Uni- 
versity and is among the 
nominees for this year's Pulit- 
zer Prize for commentary. 


The National Park Service 
is looking into establishing 
either a national memorial or 
monument for the more than 
200 Sioux /nd/a ns cut down a 
century ago by U.S. troops. 

Last month, the United 
Sioux tribes met to begin 
working out tribal differences 
on the issue of returning land 
in the Black Hills originally 
promised to the Sioux in the 
1S68 Fort Laramie Treaty. 


"I predicted that if they 
followed the script, it would 
be successful," he said. 

"When / walked out of that 
movie, I had a big lump in my 
throat. I looked around and a 
lot of white people had a sad 
look on their faces too, ” said 
Alex White Plume , a mem- 
ber of Oglala Sioux Execu- 
tive Committee. “ Side by 
side. I couldn't believe it 
when they walked out like 
that. " 


The U.S. Supreme Court 
awarded monev. now in a 
trust totalling $253.6 million, 
for reparations. However, 
the tribe has been split for 
many years on whether to 
take the money or press for 
land in the Biack Hills. 

Senator Bill Bradley, a 
Democrat of New Jersey , 
presented a bill in 19SS that 
would return federal land in 
the Black Hills to the tribe, 
but the bill has been stalled in 
committee. 

There has been talk that 
the bill will resurface soon. 

“ Right now we're in 


The film shows Indians as 
people protecting their land 
rather than as savages, they 
say. 

*7 think it portrays the 
Indians the way it should. In 
other western movies. they 
portrayed the Indians as the 
bad guys, as scary people 
said Nathan Chasing His 
Horse. 15. who played a 
young Sioux named Smiles A 
Lot in the film. 

“ We were just people 
trying to five our fives. ... We 
were nice and kind people," 
said Nathan , a member of the 
Rosebud Sioux Tribe whose 
family lives outside the town 
of White River. South Dako- 


ta . 


they are going to love it, " she 
said with a gurgling laugh. 

Principal says she never 
lets business get in the way of 
her marriage to plastic 
surgeon Harry Glass man. 

"From the beginning we 
agreed we would never go 
longer than three weeks with- 
out seeing each other. When 
I am on location, he flies out 
every other weekend," she 
said. 

Principal received a good 
break at the start of her film 
career when she was given 
the part of a mistress along- 
side Paul Newman in The 
Life And Times Of Judge 
Roy Bean in 1971. The role 
changed her fife. 

"J was catapulted from 
anonymity to being known all 
over the United States in 
three months, and this is 
shocking to a young person, " 
she said. ■. 

"I had no family or friends 
in Los Angeles and so there 


was no one I could turn to 
reconcile my confusion about 
this. " 

Subsequent film roles were 
less memorable and Princip- 
al, the daughter of a sergeant 
major, gave up acting. She 
could always fail back on her 
old job — teaching back- 
gammon. 

She became an actors' 
agent and went to law school 
in the hope she could become 
a studio executive. 

Then came Dallas in 1978. 
Principal, who has also used 
her business instincts to make 
a string of successful invest- 
ments, was said to have 
negotiated a deal for $25,000 
an episode. By the fifth sea- 
son, she had more than dou- 
bled her salary. 

*7 finally left Dallas be- 
cause I wanted to grow as an 
actress and because I wanted 
to get my production com- 
pany running she said. 

*7 devoted myseff to my 


company for the next two 
years, working full time in 
the office, taking meetings 
and learning bow to buy and 
develop projects. 

‘7 have a good track record 
because of all the projects / 
developed only one has not 
been made." 


She also wrote a keep fit 
book , The Body Principal, 
followed by The Diet Princip- 
al and The Beauty Principal. 

Principal is a dedicated ac- 
tress. For Blind Witness she 
attended the blind institute 
and had special lenses fitted 
so she could experience what 
it was like to be blind. 


blind. My husband is the best 
sport and it was very interest- 
ing for both of us. 

"He was my eyes and when 
we wen? walking along a bluff 
he would describe the bluff 
and the people nearby. There 
was an intimacy that doesn't 
exist between two seeing peo- 
ple. And 1 had the luxury of 
being able to see the next 
dav. ” 


“I wore them from when I 
got up until just before I went 
to bed so I could understand 
what it was like to five in the 
dark,'’ she said. 

"I went on vacation with 
my husband during that time 
and I told him I would have 
to spend half of my time 


In Nightmare, she plays 
Linda Hamm-r.v.* a me -:’: ■ 
whose * 

is accosted no u.r way home, 
from a friend's house. Ham- 
mond decides she will stop at 
nothing to protect her daugh- 
ter. even if it means taking 
the law into her own hands. 


“I did not have to do re- 
search on my role because I 
am a stepmother with two 
children and all I had to 
. imagine was one of them 
being harmed." Principal 
sqid. 




Cartoonist Rene Laloux dreams on 




By Katia Sabet 


CAIRO — He was a poor 
French boy , but he had a 
dream. He loved painting 
and the movies, but he also 
had to support himself. So 
Rene Laloux found a job in a 
psychiatric hospital and pro- 
ceeded to set up painting, 
music and theatre workshops 
for the patients. In this un- 
likely setting he began a 
meteoric career that took him 
to the heights of fame and 
transformed the world of 
French cartoon movies. 

Six years after he started 
work at the hospital , Laloux 
won the special Jury Prize at 
the Cannes Film Festival for 
a cartoon film he bad made 
with his patients. The success 
of "La Planete Sauvage" 
(The Wild Planet) projected 
the young filmmaker into the 
magic world of animated 
characters and the comic 


strip. 

in 1967, a year bubbling 
with creativity and new ideas, 
Laloux met Rene Folon, the 
French master of satirical 
drawing. He also began a. 
long collaboration with Ro- 
land Topor, another creative 
giant who had just joined a 
new popular satirical maga- 
zine called Harakiri. 
Together the two artists 
made two short films, ‘‘Les 
Temps Morts” (Empty 
Tunes) and “ Les Escargots ” 
(Snails). The works broke 
new ground both in content 
and graphics style and 
pioneered a new era in 
French cartoon art. 

Cartoons have enjoyed a 
huge revival in Europe dur- 
ing the past 10 years, with 
France and Belgium in the 
lead. A whole host of new 
books, whose characters have 
become household names, is 
celebrated at an annual book 
festival in he western city of 
Angouieme. Very little of the 
material is aimed at children , 
and fans of the “B.D. ” (short 


for bande desstnee — comic 
strip) consider the genre a 
new form of art. 

Explains filmmaker 
Laloux , who was interviewed 
during a recent visit to Egypt: 
“We had our marching 
orders, so to speak. These 
were not cartoons, they were 
not for children and they 
were not comedy. We wanted 
to do something different, 
something fantastic, lyrical, 
poetic, provocative ... / was 
interested in sophisticated 
graphics and talented artists. 
I loved to work with artists in 
the same way as I had worked 
with the patients at the 
psychiatric hospital. I try to 
bring out their bidden ta- 
lent. ” 

Laloux admits that it 
wasn't hard to draw out the 
talent of a ' master like Topor, 
but transforming drawings 
into moving images is 
another matter. "The draw- 
ings have to be put into a 
dramatic context, they have 
to be brought to life, they 
must be given a rhythm and a 
pace in the narrative," he 
adds. 

Mickey Mouse, Donald 
Duck, Tom and Jerry and all 
the other stars of the cartoon 
world are like the cast of a 
movie. They are the product 
of a lengthy creative process, 
which, like in an ordinary 
feature film, is controlled by 
the director. “Die director is 
the boss. On the artistic level 
there is no democracy, and 
the work is the same for a 
cartoon as a real movie with 
actons. There are sets, music, 
dialogue , mixing , editing ... 
technically, it boils down to 
the same thing, ” says Laloux. 

He is currently writing a 
book about the art he knows 
best because , he says, no one 
has done it before. "In my 
opinion the art of the cartoon 
is far richer, more inventive 
and grown-up than the art of 
making a film with actors. 
The whole phenomenon by 


which the spectator identifies 
■ with the star of the screen is 
what makes the cinema 
magic, but at the same time it 
is a pretty simple equation. 
The cartoon is abstract, ideas 
are being projected on the 
screen that have no direct 
reference to the public, ’’ he 
explains. 

Creators of cartoon films, 
therefore, must find a way to 
make sure that the audience 
can relate to the subject. The 
film has to carry a message. 
At the same time . Laloux 
notes , most of the movie 
moguls think of cartoons as 
kid stuff. "Most adults see 
children as having very li- 
mited minds that cannot re- 
ceive too many messages and 
need simple thoughts. This is 
a very conformist and con- 
ventional vision of the child. 
To me, children are an ideal 
audience because the poten- 
tial of their imagination is far 
greater than that of adults, ” 
be argues. 

According to Laloux , his 
work at the psychiatric hos- 
pital gave him an insight into 
how the mind works as we 
age. His conclusion: "Adults 
are alienated and unhappy 
most of the time. Some of os 
escape that fate, ” he adds, 
laughing, "but in general the 
adult spectator has a lazy , 
disappointing mind." 

Laloux is convinced that 
children need stimulating im- 
ages to help them fulfill their 
creative potential as adults. 
He recalls with delight an 
occasion when his films were 
shown to an audience of 5- 
and 6-year-olds. "It was the 
most rewarding experience I 
have ever had. What an audi- 
ence! They are very imagina- 
tive and critical at the same 
tune.” Laloux sees the car- 
toon as a potentially powerful 
educational tool, an idea cur- 
rently explored by French 
educators. Meanwhile, he is 
planning an bour-long 
adaptation of the 18th cen- 



Ream Laloux 


.tury fairy .tale The Beauty 
And The Beast. He does not 
seem worried that the Disney 
Studio , with its considerable 
resources, is filming a version 
of the same story due out in. 
about three years. "Mine will 
be made with little money, 
but it will come out in a 
year,” Laloux says. 

Other projects include a 
television series he is making 
with artist Jacques Colombat. 
"The theme is a little surreal- 
ist, and ‘green.’ Earth is no- 
thing more than a huge gar- 
bage can , and man leaves to 
find somewhere else to five. 
Objects and animals are left 


alone, and they seize power. " 

The filmmaker predicts 
that other art forms related to 
the cartoon are likely to de- 
velop further, particularly 
puppet shows such as the 
wildly popular TV Muppets. 
“ One development we don't 
think about enough is that 
televison calls for three- 
dimensional characters. / 
think this trend is going to 
grow, and soon. Another 
probable trend is the use of 
real actors dressed up to look 
like fantastic, incredible 
beings. ” Incredible? Nothing 
is in Laloux’s world — World 
News Link. 
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Psychologists 
plead for help 
for disaster 


By Graham Heatbcote 
The Associated Press 


LONDON — Researchers 
who studied disasters and ter- 
rorist crimes say rescue work- 
ers can be as emotionally 
affected as survivors and rela- 
tives, and need careful 
counseling. 


Police officers . ambulance 
workers and firefighters have 
quit their jobs because no- 
body talked to them about 
the mental strain, speakers 
told 700 delegates at a Lon- 
don conference of the British 
Psychological Society. 

Margaret Mitchell . 
psychology lecturer at Glas- 
gow University, said, “we 
need to learn how rescuers 
can finally put these trauma- 
tic experiences behind them 
and continue to operate 
effectively in their jobs. " 


Britain suffered a dozen 
disasters that claimed 1.000 
lives within four years in the 
1990s — including 150 deaths 
in two soccer stadiums 188 on 
a capsised English channel 
ferry, and 167 in a North Sea 
oil piarform explosion. 

Some rescuers involved 
also went abraod to help after 
earthquakes in Armenia. 
Iran and the Philippines. 


Recently, four London fire- 
men who fought the 1987 
King's Cross subway station 
fire in which 31 people died 
were awarded a total of 
S66.000 in damages for in- 
juries that were almost exclu- 
sively psychological. 

The claim was settled out 
of court and the men became 
the first members ot s ‘the . 
emergency services to reibive 
compensation for sudff in- 
juries. 


The psychologists' meeting 
was held three days before 
the second anniversary of the 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103. which killed all 259 peo- 
ple on the airliner and 11 
others on the ground in Lock- 
erbie. Scotland. 

“More than 2.000 police 
from Strathclyde ( a Scottish 
region) were sent to Locker- 
bie , so that only limited 
psychological debriefing 
could be carried out." said 
Ms. NIitchefi. who studied 
police officers working in the 
Lockerbie morgue. 


By Catbarina Aanderud 


BURNOUT, from the En- 
glish. is one of the latest 
buzzwords in German. The 
symptoms — a decline in 
workload capacity and pro- 
ductivity. bouts o f depression 
zsd more frequent illness — 
transcend language tamers. 

They are preoccupying 
sociologists and. to an in- 
creasing degree manage- 
ments. The burnout syn- 
drome has now been identi- 
fied in the health service . but 
few if any professions seem to 
be spared. 

Hamburg University 
Psychologist Matthias 
Burisch has investigated the 
phenomenon for seven years. 
It was brought to his atten- 
tion by businessmen. 


ers so affected by horrors 
they saw that they were phy- 
sically sick in the mornings 
before going to work. 

" The effects of disaster on 
rescue workers can be as 
traumatic as shell shock and 
combat fatigue in warfare 
and as long lasting. " said Dr. 
James Thompson , a psycho- 
logist at London’s Middlesex 
Hospital who also runs a 
stress clinic helping disaster 
survivors. 


“In every disaster, some 
people involved are mentally 
disabled because they are 
carrying such burden ." 
Thompson said at a news 
conference. 


“AU the evidence we have 
suggests it is helpful if those 
working on a disaster are 
encouraged to talk about 
their reactions and decisions 
with psychologists and social 
workers, even within the 
team with someone who has 
done it before." 


Thompson added, “we find 
some people are not helped 
by counseling. That’s a chal- 
lenge for which we are still 
trying to find the real factors 
and the real therapy. " 

He said authorities should tell 
re la tives whate ver th ey 
wanted to know even if the 
details were very painful, and 
they should have a legal right 
to information. 


“ They should be told ev- 
erything — it would help 
them get over the shock. " he 
said. 


Iris Suzuki, a medical stu- 
dent who studied stress 
■ among 10 London ambulance 
'^bikers: said. “the public ex - 
liffcts ambulance crews to be 
superhuman and act like it. 
but deep down they react like 
any other human beings." 


Dr. Jim Swire, a country 
doctor whose daughter Flora 
was killed on Pan Am Flight 
103, said a deliberate effort 
was made to stop relatives 
from finding out what had 
happened. 


“There were official moves 
to ensure that available in- 
formation should not go to 
the relatives and it took a Jot 
of pushing and shoving to 
change it," he said. 


“Many of them still think 
about what they saw and 
some of them say they could 
have got over the stress if 
there had been structured de- 
briefing after each day's 
work. But that wasn’t 
possible. 

“There is often a Feeling of 
alienation among the rescue 
services who have seen things 
that others cannot imagine. ” 
Dr. David Duckworth, a 
Leeds University consulting 
psychologist to three police 
forces . said be knew of offic- 


Swire is campaigning for 
Flight 103 families to be told 
everything about the 
bombing. 

He expressed disappoint- 
ment that the Home Office, 
which runs the police, has not 
set up professional and coor- 
dinated support groups to 
help relatives in future disas- 
ters. 


“ Some people believe the 
right thing to do is to hide 
things from relatives but no- 
thing can happen to a relative 
to compare with the disaster. 
It is beneficial to relatives to 
talk about it." Swire said. . 


Considerable improvemen 
in hearing quality 


The Triton 3000 -a world, 
novelty from Munich 


MUNICH (INP). Eight lead- 
ing manufacturers of hearing- 
aids from Europe and the 
U.S.A-with an overall world 
market share of almost 50 per 
cent — wifi in future make 
use of standard system for 
programming “digital 
hearing-aids. " 

The system, which bears 
the designation PMC ('‘prog- 
rammable multi channel") 
has been developed jointly in 
Munich and signifies a furth- 
er “ major step on the way to 
catering optimally for those 
with impaired bearing . ” 

The more precisely a bear- 
ing-aid can be adapted to 
individual requirements, the 
better linguistic understand- 
ing becomes and consequent- 
ly, the ability to hear again. 

So far, the adjustment pro- 
cedure was made more diffi- 
cult on account of the fact 


that conventional aids bad to 
be set manually. This does 
not apply to digitally prog- 
rammable hearing-aids — a 
still relatively new technique: 
with the aid of microp- 
rocessor-controlled program- 
ming units, the optimal data 
applying in each case for inst- 
ance, for amplifying and har- 
monisation vis-a-vis the re- 
sidual hearing capacity, are 
fed into the bearing-aid. 


The new three-channel 
hearing-aid “ Triton 3000" is 
being offerd as a world novel- 
ty in terms of bearing-aid 
technology. 


First of all. extensive trials 
were carried out interna- 
tionally — in the Federal 
Republic of Germany as well 
as in Austria, Switzerland 
and the U.S.A. The transmis- 
sion range of the device is 


■ split up into three individual 
segments — in accordance 
with the sound frequencies — 
low, medium and high. By 
means of the programming 
unit , the three sectors can be 
adjusted individually inde- 
pendent of each other — in 
such a way. in order to assist 
the affected person as much 
as possible. 

Such differentiation in 
accordance with frequency 
ranges has not been possible 
so far in the case of conven- 
tional one-channel hearing- 
aids. Although automatic 
regulation is also carried out 
in everyday operation here as 
well , this does not apply to 
the entire transmission range 
of the device , without actual- 
ly taking different hearing 
problems in various sounds 
frequency ranges into 
account. 



programmable 


qumBtyti&P phot*). 


■- • y v ’•52^! 


AIDS risk increased by other sexual diseases 




By Claude Regin 
Reuter 


GENEVA — The risk of 
contracting AIDS may be 
greatly increased for people 
infected with other sexually 
transmitted diseases, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) said in a study issued 
Thursday. 

Lesions caused by some of 
the diseases may increase the 
chance of contracting the 
HIV virus which leads to 
AIDS (acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome) by as 
much as 300 per cent, the 
study said. 

As a result, ideas about 
controlling sexually transmit- 


ted infections were changing. 

“ Public health officials 
now know that attempts to 
control the spread of HIV or 
AIDS cannot be made with- 
out attempting to control 
other infections that are also 
transmitted sexually. “ Andre 
Meheus. head of WHO's 
programme on sexually trans- 
mitted diseases, told a news 
conference. 

The study said other sex- 
ually transmitted diseases 
(STDs) or infections received 
Tittle publicity before the 
appearance of the AIDS 
epidemic a decade ago. 

Yet each year an estimated 
ZSQjr iillion people fall prey to 
STDs. which can cause steril- 


ity. stillbirths, miscarriages, 
blindness and even death. 

The number of victims has 
been increasing for the past 
25 years and is still going up. 

“But only the advent of the 
HIV virus responsible for 
AIDS has prompted govern- 
ments to pay attention to 
older diseases and infec- 
tions.” Meheus said. 

“AIDS apart, they are not 
killer diseases. But they do 
cause some deaths although 
we do not have an overall 
figure.” ■ 

Gonorrhea had declined in 
many industrialised nations 
due to.the impact of AIDS on 
• sexual behaviour, but STDs 
were not under control in" 


either developed or develop- 
ing nations, he said. 

Sex education was an effec- 
tive method of combating 
STDs but in most parts of the 
world forma/ sexual educa- 
tion either did not exist, was 
inadequate or was provided 
too late in adolescence, the 
study said. 

One notable exception was 
Sweden, the first country to 
introduce compulsory sex 
education at school. “As a 
result, gonorrhea and syphilis 
have almost disappeared 
there.” it added. 

By contrast, urban migra- 
tion in developing countries 
had uprooted many young 
men and women . often lead- 


ing to new sexual habits, in- gonorrhea. 20 ■- million of 
eluding unprotected sexual genital herpes. 3.5 million of 


intercourse with multiple 
partners. 

As a result, the study said, 
between three and 15 per 
cent of women attending pre- 
natal c/asses in sub-Saharan 
Africa . South East Asia and 
the Caribbean were infected 
with gonorrhea. Untreated 
gonorrhea in pregnant 
women can cause blindness in 
newborns. 

The study showed th at the 
250 million or more STDs 
occurring annually broke 
down into 12Q .million cases 


syphilis. 2.5 million Of hepati- 
tis B virus and twb million 
cases of chancroid. \ 


Frank Judson. medical 
officer with the WHQ‘s STD/ 
AIDS programme ; said hepa- 
titis B was included in\the fist 
because 50 per cent qf cases 
occurred through sexual 
transmission. “ Two and half 
million new cases each year 
are attributable to sexual in- 
tercourse, ” he said, t 


In addition , an estimated 


dawn into 12Q .million cases one million people were in- 
of trichomoniasis, 50 million -fected with the -HI V 'virus 
cdses ofchlamydia, 30tnillioW^ ftUch cau£§s which 

of genital, warts, 25 million o£^3$fre is 




Studies strengthen link between genetics and breast cancer 
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By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Two re- 
search groups reported that 
they have closed in on a 
gene that increases suscepti- 
bility to breast cancer in some 
families. 


Mary-Oaire King of the 
t/ni versify of California , Ber- 
keley, said that in a ncedlc- 
in-a-haystack quest for a gene 
linked to the disease, her 
research group has narrowed 
the search to a specific 
chromosome. 


“We're now at the point of 
knowing the handful of hay in 
which this needle lies. as op- 
posed to baring to search 
through the whole haystack, ” 
she said in an intem'ew. 

Meanwhile, a research 
team from the University of 
Utah Health Sciences Centre 
has found that proliferative 
breast disease, a condition 


known to be connected to 
developing breast cancer, has 
been found to be inherited in 
some families. 

“ Based on this study, we 
believe the genetic suscepti- 
bility to breast cancer is more 
common than previously 
thought.” said Dr. Mark H. 
Skolnick of the Utah group. 

Both groups have been 
studying families with large 
numbers of breast cancer 
cases. The studies were pub- 
lished in the journal Science. 

Skolnick and King said 
their studies could lead even- 
tually to tests enabling 
women with known cancer 
risks, based on their family 
histories, to be treated even 
before the smallest of tumors 
have formed. 

“The long-term goal of this 
kind of work is to try to 
develop diagnostic techni- 
ques that wifi allow the detec- 
tion of aberrant cells in the 
breast at an extremely early 


stage,” said King. “ Those 
cells could be removed and 
the woman go on with a 
normal life." 

With such tests used wide- 
ly. she said, “it would be 
possible that there would be 
no mortality from breast 


Such clinical applications 
of the two studies, however, 
are many years away. King 
said. 


In the California project, 
the scientist said her team 
studied more than 400 mem- 
bers of 23 famfies with a total 
of 116 cases of breast cancer. 
Breast cancer in those fami- 
lies, she said, tended to de- 
velop at an early age and 
often involved both breasts. 


By analysing blood sam- 
ples and then comparing 
genetic patterns. King said, 
the scientists found nine 


families in which susceptibfi- 
itv'to the earlv onset of breast 


cancer was linked to chromo- 
some L7Q. one of the 46 
chromosomes found in hu- 
man cells. 

Now, she said, the resear- 
chers are attempting to find 
the specific breast cancer 
gene within that chromo- 
some. 

King said that even when 
the gene is found, it wifi not 
be the fmalstory in inherited 
breast cancer risk. She said 
that a combination of genes is 
involved in developing the 
disease and that still other 
genes may permit the cancer 
to grow and proliferate. 

Furthermore , the scientist 
said, most breast cancers may 
have no inherited genetic 
component. 

“ People need to under- 
stand that having a mother 
with breast cancer does not 
mean it runs in the family, ’’ 
she said. Families such as 
those studied, where early 
breast cancer occurs often , 


are “really, really rare , ” said 
King. “Less than five per 
cent of breast cancer patients 
are in such families.” 
Skolnick said his research- 
ers studied 103 women from 20 
families in which there were 
at least two dose blood rela- 
tives with breast cancer. The 
studies included mammogra- 
phy and the removal of cells 
for laboratory and genetic 
analysis. Control studies 
were done on 31 women who 
did not come from breast 
cancer-prone families. 


PBD. 

Skolnick said the study also 
suggests that the inherited 
risk for breast cancer, 
thought previously to be a 
factor primarily in families in 
which cases develop in young 
women of childbearing age 
and in women who develop 
cancer in both breasts ; may 
also be a factor in families 
where the cancer develops 
only in older women.' ' 


Thirty-five per cent of the 
women in families where 
breast cancer was common 
had laboratory evidence of 
proliferative breast disease, 
or PBD, Skolnick said. 

Among women in the con- 
trol study, only 13 per cent 
had PBD. 


“ Our study shows '• that 
there is a significant genetic 
component for unilateral (single 
breast) post menopausal breast 
cancer as well. ” be said. For 
this reason. Skolnick said 
that the inherited risk of 
breast cancer may be more 
common than previously be- 
lieved. It will take more stu- 
dies to prove this, however. 


The study demonstrates, 
he said, that there is an inher- 
ited component in developing 


Science, which published 
the studies, is the journal -of $ T|( 
the American Association for ». 

the Advancement of Science. ” 


Trying to come to terms with the burnout syndrome 


In 1983 be was approached 
by the personnel manager of 
Otto-Versand, a Hamburg 
mail-order firm, about prob- 
lems the company was having 
with middle-aged middle 
management stiff who had 
worked bard but, in all prob- 
ability. peaked in their 
careers. 

Burisch decided it was time 
to take a closer look at the 
subject. His findings have 
now been published in book 
form, entitled Das Burnout- 
Syndrom. 

The syndrome is shown to 
be a gradual process. All of 
us, he says , are familiar with 
and wifi have been through 
its initial phases. 

No career group seems to 
be spared . although US 
psychoanalyst Herbert J. 


Fnudenberger, who coined 
the term, originally felt it 
only affected people working 
in what might be termed the 
helping professions. 

In the 1970s he observed 
how honorary staff of 
alternative charitable orga- 
nisations were transformed in 
next to no time into depress* 
/ve cynics who dealt with 
their clients in an increasingly 
off-putting and couldn’t-care- 
less manner. 

Burnout syndrome has 
since been diagnosed in . 
roughly 30 professions. 

“ Not just nurses, social 
workers and teachers can 
bum out," Burisch says. "So 
can air hostesses, control 
tower staff, police officers. 
lawyers and , in particular, 
politicians and company ex- 


ecutives. " 

They all start as keen as 
mustard to do a good job that 
frequently becomes the cen- 
tre of their fives. But this 
initial commitment is hit bard 
by overwork or disappointed 
expectations, with the effect 
that is only to be expected on 
productivity. 

In a state of having inward- 
ly served notice to quit they 
then put in as little work as 
possible to do no more than is 
necessary. 

What then follows includes 
psychosomatic symptoms 
such as insomnia . tension , 
high blood pressure . often 
accompanied by high alcohol, 
coffee and cigarette con- 
sumption. 

" Finally . " be says , " there is 
a state of emotional, social 


and intellectual impoverish- 
ment that culminates in a 
feeling of senselessness, inner 
void and total despair." 

Burisch attributes the 
burnout syndrome to failure 
reach a position or status of 
power — and failure to come 
to terms with the fact. 

Promotion may be ruled 
out by the present job-holder 
having years to go. An unten- 
able situation may arise from 
which there is no escape. 

The victim might, for inst- 
ance, be a nurse who has 
reached the end of her tether 
but feels .duty bound not to 
leave her patients in the 
lurch. 

So a workaholic is a poten- 
tial burnout case. Buriseh's 
antidote is his 2L theory. 
“We have to be able to stand 


on two legs. " he says . u Lcis- 
tung (achievement, or career 
performance) and Liebe 
(love). 

“What is it that recharges 
your batteries? Not just 
achievement , success and 
recognition. There are also 
Jove, sympathy and kindli- 
ness." 

A reliable network of so- 
cial relationships has an anti- 
burnout effect. Burisch says. 
He also lists three precondi- 
tions that help to prevent 
humouf at work. 

The first is an u optimum 
degree of clarity as to one’s 
target. " The second is that 
resources must be genuinely 
available. The third is feed-, 
back. 

By resources he means 
conditions in which what is 


expected of someone is 
feasible. 

* Young managers who are 
expected to sweep with a new 
broom but are then told there 
must be no changes, or pro- 
ject staff with no powers of. 
decision" are classic burnout 
prospects. 

Feedback is particularly 
important, and particularly 
lacking, in the helping profes- 
sions* "It often only happens 
when something has gone 
wrong , so no news is good 
news." 

Burisch has no universally 
applicable advice to burnout 
victims, but the first step he 
advises is to stand back and 
take stock. 

M Let the victim find some- 
one to ask him the right 
questions and not to let Mm 


stay stuck in the mud, some- 
one to join him in finding out 
jnsCwhat is going on.”-* 

Do it soon enough, Bnrisch 
says , and you will hive 
grasped the situation . after 
two hours of counselling. Bat 
if you are already suffering 
from physical symptoms" then 
have no fear of taking profes- 
sional advice. 

Where burnout k due. ® 
poor wort routines or to fiic- 
tion within a team, organisa- 
tional changes can remedy 
matters. 

Companies such as Otto- 
Versand, Siemens, Hoecbst, 
Nixdorf and Audi have real- 
ised how important organisa- 
tional stnjcGzres are. They aB 
now offer information 
courses to forestall burnout 
Stuttgarter Nacbricbtcn. 
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Major climbed off a roller coaster, 
but the fun has yet to come 




By David Storey 
Reuter 

LOND ON — It was the year 
Britain c3nnbed off the roller 
coaster of the Thatcher era, one 
of the most radical upheavals in 
social and political life dta cen- 
tury, and opted for a gender ride 
under John Major. 

In 1990, Britain*s biggest 
a c t uat i o n was the dispatch of 
Margaret Thatcher, tenacious, 
survivor of a decade of straggle 
as prime minister, fay Conserva- 
tive Pa rty colleagues. They had 
grown weaiy of her 
and increasingly sceptical of her 
ideology. 

For 1991, Major brings a fresh. 
new face — and hope to a 
coo nt iy gripped a gain by the 
kind of economic sickness many 
believed Thatcher’s bitter medi- 
cine of the 1980s had cored for 
good. 

Ma jor, at 47 the yonngest 
prime minister for nearly a cen- 
tury, was chosen by the ruling 
conservatives in November as 
the man most likely to canyon 
the traditions of Thatcherism but 
with less c onf rontation and more 
consultation. 

But from his opening appear- 
ance in parliament, when be 

Diplomacy 

(Controlled from page 1) 

Secretary of State James Baker dm 
a partial withdrawal is not a subsitutc 
for a total withdrawal is in a sense 
precluding the relevance even of a 
partial withdrawal. 

However, if a process of with- 
drawal is to take place partial and 
total in the sense of withdrawal to 
the bonders agreed between Kuwait 
and Iraq — as yon know die territo- 
rial issue is not only common to 
Kuwait and Iraq hot to most of the 
Gulf states both at land and at sea — 
and to a lasting pence agreement or 
even a conflict firee zone in the Gulf 
then discussion has to succeed the 
beginning of the process of with- 
drawal. 

Q: Do you think that Mr. Saddam 
Hussein is ready for a partial with- 
drawal or gradual withdrawal if Pres- 
ident Bub guarantees no attack on 
Baghdad or no attack on Iraq? 

As This has been in Iraqi statements 
very dearly made from. I would say, 
day 2. the 3rd of August and our fear 
is that when speaking of attack 
against Baghdad we are not talking 
of the implementation of the U.N. 
resol uti ons aimed at the restoration 
of'Kuwait; we are talking the lan- 
guage of reprisal' and once reprisal 
starts and generalised confikt'easiies 
there is no way of determining what 
the strategic objectives of die bel- 
ligerents could be. 

Q: Do yon think Mr. Baker is now 
afraid of partial withdraw al, sodden 
partial withdrawal, by Presi de nt Sarf- 
dam Hussein and what kind of reac- 
tion would be from the Arabs if Iraq 
announces unilaterally partial with- 
drawal from Kuwait? 

A: I think that a unilateral initiative, 
whether on the development of a 
nuclear programme to make dear 
effectively that there is no official 
intention to develop a midear prog- 
ramme, whether On the subject of 
international water ways, I am talk- 
ing hypothetically, imernationaliring 
the water ways would reduce the 
tension over the t erritorial issues 
between many of the Gulf countries 
in the continental shelf, whether 
over the question of reparation and 
reparation is far less costly than war 
all of these and many other sugges- 
tions have been made. But if we take 
the question of unilateral initiative, 
in the case of the hostages, though 
the popular reaction was positive in 
many countries of the world, the 


declared “I am my own man," he 
has qmdd|y established his own 
style, reviving the more caring, 
tolerant and pro-European 
approach of pro-Thatcher Brit- 
ish conservatism. 

As he prepared for a general 
election, which might be called 
during 1991, he made dear the 
main policies would cot change. 

These include reliance on 
market forces and individual in- 
itiative, privatisation of state 

concerns and ma int a inin g ti g h t 
monetary policies to control in- 
flation. 

Major ma d e clear Britain's 
tough fine on the Golf crisis 
would continue? He planned to 
visit the countr y' s troops sta- 
tioned in Saadi Arabia in eqrty 
January and said they would 
certainly be used if Iraq d id not 
pull out of Kuwait. 

But the new prime mini s te r 
quickly abandoned the autocra- 
tic belligerence of Thatcher, who 
early in her 11-year rale asked 
hypothetically: “Whoever won a 
battle under the banner T stand 
for cons en s u s'?'’ 

Major was quick to abandon 
the abrasive tone in winch she 
rejected further integration 
within the European Com- 
munity. 


official American reaction was *we 
do not congratulate him for some- 
thing be should have done in the first 
place’ so if the reaction to a partial 
withdrawal officially in the U.S. is 
going to be *we will not congratulate 
him for something that be should 
have done in the first place some- 
thing that should lead to a total 
withd ra wa l then clearly the mind-set 
wiQ not have been changed but as far 
as the Arab World is concerned I 
think the beginning of a process of 
withdrawal can only be inte r pr e ted 
as a responsible gesture leading to a 
political settlement. 

Q: What kind of influence or after- 
math on die Arabs do you speculate 
if war broke out? 

A: I believe that the bitterness of the 
wounds that have already been 
opened since die 2nd of August 
between Arabs and potentially be- 
tween Muslims would be very very 
difficult to contain in the aftermath 
of a war, particularly a war involving 
such a heavy international presence 
on Arab sod. The casualties wQl be 
in their tens possibly hundreds of 
thousands. As has been SO 

per cent of casualties in war would of 
course be civilian casualties. The 
ecological disaster, the bitterness 
and the anxiety resulting from eco- 
nomic disruption and we are prepar- 
ing in this country for example for a . 
minim um, m -en wU wg to the U.N. 
system, of one million evacuees. Ail 
of this cannot be contained in the 
future by police action, when people 
are totally mhfiistic, have nothing to 
hope for, one can only expect a 
period of violence and instability. 
Q: And if the war break out how you 
will then reply? 

A: Jordan will defend its sovereignty 
against all comers. 

Q: So you wOI take a neutral posi- 
tion? 

Ar As I said Jordan would have to 
defend its sovereignty against ah 
comers. Jordan is not a passage for 
military aggression. 

Q: President Saddam Hussein has 
repeatedly stated that if the U.S. 
attacked Iraq or Kuwait, Iraq will 
retaliate to Israel. Do yon thin k Mr. 
Saddam Hussein really try to do 
that? 

A: It is a very alarming reality, I 
repeat, a reality that we have been 
wanting against. The possibility of a 
generalised conflict since the 2nd of 
August. And only since such a state- 
ment is made does the international 
community begin to realise the grav- 
ity of the situation. 

So, as I have said from die very 


He laid the ground for a part- 
nership with other EC states at a 
coamnmity «wnrmr in Rome on 
Dec. 14, when he impressed his 
older and more hardened col- 
leagues with a mix t ure of frank- 
ness, confidence and enthu- 
siasm. 

“We see it m our national 
sdf-mterest to help build and 
shape the European Community 
and that’s what we hope to do,” 


inanity.” 

Major, who made his own way 
from humble origins as the son 
of a trapeze artist, is in some 
ways an embodiment of the 
“new man” of Thatcherism. 

Her policy, which included big 
tax cots and de-regulating finan- 
cial and other business, was to 
break class moulds, opening the 
way into trade, business or poli- 
tics for those with guts and en- 


c He laid the ground for a partnership 
with other EC states at a community 
summit in Rome on Dec. 14, when he 
impressed his older and more hardened 
colleagues with a mixture of frankness, 
confidence and enthusiasm. “We see it in 
our national self-interest to help build 
and shape the European Community.” 


he told them — but Britain 
would not be diverted from its 
step-by-step approach to doser 
monetary and economic unity. 

One British affirial said Major 
nndedmed the d iffe re nc e be- 
tween himself and Thatcher, 18 
years Ins senior, by stressing that 
“most people of his generation 
and younger hi Britain take a 
very positive view of the cam- 


beginning that this country has 
stated and restated, I think on the 
question of linkage between the 
Iraqi- Kuwaiti conflict and annexa- 
tion and the case of Palestine has 
resulted in so much effort on the part 
of the international comm unity to 
give tip service to the Palestinian 
question without recognising it fully 
on its own merit. And I would have 
hoped effectively, that, and still 
hope that this issue can be gives a 
greater attention. However we have 
also warned that in the event of war 
when yon foreclose aD options apart 
from total unilateral non-negotiabie 
withdrawal, effectively total capi- 
tulation. 

Q: But tite Japanese are now very 
afraid of the Jordanian involvement 
if war breaks out between Israel and - 
Iraq. 

A: Wefl, as I said, dearly we didn’t 
choose our neighbours. 

Q: And could you please the 

present relations of Jordan with 
Saudi Arabia and with the U.S.? 
A: I think that there is continuing 
dialogue dearly with the U.S. It has 
been simplistidy put, are you are 
with us or against us? We are not 
against die U.S. We share many of 
the same values in our search for 
democracy and social justice but at 
tile same time there is dearly a 
diffe re nce of opintoa.and approach. . 
We have not joined the multination- 
al force nor do we beieve that the 
war option is the way in which 
occupation and annexation of 
Kuwait is to be resolved. We believe 
that there is the possibility if the 
U.S. will co n s i d e r more fully a poli- 
tical settlement, as Edward Heath 
put it the other day I think, to 
continue to say appeasement as 
though ta lkin g of a political settle- 
ment is unacceptable because it is 
appeasement makes us feel uncom- 
fortable. Here in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict why is it that the internation- 
al co mm u n i t y asked us to enter into 
a negotiation process and does not 
see that an appeasement in the case 
of load and I think again as Mr. 
Heath put it there is difference be- 
tween appeasement and common 
sense. So given the cost of war we 
are appealing for humanitarian com- 
mon sense and we think the time is 
still opportune. But we have to wait 
and see as I said what happens after 
the 15th of January. 

Qs And how about the relation with 
Saudi Arabia? Is the Jordanian 
a m bass ad or re turni ng recently to 
Riyadh? 

A: Yes. It is abnormal that Jordan 


terprise. 

It helped create John Major, 
but it also helped create the 
geC-ricb-quack “yuppie” phfloso- 
phy that undermined foug-estab- 
fiahed social sys tem s. 

When he took over on Nov. 
28, Major said it was his aim to 
build “a society in winch what 
people fulfil will depend on their 
talent, their application and 


and Saudi Arabia should not enjoy 
cordial good relations. 

Q: And bow could yoa evaluate the 
recent U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tion on the Palestinian issue? 

A: Well, I mean if yon want tbe legal 
evaluation I w£Q just read to you 
from this paper the reference to the 
international conference was rele- 
gated to a statement by the presi- 
dent. It was not made in tbe body of 
the -resolution. Of course relegating 
the reference to the international 
conference to a statement by the 
president gives the i m pression in this 
part of the worid that it is a symbolic 
reference to the international confer- 
ence. So in a sense this is a middle 
ground between the American wish 
not to reward Saddam by a linkage 
and the Original non-aligned request 
for reference to a peace conference. 
That is one observation. My second 
observation would be that it is in- 
teresting to see the reference to 242 
and 338 but also to notice the abs- 
ence of any re feren c e to resolutions 
462 and 478 on settlements and on 
Jerusalem. I stiO Hrinfc however that 
it is a step in the right direction 
that.... would contribute to a pro- 
cess. 

Q: To read an Iraqi news agency 
report that Iraq has welcome the 
resignation of Mr. Shevardnadze 
welcomes if Mr. Primakov succeed 
as foreign minister of the Soviet 
Union and ft would be good for the 
Arabs. 

A: I think that is an Iraqi statement 
on bilateral relations with the Soviet 
Union. 

Q: Roughly do you "r 1 *™ the 
Jordanian situation, I mean econo- 
mic problems in Jordan? 

A: Economically I would be happy to 
give you a paper in terms of 
Japanese assistance to date in par- 
ticular but I would also like to refer 
you to tbe fact that we are bedding a 
small round-table discussion on the 
fifth of January, 

Q: And today yon are satisfied with 
the Japanese efforts to help Jordan 
economy? 

A: I am impressed by the fact that 
the first (o respond was in fact the 
Japanese government to tbe require- 
ments of Jordan as stated by U.N. 
special representative John Ripext. 
However it was very dear to the 
Japanese governments and the EC 
government participating in the 
meeting of the 17th of November 
that the shortfall between $1.4 bil- 
lion pledged to Jordan in 1990 and 
approximately $200 mfllioa received 
is still very alarming. 


their good fortune.” 

Hie 1990$, be raid, would be 
“a decade of tbe mo at remark- 
able opportuni ties.” 

But fans language and that off 
Iris nifmcte nr indicated that to 
doing thfc be would respect tbe 
need to help those who had 
fallen through the cracks of 
Thatcher’s social revo lu tion. 

He quickly announced initia- 
tives in some key areas — to 
help the thousands of homeless 
who deep on city streets and 
those infected with AIDS 
through National Health Service 
blood transfiMskm. 

In 1991 the pofl tax or com- 
nimiity charge, which provoked 
mass rioting when it was im- 
posed in 1990 to finance local 
go vernmen t, will undergo a fun- 
damental review. Anger at tbe 
tax was a key factor in the wave 
of popular disc on t e nt that even- 
tua&y ousted Thatcher. 

Health Secretary William 
Waldegrave reflected the new 
f l u nking in a speech repudiating 
tbe ok) cost — efficiency — is — ail 
ap pro ac h to the National Health 
Service (NHS). 

“I think we have overdone the 
l ang ua g e of commerce in rela- 
tion to rite NHS.. .we have 
alarmed quite a lot of people 
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who think we do not know the 
differen ce between a hospital 
and a supermarket, ” be said. 

But despite the caring face. 
Major, the former chancellor of 
the exchequer (finance minis- 
ter), knows that through 1991 at 
leak, to sqeeze out high inflation 
he will have to maintain the tight 
policies that have already caused 
great social pain. 

Tbe remedy involves in t er est 
rates of 14 per cent, which 
caused a rash of bankruptcies 
and a record jump in unemploy- 
ment in November, when 57,600 
people were pat oat of work, 
bringing die total to 1.76 nriDion 
— &2 per cent of the work force.. 

Major predicts inflation will 
fall from jut under 10 per cent 
to aroiind 5.5 by the end of 1991, 
and the economy wfll begin to 
pick up towards; the middle of 
the year after the current slump. 

The pace of the economic 
recovery will influence tike prime 
minis t er' s choice of when to bold 
a general election which he must 
call by nod-1992. 

Opinion poDs showed be en- 
joyed a honeymoon with die 
electorate after taking over, re- 
viving fam party’s su p port winch 
had slumped in the last 18 
months of Thatcher’s rule. 



Hijab — a lesson in obedience 


To the Editor: 


IN reference to the article entitled “Hijab — a passport to 
liberty” published in the Jordan Times on Dec. 17, 1 would like to 
publish the following comment: 

Although I was intrigued by tbe title of the article ’“Hijab — a 
passport to liberty,” I was somewhat misled by the tide and 
confused by its message. 

I also found it to contain various forms of contradictions and 
perhaps false excuses, not on the part of its writer as much as on 
the part of those who took part in expressing their views. This, in 
my view, has resulted mainly from ignorance of Islam and 
attachment to various forms of interpretations that are based on 
man-made theories and convictions. 

In doing so, tbe writer of the article has committed herself to- 
conveying false interpretations and failed to compare the results 
of her “research” to tbe essence of Islam. And I insist on 
specifying the “essence of Islam” simply because all those who 
turned overnight into speakers on or about Islam have always 
referred to it through individual practices, personal opinions or 
isolated incidents rather than Ailing with it as a unique an d 
sacred way of life. In other terms, dealing with the religion at face 
vahie and not in an in-depth analysis of the reasons and motives 
and even perhaps tbe rewards of Islam. 

Allow me first to explain in very few words tike meaning of 
Islam and therefore its essence. 

Islam as tbe word means is the total submission to. God and 
subsequently to His "will. This total submission results from the 
absolute conviction (eeman) of His absolute power and our 
absolute weakness. Oar pride in human genius, power and ability 
to solve problems and to create methods of advancement has 
blinded us and limited our abilities to realise our true weaknesses. 

However, belief in and submission to God is not an issue that 
we may take lightly or even be- subjected to whims and moods. 

God’s will was that we should obey Him and that for those of us 
who don't, punishment was waiting. Once we have established 
belief in God, we cannot create excuses for not obeying Him, 
simply because we humans are daily subjected (willingly or 
otherwise) to different forms of obedience. We obey tbe 
government for fear of imprisonment, we obey traffic laws for 
fear of a ticket, we obey our parents for fear of flogging or 
“grounding” or stopping oar allowances, we obey onr teachers for 
fear of low grades, we obey our employers for fear of sacking, we 
even obey tbe whims of our boy/girl friends for fear of a 
heart-break. So why in God’s name can’t we obey onr creator for 
fear of eternal hell? 

This whole obedience exercise has shown only one thing, that 
we are willing to accept something hard in order to reap 
something better. The same tiring applies to our relationship with 
God. On the other hand, one has to bear in nrind that whatever 
we do towards God is not really done for Him but rather for ns, 
because it is ns who will reap tbe benefits and that whatever we do 
(right or wrong) will not affect God anymore than removing a 
drop of water from the ocean would affect it 


Hence, obedience should not be applied with double standards. 
Furthermore, total submission and obethence work both ways in 
Mam. Obedience can be pleasant as is the case with fulfilling the 
right to marry . Obedience is obedienoe whether pleasant or not 
and a human’s commitment to man’s creator’s orders is an 
indicator of thp level of his belief and conviction. 

In other words, those women who have said they believed in 
God bat were not quite ready yet to implement His wishes or 
orde rs are not true believers as they claim. Chums of not being 
convinced of covering up are only a load of baloney, to use 
American metaphor. And even if one is to believe that they 
needed to be convinced, the question is what have they done 
tow a r ds gaming that conviction, besides coming up with excuses? 

We've also read the views of a criminologist and a psychiatrist 
on the “back to Islam” trend. Both views were made through 
'Western man-made perspectives. It surely does sound like true 
belief and total obedience are signs of mental illness or criminal 
trends that are the subject of analyse by both teachings. 

It is swh methods that gave Islam a bad image. The role of the 
media in this regard has affected Islam adversely. In fact several 
people I know are more afraid of a Muslim “fundamentalist” than 
they would be of Rabbi Kahane. To many, tbe sight of extreme 
Jewish zealots would only arouse political sentiments. Unfortu- 
nately, tiie right of a bearded Muslim is often related to 
. backwardness or other adjectives of common use. 

Let us be senrible andreahstic^ seeking to dig out individuals 
who use tike l %nagje , ’ : _ of Islam to fulfill personal needs can sorely 
be an attempt to discredit Islam just as much as those women have 
disawfited themsefve&. J ita a welTestabtished fact that those who 
adopt a different personality to Teach a socially accepted status 
are not honest with themselves nor with their society, that is not 
to say that they axe frandnlent or even sick. 

However, one look at our society reveals a horrifying picture. 
Western I nfl u e n ce has swept over ranch of onr lifetsyies and 
beliefs not only in contradiction of onr religion bat also of 
valuable social values. Hence the case was made by all senri- 
naked women that they have die right to exhibit the major chunk 
of their bodies in accordance with personal freedoms and the 
control of their destinies, while some others put the “whole lot” 
for sale. 

We must all remember that despite all the arguments, we are 
not really free after alL We are not free to evade fife, nor are we 
free to evade death However, we are tree to choose our ways, 
something for which we are accountable at the end of the day. 

We have the solutions right here in tbe “book.” All it takes is 
conviction and obcrfience... the essence of Islam. 

Hijab. although I hate to use the word because it means 
something totally different, a solution to many problems as long 
as it is used with conviction and not as part of charade. ■ 

It fa another lesson of obedience. It is another, but not the only 
passport to “eternal” freedom. 

M.A. HAMMAD 
AMMAN 
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Arsenal closes gap on Liverpool 


LONDON (R) — Arsenal con- 
tinued to snap at Liverpool's 
heels in the English first division 
title race with 2 stylish 3-0 home 
win over Derby Wednesday. 

The result took the Gunners, 
docked two points last month, to 
within four points of leaders 
Liverpool, who were held to a 
1-1 draw at Queen’s Park Ran- 
gers. 

Some of the most entertaining 
fare of the Boxing Day program- 
me was served up at Leeds 
where the home team beat high- 
flying Chelsea 4-J. The victory 
stretched Leeds' unbeaten run to 
10 matches and carried them to 


fourth place in the cable. 

Leeds gained the upper hand 
in the 40th minute when Mel 
Sterland opened the scoring. 

A double by Lee Cnapman 
and a late goal from Michael 
■Whitlow sent Chelsea tumbling 
to their defeat in six league 
games. 

Kerry Dixon netted Chelsea's 
only goal in the 65th minute. 

The three clubs at the foot of 
the table all had reason to cele- 
brate. 

Bottom-placed Sheffield Un- 
ited, who went 16 league match- 
es without a victory, beat Luton 
1-0 for their second successive 


victory. Brian Deane scored Un- 
ited's goal in the 71st minute. 

Rangers' 1-1 draw against 
Liverpool — Mark Falco cancel- ' 
led out John Barnes' 49th mi- 
nute strike for Liverpool — was 
an unexpected bonus for a team 
in the doldrums for several 
weeks. 

Coventry enjoyed their first 
league success since the arrival 
of player-manager Terry Butcher 
six weeks ago when they beat 
Tottenham 2-0 at home. Their 
marksmen were Kevin Gallacher 
and Mike Gynn. 

Alan Smith scored twice in 


Arsenal's demolition of Derby, 
taking his tally to nine in eight 
games. 

Smith delicately beaded home 
Anders Limpar’s precise cross 
after only four minutes and 
struck again 13 minutes from the 
end after a huge clearance by 
Arsenal keeper David Seaman 
had caught the Derby defence 
napping. 

Paul Mersou scored Arsenal's 
second in the 26th minute with 
an angled shot that the referee 
ruled had crossed the line before 
being backed away by defender 
Paul Williams. 


Marseille has healthy lead despite upheavals 


By Reuters 

DESPITE ail the upheavals tak- 
ing place in Marseille, the 
French soccer champions went 
into the winter break with a 
four-point first division lead af- 
ter a creditable 0-0 draw at Caen 
at the weekend. 

Technical director Franz 
Beckenbauer, sitting on the train- 
er's bench for the last time, 
permitted himself a satisfied 
smile. 

Marseille's rivals for the title, 
Auxerre and Monaco, both lost 
their last matches before the 
three-week break. 

Belgian coach Raymond 
Goethals. who will take over the 
day-to-day running of the team 
under Beckenbauer in the new 
year, was also happy enough 
with the way things had turned 
out to announce ambitious plans 
to make Marseille the first 
French European champions. 

“We can't just live on hopes.” 
he said. “It's imperative that a 
French club at last achieves suc- 
cess in Europe. For that, two of 
us will not be too many.” 

Goethals. sacked by tradition- 


al Marseille rivals Bordeaux ear- 
lier this season, said he would 
.meet Beckenbauer and club 
President Bernard Tapie next 
week to define their respective 
roles. 

In Italy, Lothar Matthacus, 
voted European footballer of the 
year Sunday, was quoted by 
Corriere Dello Sport as saying 
Napoli captain Diego Maradona 
was still the best. 

“Diego remains unique." he 
said. “I've nearly closed the gap 
between us — but not quite.” 

Others disagreed. German 
team coach Beni Vogts said: 
"He's a world class player and in 
the scope of his repertoire he's 
overtaking Maradona." 

Inter manager Giovanni Tra- 
pattoni said of his star midfiel- 
der: “Matthaeus is the sort of 
player every team manager 
would love to have. I’ve seen 
him make prodigious progress 
since he came to Inter (two years 
ago). He's become a complete 
player from every point of 
view.” 

Last year's winner. Dutch 
striker Marco Van Basten , wr.s 


also full of praise for the 29-year- 
old Matthaeus. 

"I hand over the title willingly 
because he deserves it." he said. 

In the Netherlands, PSV Ein- 
dhoven put themselves three 
points dear of champions Ajax 
Amsterdam with a 2-9 victory 
over F C Twente Saturday. 

PSV have 25 points from 15 
games, but Ajax, not in action, 
have two matches in hand and 
have generally looked the more 
positive this season. 

PSV, who have struggled with 
injuries, should be boosted after 
the winter break by the return of 
international midfielder Berry 
Van Aerie, out since August 
with a knee problem. 

Meanwhile. Feyenoord Rotter- 
dam, down in ninth place after 
losing 2-0 at Utrecht, are think- 
ing of shedding four players, 
according to press reports. 

Meanwhile Spanish soccer 
officials ruled that suspended FC 
Barcelona striker Hristo Stoich- 
kov could suit up Wednesday for 
a charity match to benefit six 
police officers who were killed 


by a terrorist car bomb. 

Spanish Soccer Federation 

officials waived the Bulgarian 
striker’s six-month suspension 
for the exhibition match be- 
tween Barcelona and second- 
division team SabadeU because 
of its charitable nature. 

The match was to take place in 
Nova Creu Alta Stadium in 
SabadeU. The six poBceroen were 
on their way to provide security 
at the stadium, a site for the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics, when the 
car bomb exploded next to their 
van. 

The Elec. 8 blast injured two 
other police officers and six civi- 
lians. 

Proceeds from the match were 
to go to the victims' families. 

“The special circumstances 
surrounding the case are worth 
consideration," the federation's 
Competition and Discipline 
Committee said in its decision. 

Barcelona is planning to 
appeal the suspension meted out 
to Stoichkov for intentionally 
dealing a referee during a Dec. 
5 match with Real Madrid. 


Bessie wins King George Chase for 4th time 


KEMPT ON PARK. England 
(R) — Desert Orchid. Britain's 
favourite racehorse, swept into 
the history books on a tide of 
emotion when he won the Grade 
One King George VT Chase for a 
record fourth successive year 
Wednesday. 

The powerful 11 -year-old 
grey, the 9-4 favouriis, was 
cheered home by an army of fans ■ 
who have backed him through- 
out an outstanding career. 


Although Dcssie had made a 
poor start to the season with wo 
defeats in two races, he jumped 
superbly around his favourite 
Kemplon Park course under 
jockey Richard Dunwooby. 

After lying a relaxed second 
for most of the three-mile (4.8 
kilometre) chase. Desert Orchid 
seized the initiative when pace 
setter Sabin Du Loir crumpled 
on landing six fences from home, 
Toby Tobias continued to 


press but Desert Orchid scaled 
victory with a terrific leap at the 
third from last and pulled away 
to win by 12 lengths. 

Toby Tobias finished second 
with French raider The Fellow a 
further five lengths back in third. 
Celtic Shot, the second 
favourite, was pulled up after a 
whole catalogue of errors. 

Winning trainer David 
Elsworth said: “I am pleased for 


everyone connected with him 
but most of all for the horse. 

“He did it the bard way — it 
was a dire struggle out there and 
be was quite simply the best 
horse on the day.” 

Dessie, who has won almost 
all Britain’s major jump races 
including the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup, became the oldest horse to 
win the King George since 
Southern Hero took it at the first 
running in 1977. 


British yacht leads Sydney-to-Hobart race 


SYDNEY (R) — A stiff south- 
easterly breeze sent British maxi 
Rothmans charging out of Syd- 
ney Heads to lead a 105-strong 
fleet in the 46th Sydney-to- 
Hobart Yacht Race Wednesday. 

While many yachts struggled 
10 set spinnakers in their run out 
of the harbour, line honours 
favourite Rothmans opted to re- 
main under headsail and set a 
reaching course to sea. 

The tactics for the 15 million 
dollar (Sll million) yacht paid 
handsome dividends for British 


Mutt'n'Jeff 


skipper Lawrence Smith, giving 
him a one minute and 30 second 
lead on Australian maxis Condor 
at the first seaward mark. 

Third was the 10-year-old alu- 
minium Australian maxi Raga- 
muffin a further 90 seconds be- 
hind Condor. 

Australian 20 metre pocket 
maxi Bobsled, which has been 
tipped as a contender for line 
honours in the 630 nautical mile 
race, played a cat and mouse 
game with Rothmans on the run 
to the head. But it was unable to 


either catch the bigger British 
yacht or spoil Its wind despite 
setting a spinnaker soon after 
the start. 

Once through the heads Bobs- 
led, which has been designed to, 
surf very fast when running with 
the wind, dropped back quickly 
as it ploughed headlong into the 
wind and a two metre southerly 
swell. 

The smallest yacht in the race, 
nine metre Ironstein. was de- 
mast ed as it passed through the 


heads. 

The 12 metre Rattle and 
Hum, skippered by Japan’s 
Nobubiro Kishimoto. and 16.8 
metre sloop Australian Maid 
were involved in a collision. 
Both yachts continued in the 
race. 

The 15 to 20 knot sutheasterly 
has virtually ruined any chance 
of the race record being broken. 
American maxi Kialoa set the 
race best of two days 14 boms 36 
minutes 56 seconds in 1975. 


CM, JEFF.’ LEND ME 
FIVE MORE. 1 I WANT 

to snow the sweet 

WOMAN I WON.' 




'■AND NOW FOR 
SOME GOOD NEUfSj 


"NO, WAIT A MINUTE ,.i*VE 
CHANGE? MY 


* HERE'S 5 C'A= MORE 
. BAD NEWS./ > 





Washington panel delays 
decision on Barnes’ appeal 


NEW YORK (R) — A U.S. 
panel has delayed its decision on 
American shot putter Randy 
Barnes's appeal of a two-year 
doping suspension until it re- 
ceives more information, a Panel 
member said Wendesday. 

“We decided we needed more 
information before we could 
make a decision, but under TAC 
(The Athletics Congress) Con- 
fidentiality rules I cannot tell 
you what that information is,” 
panel member Cliff Wiley told 
Reuters in a telephone inter- 
view . 

The three-member panel of 
the TAC Drug Control Review 
Board met Saturday in Washing- 
ton to hear Barnes’s appeal. Its 
members had been unavailable 
for comment until Wednesday. 

Barnes, the world record hol- 
der in the shot put, and fellow 
American Butch Reynolds, the 
400-metre world record bolder, 
were suspended for two years by 
the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (LAAF) on 
Nov. 5 after resting positive for 
steroids at European meetings in 
August. 

Both athletes have denied tak- 


ing steroids and are appealing 
the suspensions through TAC, 

the sport’s U.S. governing: body. 

The review panels will deter- 
mine whether the suspensions 
should be upheld or appealed to 
the IAAF, the sport’s world 
governing body. 

Wiley said he did not know 
when the Barnes panel would 
make its decision. “But it 
shouldn’t be an unreasonable 
delay,” he said. 

Reynolds is scheduled to 
appear before a similar panel 
Jan. 4. Columbus. Ohio. 

Meanwhile leading German * 
athletes will be dope tested ev- * 
cry fortnight next year, tire Gtsr- . , 
man Athletic Association 
(DLV) said Sunday. 

The DLV said in a statement 
all athletes likely to qualify for 
August's World Athletics Cham- 
pionships in Tokyo will face 
dope tests every two weeks as 
well as random tests. 

After a weekend meeting in 
Frankfurt DLV chiefs also said 
they would investigate German 
media allegations that several 
top athletes, mostly East Ger- 
man, had taken performance- 
enhancing drugs. 


12-nation Hopman Cup team 
tennis tournament to begin 


PERTH. Australia (AP) — 
Americans David Wheaton and 
Zina Garrison are the top seeds 
for the 12-nation Hopman Cup 
team tennis championship, 
which begins Thursday at the 
Burswood Superdome. 

Wheaton, a semifinalist at the 
Grand Slam Cup, is a late re- 
placement for compatriot Pete 
Sampras, who withdrew with 
blistered feet. 

The Americans are seeded 
ahead of defending champions 
Emilio and Arantxa Sanchez, 
the brother and sister combina- 


tion from Spam. 

The Swiss pair of Jakob 
Hlasek and Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere is seeded third ahead 
of die Soviet Union, Australia 
and Yogoslavja. 

The Americans will face the 
winner of the 'first round match 
between Germany and Czechos- 
lovakia in the last eight. 

The Australian combination 
of former Wimbledon champion 
Pat Cash, and Liz Smyiie plays 
Jeremy Bates and Sarah Loose- 
more of Britain in tire tourna- 
ment opener Thursday. 




FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 28, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Apply yourself to the business at 
hand today and be very materially 
minded as to what you are going to 
do about money and possession* 
decisions that are in need of im- 
mediate answers. Evening good for 
soda! activity. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Interesting and very electric types 
of friends bring yon a bigduoceto ' 
have far more happiness and they 
introduce you to new contracts. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your time to make sure that 
you do whatever is required by one 
of considerable influence who 
quietly show you how to get ahead 
fast. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can be with friends and thoroughly 
enjoy their company especially if 
you have recently met them and 
they have different ideas from your 
own. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find that you have a 
new plan by which you can attend 
to your bookkeeping or are able 10 
put in active motion promises you 
made. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
associates have so many brilliant 
suggestions for your joint progre s s 
that you would be wise to contact 
as many as possible and get some 
views. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22} This is your day to make sure 
you tackle whatever tasks face you 


from an entirely new angle if you 
want them done well and bril- 
liantly. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You can have one of your 
happiest of days and be sure to 
leave some free time for some 
unexpected invitation or good time 
or you will miss out. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
bco.21) You now-are aMe-to show' 
you are the ohewbo thinks of your 
family and if you do something to 
please diem they don’t expea 
happiness comes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December _ 21) Brilliant and in- 
teresting friends can bring you out 
of that slump you have and make 
you seethe lighter side of things in 
daily routines. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You have some signifi- 
cant gains towards gaining the 
good will or a cooperative official 
who can help you have more of this 
world's goods. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You are able to do pretty 
much what yon please now that 
you like but you can also gain a 
whole new perspective where yon 
are beaded iu. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have much activity in 
behind the scenes pursuits and you 
can see bow you can work angles of 
a confidential nature in the future 
and gain much. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
t TANNAH HIRSCH 

OrflOO Trttoun* Maol* S*nrtc*» InC 


DON’T DOUBLE TOMMY! 


North-South vulnerable, 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 10 S 4 

=r 7 2 

0 A 6 4 3 2 
4- A 7 3 

WEST EAST 

* Q J 9 3 * 7 

7J10 4 TK Q 9 8 

C 1075 :■ K Q J 8 

♦ Q * 5 ♦ J 10 9 2 

SOUTH 

* A K 6 3 2 

7 A 653 

:* 9 

+ K«4 


The bidding: 
East South 

West 

North 

I 7 

1 * 

Pass 

2 9 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass 

DM 

Piss 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of 7 
Club members had, over the 
years, teamed that a tramp stack 
was not grounds enough to double a 
Trump Coup Tommy contract. In- 
deed, it was only a bad trump break 
that brought out the best in Tom- 
my— the rest of the time “medio- 
cre" flattered his playing ability. 

Once in a while, however, a 
stranger would wander into the 
bridge club, watch Tommy butcher ■ 
a few easy hands, then double him 
on the strength of what seemed like 
a couple of tramp tricks. That was 
tfw case on this hand when West, a 


peripatetic Pakistani on a visit to 
Tommy’s dub, thought that part- 
ner’s opening bid combined with his 
four trumps headed by the queen- 
jack would provide ample ammuni- 
tion to blow Tommy’s contract out 
of the water. 

West dutifully led partner’s suit, 
and even Tommy realized that West 
was not doubling on high cards, but 
on tramp tricks. Forewarned, Tom- 
my did not make the error of cash- 
ing even one round of tramps. 
Instead, be allowed the jack of 
beans to win the first trick and cap- 
tured the continuation with the ace. 
Next came a diamond to the ace and 
a diamond raff, a heart tramped 
with the four of spades and another 
diamond ruff. 

After casting the king and ace of 
clubs, declarer led the table’s last 
diamond, hoping that West would 
hold the last diamond and that it 
could be ruffed low. Unfortunately, 
East followed to the diamond and 
Tommy had to switch to Plan B. 

Tommy raffed the diamond with 
the king of trumps as West discard- 
ed the queen or dubs, then led the 
remaining heart. That put an end to 
the defense. West delayed nutters 

momentarily by raffing with the 
jack of spades, but then was forced 
to lead away from the trump queen 
into declarer’s combined A 10 ten- 
ace. Tommy scored two trumps, 
four ruffs and four winners in the 
side suits— id tricks in alL 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER 27, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson , Astrologer. Carwll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
are more practical than usual, 
especially after the past several 
days, that have had all kinds of 
hasty and impulsive urges con- 
nected wife them. Moon trine Sun, 
Uranus and Neptune brings quick 
resolve today. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Yon have a very good and modem- 
thinking friend who will help you 
10 get some personal ambition If 
you let him know just wbat yon 

have in mind. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Some new idea comes into your 
bead bow you can present a new 
plan to an executive or official that 

can bring you more worldly 
acclaim. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yon 
now find that a mentally bnOiant 
friend has an idea feat win give yoo 
more data feat you want in order 
to extend your interest in things. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to ' 
July 21) This is the moment for you 
to show that you are eager to 
attend to any public obligations 
that are youra whether with gov- 
ernment or companies. 

USO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your moment to show yon are very 
eager to get along better with an 
associate by listening to the new 
viewpoints that are expressed. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22} A lot of activity can be done by 


you today if you make a point to 
cany through wife fee agreements 
made by other* require you to be 
very exact. 

UBRA; (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you would like to do 
feat does necessitate amusing 
others or doing fee creative skills 
you do the best are very good for 
you now. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
, her 21) Your own family is willing 
to listen to some plan yon have in 
mind feat can add to your present 
ability to have an order about you. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Going to some place 
of entertainment wife a usual coro- 
panioo makes it possible for you to 
discuss and work out plans to have 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take some time out to 
gp over some proposition of in- 
terest to you and your family with 
one who is dose to you and get 
ideas to put it in motion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your time to show 
you are the one who does under- 
stand what others are trying to put 
across for your mind is active now. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A strange new idea haw to 
improve the financial side of your 
affairs comes to you now so be on 
the lookout and put in motion for 
your benefit. 


THE BETTER HALF. 
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“You don't read this book — 
you stand on it” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble those lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to tarm- 
four ocdbmy wonts. 




Now arrange fee circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as eug- 
gosted by the above cartoon. 


Ansmrhen: MORE “ fXXj ” ™ N CXXj 


Yesterday'* 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FINAL RAPID WOBBLE INHALE 

Answer Where a businessman who's always “on the 
Sewer shouldn't have to go— DOWNHILL 


THE Daily Crossword by Diane C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Covenant 
5 Bernhardt t 
10 School pony 

14 Enticement 

15 ■•Norma" e.g. 

16 — au rhum 

17 Collar 

16 Astringent 
20 Infirmary 


21 Musical talent 

22 Irregularly 
notched 

23 Headliner 
25 Dutch treat 

28 Law thing 

29 Boar's mala 
31 Sabras e*U- 
34 Dodge 

36 Etc. kin 

37 Maple genus 
XI Gathers to 

store 

43 ‘\_and under 


45 Famous Ray 
*6 Home to 
Yeats 

48 Master 

49 Hogwaah 
53 Ta ta 

53 Long, partner 

56 Speck 

57 Queehoan 
59 Celestial 

hunter 

61 Poor mark 

63 Lhasa — 

66 Engine 
features 

69 Practice 
boxing 

70 Dance for 
31 A 

71 Hardware 
place 

72 - Kazan 

73 Cob or pen 

74 singer Tucker 

75 Vale 

DOWN 

1 Appealed 

2 Motor vehicle 

3 This is one 

4 Dogma 


CIMOTrttiuna Madia SarXen, Inc 


I HHI 
IHBHI 

3HBI 


aaa aaaa 


5 Farmers at 
times 

6 Samoan city 

7 Pullback 

8 Joan ol — 

9 Eureka! 

10 Ski Hft 

11 Barber's need 

12 Porcine 

13 Legends 
19 Sphere leader 
24 Assistant 

26 Blast with 
noise 

27 want lor 
Christmas™" 

29 Epic tale 

30 Track 

32 Fight back 

33 Fill up 

35 Privy to 50 Barnyard 
3B Jelly fruit squeal 

38 Spooky 51 Snooze 

12 «■ 53 tj °nKjnd and 

42 Gambling spat Ness 
44 Glade 54 Dart 

47 scana further 55 Deb’s crown 


Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnn nna nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnonnnnnn.riiinm 
nnnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
mnmnnnnriKiFinfinrafii 

nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnnn 
nnnnnn nnnn 

nnnnnnnnmTnri^^ 

nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnn nnnnn 


56 Looked over 
60 — even keel 
62 Slippery 

64 Lateen 

65 Nuncupative 

67 Mince 

68 Lawyere’ gp. 
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Soviet Union heads for market 


or bust with new crisis plan 


MOSCOW (R) - President 
Mikhail Gorbachev unveiled a 
do-or-die programme Tuesday 
for pulling the Soviet Union out 
of a deepening crisis and intro- 
during a market economy. 

The programme, drawn op by 
Prime Minister Valentin i Pavlov, 
was presented at a meeting be- 
tween Kremlin and republican 
leaders and published by the offi- 
cial Soviet news agency TASS. It 
is due to be submitted to parlia- 
ment within a week. 

It calls for an authoritarian 
approach to introducing market- 
oriented reforms which could run 
into stiff opposition from repub- 
lics demanding independence or 
greater autonomy. 

Following are tbe main econo- 
mic provisions, mostly to be im- 
plemented over the coming year 
witb 31 new laws, eight presiden- 


tial decrees and 10 agreements 
with republics: 

— Stabilise the situation by 
declaring a moratorium on poli- 
tical strikes until tbe end of 1991 
and set up a coordination com- 
mittee with the republics to en- 
sure that the programme is car- 
ried out. 

— Complete transition to free 
market prices by Oct. 1, 1992. An 
income indexation law to be in- 
troduced. 

— Work out privatisation plans 
in the second quarter of 1991. 
Loss-making firms to be priva- 
tised or have their managements 
sacked. 

— End the monopoly of state 
foreign trade organisations this 
year and continue foreign trade 
decentralisation. 

— Develop foreign exchange 
trading to help make the rouble 


convertible. Introduce anti- 
inflation policies. Cut imports by 
10 to 15 per cent by the end of 
1991. 

— Attract foreign investment 
with creation of free economic 
zones and legislation easing re- 
patriation of profits. 

— Introduce austerity budget 
measures for tbe second half of 
this year with a moratorium on 
new investment programmes. 

— Suspend republican and loc- 
al decisions that contradict Soviet 
laws. Withdraw subsidies from 
republics that refuse to cooperate 
in a new union treaty bolding the 
Soviet Union together or fail to 
contribute to the central govern- 
ment budget. 

— Grant the Soviet centra] 
bank greater powers over the 
ban kin g system with a tougher 
stance on credits to rebellious 


republics. 

— Make authorities and enter- 
prises responsible for meeting 
food supply obligations in 1991. 
Introduce centralised control of 
grain and other baric foodstuffs. 

— Bring in extra workers and 
tile army to help with harvesting 
and work in tbe food processing 
industry. 

— Increase the proportion of 
food and other goods sold 
through private channels. 

— Halt the decline in energy, 
transport and communications 
with the introduction of a “spe- 
cial regime" for 1991-1992. 

— Reduce defence spending 
and convert military facilities to 
meet the needs of the civilian 
economy. 

— Develop stock and commod- 
ities exchanges with Soviet and 
foreign participation. 


Pentagon defers 
contractors’ debts 


to avert bankruptcies 


WASHINGTON ( R) — The 
U.S. Defence Department, said 
Tuesday it granted its two biggest 
contractors two extra years to 
repay a SI. 3 billion debt to avoid 
the possibility of them filing for 
bankruptcy during the Gulf war. 

Eleanor Spector. director of 
defence procurement at the Pen- 
tagon. said McDonnell Douglas 
and General Dynamics were 
given the extra time to pay the 
SI. 34 billion debt on a failed 
contract for a navy jet. 


The debt represented overpay- 
ments made before development 
of the radar-evading Stealth A-12 
attack plane was cancelled by 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
on Jan. 7. 


“We possibly would have pre- 
cipitated chapter 11 for one or 
both of the companies had we 
insisted on that repayment.** 
Spector told a House armed ser- 


vices subcommittee. 

Chapter 11 of the U.S. bank- 
ruptcy law protects companies 
from creditors while a judge tries 
to help them reorganise. 

“This was in the middle of 
Desert Storm and we were mov- 
ing equipment from them.*' Spec- 
ter said. “They are our two 
largest contractors and conceiv- 
ably they would not have per- 
formed in chapter 11.” 

The decision to delay such a 
huge debt payment for defence 
contractors is unprecedented, 
according to chairman Nicholas 
Mavroules. a Democrat, who cal- 
led the special subcommittee 
hearing to investigate the delay. 

McDonnell Douglas is the top 
U.S. defence firm with $ 8.2 bil- 
lion in contracts last year and 
makes the F-15 fighter planes and 
Apache helicopters used in the 
Gulf war. 


Sirason goes into liquidation 


BERLIN (R) — Simson, the 
90-year-old company that made 
former communist East Ger- 
many's only moped went into 
liquidation leaving its remaining 
3.300 staff unemployed. “The 
Simson name will no longer ex- 
ist," said Guenther Arnold. Sim- 
son Fahrzeug GMBITs deputy 
works council chairman. Simson ’s 
liquidation by the Treuhandan- 
stalt privatisation agency fol- 


lowed decisions to close much of 
the east's vehicle manufacturing. 
The loss-making Wartburg and 
TYabant car plants will shut this 
month. Arnold said the factory, 
which saw its markets swamped 
by Western competitors with uni- 
fication last year, had practically 
ceased production last month. 
The Treuhand was looking for 
investors to use the failed com- 
pany's plant, Arnold added. 


Brazil^ anks fix deal 


BRASILIA f AP) — The govern- 
ment has reached an agreement 
with private creditor banks for 
payment of $8.5 billion in arrears 
on its foreign debt. 

Brazil will pay $2 billion this 
year and convert the balance into 
10-year bonds. Acting Economy 
Minister Joao Maia has said. 

“This is a significant step to- 
wards a definitive solution to the 
debt," he said. 

Maia said Brazil will pay $1 
billion immediately and another 
$1 billion in monthly instalments 
through December. 


The bonds will have a three- 
year grace period and fixed in- 
terest rates. Maia said. Creditors 
can choose from a "menu” of 
options for interest payments. 

Maia called the agreement on 
fixed interest rates “an unpre- 
cedented innovation.” 

“After eight months of nego- 
tiations. we view these terms with 
optimism and hope.” he said. “It 
respects the availability of our 
international resources and the 
targets of fiscal austerity." 

Brazil's currency reserves are 
estimated at around $9 billion. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, April 10, 1991 
Central Bank "tBcfai rates 


Sdl 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Stating 
DeafKfaenuxfc 
Swiss franc 
ft each franc 


674.0 678-0 
1208-2 1215.4 
404.5 406.9 
477-3 480.2 
119-5 120J 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Sweetish crown 
Italian fira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (tor 10) 


498.9 501.9 

358.8 361.0 

111.9 112.6 

54.6 54.9 

196.6 197.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 

1.7892/7902 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1521/26 

Canadian dollar 


1.6685/92 

Deutschemarks 


1.8790/8800 

Dutch guilders 


1.4120/30 

Swiss francs 


34.31/35 

Belgian francs 


5.6420/70 

French francs 


1238/1239 

Italian lire 


135.25/35 

Japanese yen 


6.0330/80 

Swedish crowns 


6.5010/60 

Norwegian crowns 


6.4075/2 5 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

363.65/364.15 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks finished ’.easier in thin trade after, moving 
TtarrowH'.’around-their opening .jewel -for-tmosr of -the -da v. The 
Nikkei averagr was down 48,53 points. or 0.18 per. -cent, to 

26,268.86. ™ r ^ " •* 

SYDNEY — Softer overseas markets sent shares lower but prices 
showed some resilience at sharply weaker levels. The All 
Ordinaries Index ended down 6.5 at 1,442.6. 

HONG KONG — Shares staged a late rally to daw back from 
sharp morning losses, ending the day comfortable higher. The 
Hang Seng Index ended 20.32 higher at 3.777.62. 
SINGAPORE — The roller-coaster Stock Market Index dosed 
mixed after selective bargain hunting in this trading. The Straits 
Times Industrial Index dosed down 9.28 at 1.460.16. 
BOMBAY — Exchange closed till Thursday. On Tuesday, the 
BSE Index rose 1.83 points to 1.240.53 after peaking at 1.256.80. 
The National Index gained 2.11 to 621.05. 

FRANKFORT — Shares ended 1 .3 per cent lower in thin trading. 
Edginess about possible further German interest rate rises 
contributed to general gloom. The Dax Index closed down 20.22 
at 1,561.89. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed lower as higher Swiss money market 
rates and Wall Street's 45-point slide on Tuesday weighed on the 
market. The SPI closed at 1.073.9, down 13.1. 

LONDON — Prices ended easier but above their early lows, 
reflecting the market's new m ood of consolidation after strong 
gains earlier in the year. The FTSE Index ended down 8.4 at 
2.518.8. 

NEW YORK — Blue Chips erased their gains in afternoon trading 
as some futures-related selling and weak bond prices weighed on 
the market. The Dow was down about eight at 2,865. 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 






Adel Imam & Yusra 
in 

*Karakon* in the street 


(Arabic) 


M0. 830 p.«n. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


PRETTY 

WOMAN 


Show; 3 JO, 830. 1030 p.m. 



\ X Cinema Tel: 634144' 

X X ~ PHILADELPHIA 


MICKEY R0URKE...IN 

A PRAYER FOR 
THE DYING 


12*30, 330. 830, 1030 
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NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 
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PLAZA 


Tel: 699238’ 


FUNNY FAMILY 


Show: 12:30, 3:30, 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 




Show: 12:30. 3:15. 8:00. 10:00 p.m. 
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Egypt shores - up 4 state- owned 
banks with $600m cash injection 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has in- 
jected hundreds of millions of 
dollars into its four major public 
sector b anks to help them face a 
wave of competition hitting the 
country’s cosseted financial mar- 
kets. 

Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, vice 
president of the state-owned 
National Bank of Egypt (NBE), 
said Tuesday Egypt bad more 
than doubled the four banks* 
capital in the last few weeks with 
an injection of well over two 
billion pounds ($600 million). 

“They are increasing their 
equity to meet capital adequacy 
requirements according to inter- 
national trends,” he told Reuters 
in an interview. 

Egypt's mammoth state-owned 
public sector is being dragged 
reluctantly along a path of free- 
market reform inspired by the 


International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Financial markets have 
been the first affected. 

Since the beginning of the year 
tire country has made the pound 
convertible, allowed banks to set 
their own interest rates, begun 
issuing treasury bills and deman- 
ded that banks adhere to interna- 
tional financial standards. 

Egyptian bankers said the mea- 
sures had already begun squeez- 
ing profits, witb the country's 
approximately 50 private and 
public banks forced to raise in- 
terest rates to attract depositors 
and hold down lending rates to 
satisfy borrowers. 

Abdul Aziz said NBE's capital 
was increased to 400 million 
pounds ($120 million) from 250 
million ($75 million) last month 
and that last week the finance 
ministry, the bank's owner, 


approved a second increase to 
one billion pounds ($300 million). 

Abdul Aziz said the ministry 
had deposited tbe funds in the 
banks earlier this year and would 
now transfer them to equity. 

Western economists said Egypt 
had apparently financed the 
capital infusion with cash grants 
received from Gulf Arab states as 
a reward for its help in driving 
Iraq out of Kuwait. 

Egypt has been negotiating an 
IMF accord for more than three 
years. On Tuesday in IMF de- 
legation left Cairo with a long- 
awaited “letter of intent” agree- 
ment to submit to its board of 
directors. 

Tbe four state-owned banks — 
NBE, Banque de Cairo, Banque 
Mis and the Bank of Alexandria 
— were taken over or created by 
the state in a wave erf nationalisa- 


tions that began in the early 
1960s. 

Economists said some had 
loans on their books that had not 
been serviced for decades. 

Abdul Aziz said his bank bad 
set aside bad loan provisions of 
more than one billion pounds 
($300 million), which he said was 
the highest among public sector 
banks, 

,r We are satisfied with onr 
coverage” he said. 

A circular to both private and 
public banks in January set out 
the country's first mandatory 
capital-Co-assets ratio. ~ 

It said capital, reserves and 
provisions must equal . at least 
eight per cent of total bank assets 
and set out a two to four year 
timetable for banks to comply. 
Mandatory liquidity ratios were 
also introduced. - 


IMF: World economy In 1991 
may perform worst since 1 982 


WASHINGTON (R) — Tbe In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) expects the industrialised 
world to turn in its worst econo- 
mic performance since 1982 this 
year, but looks for a rebound 
next year. Western diplomats 
said Tuesday. 

The IMF’s semi-annual fore- 
cast, due to be formally unveiled 
later this month at the fund’s 
spring meeting, expects economic 
growth in the industrialised world 
to slump to 1.4 per cent this year. 

That would be the worst per- 
formance since the global reces- 
sion of 1981-82 and compares 
with growth of 2.5 per cent last 
year. 

The poor performance reflects 
the impact of the Gulf crisis, 
particularly the sharp rise in oil 
prices that followed Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait last August. 


But tbe IMF expects growth in 
the industrialised world to pick 
up next year to about 2.8 per 
cent, paced by economic recover- 
ies in the United States, Canada 
and Britain. 

Global output, including the 
developing world, is also ex- 
pected to pick up in 1992 to about 
three per cent. 

The IMF has scaled back its 
estimate of global growth this 
year to take account of the finan- 
cial fall-out from the Gulf crisis, 
which triggered a sharp rise in oil 
prices last year and is generally 
blamed for pushing the U.S. eco- 
nomy into recession. 

In its last published forecast in 
September, the IMF projected 
growth of 2.4 per cent this year m 
both the global economy and the 
industrialised world. 

Diplomats said the IMF gener* 


ally agrees with the Bush admi- 
nistration that the U.S. economy 
will snap out of recession later 
this year. It expects the U.S. 
economy to grow 2.8 per cent 
next year after being flat in 1991. 

The economies of both Japan 
and the former West Germany 
are likely to expand about three 
per cent this year. Growth in 
Japan is likely to pick up slightly 
next year, but that of the former 
West Germany will fall to about 
two per cent. 

The IMF is not producing over- 
all forecasts for a united Ger- 
many because reliable economic 
data from the former East Ger- 
many is not yet available. 

Diplomats said economic 
growth is expected to slow in 
former West Germany because 
the German government was 
forced to raise taxes to curb the 


moanring fiscal deficit. 

The IMF expects Canada's eco- 
nomy to bounce back strongly 
next year, growing at well above 
three' per cent, diplomats said. 

The United Kingdom's recov- 
ery is expected to be less robust, 
perhaps on the order of about 
two per cent. 

The world economy is also 
likely to benefit next year from a 
turnaround in the Middle East 
following a steep downturn in 
1991 stemming from the Gulf 
crisis, diplomats said. 

Growth in Latin America and 
the Caribbean is also expected to 
pick up. to around three per cent 
in 1992 from about 1.5 per cent 
this year, they said. 

Eastern European economies 
should stabilise next year after 
slumping this year and last. 


Bonn raises pensions 
offers incentives to 


in east, 
there 


TZ-: 


Bpm (R)“ Bonn announced "a 
15 per cent risein pensions in east 
'Germany "Tuesday and offered- 
western civil servants extra finan- 
cial incentives to work in the 
economically depressed region. 

Labour and Social Affairs 
Minister Norbert Bluera said tbe 
average east German pension 
would rise to 820 marks ($489) a 
month from July 1, just over half 
the average in wealthy West Ger- 
many. 

“We are transferring to the 
new federal states a system of 
old-age care that is without para- 
llel in the world,” Bluem told a 
news conference. “This is an im- 
portant contribution to the social 
unity of Germany." 

East and west Germany united 
in October 1990. 

West German pensions law will 
apply in the five new states of 
former East Germany from 1992, 
meaning that pensioners will re- 
ceive a maximum of 70 per cent 


..-.of salary on retirement, ’ 

But wages are still much lower. 
. in the east and it will take years 
before pensions reach Western 
levels. 

The Grey Panthers, a party 
representing old people, were un- 
impressed. 

it said east Germans should be 
guaranteed a minimum pension 
of 1,200 marks ($718) to help 
them cope with rising rents and 
living costs as communist-era sub- 
sidies are phased out. 

Other changes mean former 
members of the hated Stasi secur- 
ity police and other communist 
officials will effectively have their 
pensions cut. 

Interior Minister Wolfgang 
Schaeuble said the monthly salary 
supplements paid to tivj] servants 
who move east to help rebuild 
central and local government 
would rise by nearly- 800 marks 
($479) a month to a maximum of 
2500 marks ($1500). 




West Crerinan, n pvir servants, ; 
around. 10,000,. whom are,n| 
already working ipj wer^c 
offered additional incentives such 
as faster promotion if they 
accepted such assignments. 

“The situation in the new states 
shows bow important an efficient 
and effective public administra- 
tion is for the functioning of the 
economy," Schaeuble told a news 
conference. 

Local government is barely 
functioning in some areas and 
Western companies have cited 
delays and obstacles in dealing 
with bureaucracy as factors dis- 
couraging them from investing in 
east Germany. 

East German employees of a 
Western-owned bank published 
an open letter to the mayor of 
Dresden Tuesday urging him to 
deal urgently with their request 
for permission to build an office 
in die city. The request was made 
last summer. 


Japan gives 
Algeria 
iOb yen 
credit line 


'.-Si 


ALGIERS (R) — Tl»e Japanese 
Export-Import Bank opened a 
line of credit of 20 biBkm yen 
($148 million) for four Algerian 
banks under an accord signed in 
Algiers Tuesday, the official news 
agency APS reported. 

The credits, repayable between 
two and seven years and available 
over a period of two years, are to 
be used to finance imports of 
Japanese industrial equipment, 
spare parts, tyres and steel pro- 
• ducts. 

The agency said interest rates 
would be fixed when each com- 
mercial contract is concluded. 



Manila seeks $84m in 
war reparations 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
will seek about $84 ntihioD in 
reparations to recover losses in- 
curred due to the Gulf war, fore- 
ign affairs officials said Tuesday. 

The claims will be filed with the 
United Nations as soon as docu- 
mentation is completed, Sedfrey 
Ordonez, Philippine ambassador 
to the United Nations told repor- 
ters. 

The riaimy include damage to 
displaced Filipino workers, repat- 
riation expenses by tbe Overseas 
Workers Welfare Ad mi nis tr ation 
and the state-owned Philippine 
Airlines, he said. 

The foreign undersecretary for 
international labour affairs with 
the Philippines’ foreign affairs 


department, Israel Bocobo, said 
30,000 Filipinos who fled Kuwait 
after Iraq’s Aug. 2 occupation 
claimed losses totalling $72 mil- 
lion. 

“With the ass ura nces of the 
U.N. and the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment, and the willingness of the 
Iraqi government to comply with 
the U.N. resolutions, I am opti- 
mistic of actnally collecting some 
sort of war reparations from 
Iraq,” he told r e port er s. 

“We are seeking exemplary 
damages and moral damag e* be- 
cause of the anguish suffered fay 
(tbe evacuees),” Bocobo said. 

There are around 500,000 Ffli- 
pinos working in the Middle East, 
most of them in Saudi Arabia. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


A leading bank is seeking an ambitious Jordanian 
M.B.A. graduate, preferably with a finance concentration, 
to work in a research environment. Qualified applicants 
must meet the following requirements:- 


1. Good command of Arabic and English (written and spoken) 

2. Age between 24-30 years. 

3. Completed military service. 

4. Practical experience in finance and banking is a plus. 
Qualified candidates please send C.V.'s and writing 

samples in both Arabic arid English to:- 


Personnel Manager 

P.O. Box (435) 

Amman - Jordan 

All applications will be treated with the strictest confiden- 
tiality. 


AVISO A TODOS LOS 


JORDAN1A 

El proximo 26 de Mayo se celeb raran elecciones munici- 
pales y autonomicas en Espana. Los espanoles re- 
sidentes en el extranjero que deseen ejercer su derecho 
de voto deberan comunicario a ia Embajada de Espana. 
A tal efecto seran expuestas a partir de hoy dia 10 de Abril 
y hasta el dia 17, inclusive, las listas electorates. 

En este plazo se podra presenter toda redamacion 
administrativa sobre la inclusion o exclusion en el censo. 

Para consultar las listas o para mayor Informacion: 

Embajada de Espana 

Primer clrculo - C/Relna Zeln 

Jabal Amman - Amman 

Telf.622140 / 624187 


CAR WANTED 


Duty paid. Medium size. JD 5,000 maximum. 

Call 672346 after 2:30 p.m. 


CAR FOR SALE 


MITSUBISHI COLT, model 1988, burgundy red, only 
15,000 kms, radia/cassette player, duty unpaid. Price: 
JD 4,000 or best offer. 


Please call (from Sunday onwards): 644635 


USED VCR WANTED TO BUY 


Family wants to buy a second hand but good condition 
video cassette recorder with Pai/Secam and NTSC 
recording/playback capabilities. 

If you have one for sale, please phone 663458. 


: 




AJU* 


TZ 




... . _ . t\. 


* 














World News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDA Y-FRBP AY , PECEMBE^2^28^W0 



Romania deports former king 
hours after arrival in Bucharest 


Parliament gives Gorbachev formal 
approval to broad executive authority 

Ryzhkov suffers heart attack 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Prime 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov was in 
hospital Wednesday after suffer- 
ing a heart attack, increasing 
doubts about bis future as 
Mikhail Gorbachev prepares to 
reshuffle his government. 

A solemn Gorbachev told the 
Congress of People's Deputies at 
the start of its morning session 
that Ryzhkov, once a dose poli- 
tical ally, had been stricken on 
Tuesday night. 

“Last night, Nikolai Ivanovich 
had a heart seizure, a heart 
attack. He is in hospital. At the 
moment there is no threat to bis 
life.” the president said. 

Later the parliament gave for- 
mal approval to broad executive 
authority for Gorbachev, mak- 
ing him on paper the most 
powerful leader in Soviet his- 
tory. 

Ryzhkov, 61, had taken an 
increasingly independent line 
from Gorbachev and his future 
place in the new government had 
been uncertain even before his 
illness. 

A technocrat, Ryzhkov has 
been under steady attack for his 
handling of the collapsing eco- 
nomy. He has been prime minis- 
ter since 1985. 

Besides endorsing new powers 
for Gorbachev, parliament also 
approved creation of a new en- 

Right-to-die 
patient dies 
in U.S. 

MOUNT VERNON. Missouri 
(AP) — Nancy Cmzan , an auto 
crash victim who lay severely 
brain-damaged for years while a 
landmark right-to-die battle was 
waged around her, died 
Wednesday, 12 days after her 
feeding tube was removed. 

Ms. Cmzan, 33. died at the 
Missouri Rehabilitation Centre 
at 3:28 a-m. local time (0928 
GMT), said hospital spokes- 
woman Barbara Sbouv. 

The tube that had sustained 
Ms. Cmzan for eight years in 
what doctors described as in 
irreversible vegetative state had 
been removed at her parents’ 
request after a three-year legal 
battle that produced the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s first right-to- 
die ruling. 

In its 5-4 decision in June, the 
high court blocked Joe and 
Joyce Cruzan from withholding 
food and water from their 
daughter in the absence of “dear 
and convincing” evidence she 
would have wanted to die. 

After former co-workers of 
Ms. Cruzan testified they recal- 
led her saying she would never 
want to live “like a vegetable," a 
state judge ruled such evidence 
existed, and he gave pennissioa 
Dec. 14 to remove the tube. 

Doctors had said the death 
would be painless. 

Anti-eut h a n asia activists went 
to court seven times to try to 
force the state to resume feeding 
Ms. Cruzan but were turned 
back each time for lack of legal 
standing. 

Nineteen demonstrators were 
arrested Dec. 18 when they 
stormed the hospital in an 
attempt to reattach the feeding 
tube, which had been implanted 
in the woman's stomach. 

About a dozen demonstrators 
sang carols and prayed outside 
on Christmas Day as police 
watched. “If you're out to save 
someone’s life you just go do it. 
whether it’s in the middle of 
dinner or at Christmas," said 
Rob Rousseau of Portland, Ore- 
gon. 

Ms. Cruzan. who once cared 
for severely handicapped chil- 
dren at a centre in Joplin, was 
driving home from her job at a 
Carthage c h e e se plant on Jan. 
11, 1983. when her automobile 
ran off the road and overturned. 

She was found face down a 
ditch. Paramedics restarted her 
heart, but she had stopped brea- 
thing for about 15 minutes and 
suffered severe brain damage. 
She was given a feeding tube but 
wasn’t put on a life-support sys- 
tem such as a ventilator. 

Ms. Cruzan lingered in a per- 
sistent vegetative state — her 
body rigid, her feets and bands 
constricted and bent, her finger- 
nails someti m es digging into her 
wrists. Her eyes opened and 
moved erratically at tunes, but 
doctors said she was as nncon- 
sdoos as someone in a coma and 
had no prospects for recovery. 

She suffered from seizures, 
vomiting, bleeding gums and di- 
arrhoea. Her care at the state-nut 
hospital cost Missouri taxpayers 
$112,000 a year. 


forcemeat body, the Supreme 
Court of Arbitration, to ensure 
central laws and decrees are 
observed. On Tuesday the law- 
makers rejected a similar body 
under a different name. 

The constitutional changes 

will place under Gorbachev's 
control a cabinet made up of the 
prime minister and his deputies, 
the heads of ministries and re- 
publican leaders. 

The formal approval now 

shifts the battle for control to the 
15 constituent republics, many 
of which have said they will 
resist any infringement of their 
rights. 

Those filling the new posts 
have not yet been named. 

Once regarded as a moderate 
reformer, Ryzhkov has emerged 
lately as a powerful opponent of 
radical change in Soviet society 
and bas increasingly turned to 
conservatives and the military 
for support. 

Communist Party politburo 
member Gennady Yanayev told 
a news conference that “psycho- 
logical pressure" on Ryzhkov 
had contributed to his illness, a 
reference to demands for his 
resignation. 

“Although the heart attack 
suffered by Nikolai Ryzhkov 
does not threaten his life, his 
condition requires constant 
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Nikolai Ryzhkov 

medical attention,” Yanayev 
was quoted by TASS as saving. 

Parliament sent Ryzhkov a 
telegram wishing him a speedy 
recovery. 

The prime minister’s sudden 
illness follows the surprise res- 
ignation last week of Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, 
depriving Gorbachev of two of 
the leading architects of his 
perestroika reform programme. 

Gorbachev told delegates he 
had met for four horns with 


leaders of most of the consti- 
tuent republics and worked out 
an agreement to ensure reliable 
supplies of food and agricultural 
stocks for 1991. 

The Soviet president said 
progress was made on forging an 
economic agreement for next 
year, an interim measure needed 
because a new union treaty, link- 
ing the centre to the republics, is 
unlikely to win quick approval. 

“We have reached an agree- 
ment on all points concerning 
the distribution of food,” Gor- 
bachev said in brief remarks, 
noting the session had been “dif- 
ficult.” 

The breakdown of central au- 
thority bas upset the fragile eco- 
nomic order, disrupting supply 
lines, blurring prices and 
touching off demands for local 
control of resources. The result 
has been economic chaos and 
the collapse of living standards. 

Representatives of Estonia 
and Lithuania did not attend the 
session. Latvia, also seeking full 
statehood, took part. 

Gorbachev said it was agreed 
that state orders, once the back- 
bone of the “command” eco- 
nomy. would be maintained for 
agricultural supplies. 

Other key points in the econo- 
mic accord would be worked out 
in the next two days, be said. 

— j* 

Tension 

soars 

between 

Baltics, 

military 

MOSCOW (R) — The comman- 
der of the Soviet Baltic fleet 
warned Wednesday that rela- 
tions between the armed forces 
and pro-independence local offi- 
cials in the three Baltic republics 
had readied .flashpoint. .... ... 

In a passionate speech before 
the Congress of People’s De- 
puties, Admiral Vitaly Ivanov 
said officers in Latvia were being 
denied residence permits and 
apartments and their children 
were being shot out of local 
schools. 

“The extremists are creating 
conditions so that servicemen 
wifi have to use arms to defend 
their families and children,” the 
admiral said in the latest warning 
that the armed forces were pre- 
pared to use their might in the 
rebellions republics. 

“How can we remain calm 
wben Molotov cocktails are 
being thrown from passing cars, 
when shots are fired from cars at 
our guards? These are our chil- 
dren. against whom weapons are 
being used.” 

Baltic leaders are bracing for 
the worst, with some deputies to 
the Lithuanian parliament sleep- 
ing in the government building 
for fear of an army takeover. 
Latvian and Estonian officials 
have also begun preparations for 
possbfle presidential rule backed 
up by the armed forces. 


LUXEMBOURG (AP) — With 
war looming in the Gulf, world 
trade talks in disarray and 
Europe in foil transformation, 
any nation taking up the lead- 
ership of the European Com- 
munin’ might be dwarfed by the 
challenges ahead. 

But being dwarfed is nothing 
new for Luxembourg, a tiny 
speck on the map with only 
about 0.1 per cent of the popula- 
tion in the 12-nation trade bloc. 

Jacques Santer. prime minis- 
ter of the 378.400 Luxembour- 
gers. is convinced the mouse will 
roir again when his country 
takes over the Community’s 
presidency on Jan. 1. 

The grand chichy has a good 
truck record in handling the 
rotating six-month EC presiden- 
cies. 

“During all our presidencies 
we always came up with resoles,” 
Santer said in a recent interview. 
Five years ago. the Luxembourg 
presidency paved the way for the 
single European act. an updated 
constitution that pushes the 
trade bloc toward creating a 
truly unified market after 1992. 

This time around, new initia- 
tives to create economic, monet- 
ary and political union in the EC 
by the turn of the century have 
been thrust into Santer's lap. 

The Christian Democrat plans 
to go between the ECs power- 
houses — Germany, France and 
Britain — to finalise the bluep- 
rint for European unity. 


BUCHAREST (AP) — Former 
King Michael was deported less 
than 12 hours after arriving on 
his first visit to Romania since 
the Communists forced him into 
exile 43 years ago. 

Speaking to reporters at 
Bucharest’s Otopeni Airport 
early Wednesday morning, the 
69-year-old Michael termed his 
expulsion from Romania ‘‘a 
rather sorry state of affairs.” „ 

The former king, who is of the 
house of Hohenzollern- 
Sigznaringen and related to Bri- 
tain's royal family, returned ex- 
actly one year after former Com- 
munist dictator Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu and his wife Elena were sum- 
marily tried and executed. 

Since then, Michael had been 
refused a visa several times by 
the National Salvation Front 
(NSF) government, which took 
power during last December's 
revolution and won subsequent 
elections. Government officials 
wens thought to be displeased by 
the monarchist nostalgia the visit 
could stir. 

Michael and his entourage ar- 
rived in Zurich. Switzerland at 
0720 GMT Wednesday, some 
four hours after leaving Roma- 
nia. 

The episode began Tuesday at 
6 p.m. (1600 GMT) when the 
former monarch's private plane 
arrived at the airport from 
Switzerland, where he lives in 
exile. Michael was accompanied 
by his wife. Ana De Bourbon- 
Panne, daughter Sophie, and 
several journalists and aides. 
They were met by another 
daughter. Margarita, who was 
already in Romania on a visit. 

The family and their entour- 
age then sped off in two waiting 
Romanian Aro jeeps. Sources 
close to the family said they were 
headed for a monastery at Cur- 
tea de Arges, some 140 
kilometres west of Bucharest, 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
main internal security agency 
sard Wednesday it btfd thwarted 
a socialist conspiracy to over- 
throw the government that had 
direct links to North Korea. 

The agency for National 
Security Planning (NSP) said it 
had indicted 31 people, includ- 
ing college students and a prim- 
ary school teacher, and issued 
arrest warrants for 70 others for 
violating the nation's tough anti- 
communist laws. 

Those arrested were members 
of an underground body called 
the “Chamintong” or Indepen- 
dent National Unification 
Groap, inaugurated in late 1988 
to support North Korea’s propos- 
als for Reunification of Sooth 
and North Korea, the NSP said. 

North and South Korea, di- 
vided at the end of World War 
n, have been arch foes since the 
1950-53 Korean War. 

The NSP said the under- 
ground organisation used the 
^nationwide radical student 
alliance Chondaebyop as "a 
front for revolutionary move- 
ment” and praised North Ko- 
rean leader Kim Il-Sung’s 
“joche,” or self-reliance, idedo- 


Paradoxically, Santer said, 
small is beautiful in international 
politics. 

“Because we are so small, the 
others do not suspect us of hav- 
ing ulterior self-serving mo- 
tives.” which can only help in 
negotiations to bring straying 
EC members back in line, he 
said. 

“It is clear that we have no 
imperialist ambitions; Our only 
ambition is to serve the Com- 
munity.” 

Sbochomed between Ger- 
many. France and Belgium, the 
grand duchy occupies a key cros- 
sroads on the continent, strad- 
dling Europe’s main cultures — 
the Romanic and Germanic. It is 
also well connected with both 
the rich north and poor south m 
the Community. 

“So we know what Europe 
feels. Now we are like a referee 
looking for a possible comprom- 
ise,” Santer said. 

But the Gulf crisis might 
prove the first test of Luxem- 
bourg’s mettle just after it takes 
over the presidency from Italy 
on Jan. 1. 

The EC has said it would not 
bold talks with Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz unless the 
United Stales first reaches 
agreement with Iraq on exchang : 
ing foreign ministers’ visits. 

If the EC agrees to talk with 
Iraq that task would fell to Lux- 
embourg’s Foreign Minister Jac- 


where many royal family mem- 
bers are buried. 

Michael was to attend a mass 
there Wednesday before leaving 
Romania Wednesday night, the 
sources said. 

But the Interior Ministry 
issued a statement soon after the 
group left the airport, saying 
that the three family members 
had arrived without visas and 
“crossed the border fraudulent- 
ly.” 

According to entourage mem- 
ber Constantin Brincovanu, a 
Manchester (England) Universi- 
ty historian, the group was stop- 
ped by a roadblock of some 30 
police cars just before reaching 
the industrial city of Pitesti. ab- 
out 40 kilometres from the 
monastery. 

A police convoy escorted the 
group back to Bucharest, stop- 
ping on the main highway near 
the airport exit. Brincovanu said 
the convoy stopped when 
Michael refused to continue af- 
ter being told he was to be 
deported on a military plane, as 
his aircraft “had been seques- 
tered by the government.” 

After several hoars’ delay dur- 
ing which half the main highway 
was blocked, the convoy pro- 
ceeded to the airport, where 
another delay of several hours 
took place while Brincovanu and 
other aides argued with airport 
officials. 

Sophie insisted that Michael 
had received a visa. 

“My father received a visa just 
like this one.” she said, display- 
ing her passport with a separate 
stamped visa document. She said 
officials took Michael's diploma- 
tic Danish passport back after 
the frontier bad formally been 
crossed. 

Michael, speaking to reporters 
from inside his jeep, said he 
thought he had a visa when he 
“received a piece of paper with a 


gy. 

“Chamintong sponsored 
Chondaehyop in organising 
illegal and violent demonstra- 
tions on the behind-the-scenes 
instructions of a camouflaged 
propaganda group in North 
Korea,” the NSP said in their 

announcement. 

The NSP said evidence of the 
connection was found in docu- 
ments that showed the structures 
of Chamintong and the North 
Korean group were identical and 
the two used the same radical 
slogans and had the same goals. 

In late October. 40 students 
and workers were arrested in the 
discovery of Socialist plot involv- 
ing more than 1,600 people, 
members of the Federation of 
Socialist Workers. 

“Unlike the federation’s 
socialist plot without link* wife 
North Korea, this group’s move- 
ment is directly connected with 
the North.” an NSP official said 
in a telephone interview. 

The investigations of the two 
groups have shown there are 40 
separate underground revolu- 
tionary groups split into two 
main factions, with a mcm- 


ques Poos after Jan. l. 

But Santer warned that the 
“room for manoeuvre is very 
limited” m the Gulf and new EC 
initiatives will fully depend on 
the 12 member states acting in 
unison. 

“We have to stick to interna- 
tional solidarity and cement it 
further,” be said. 

However, Luxembourg will be 
less inhibited in pushing for re- 
forms within the EC. 

As a small nation. Luxem- 
bourg has reaped the fruits of 
growing integration and says the 
only way forward is increased 
unity — even at the cost of 
national independence. This pits 
it against Britain, which has al- 
ways fought strongly to keep a 
large measure of sovereignty. 

"What is the use of sovereign- 
ty when you are isolated.” San- 
ter said. “You have to share it.” 

During Luxembourg’s six 
months, a lot of energy will be 
spent on two intergovernmental 
conferences — one on economic 
and monetary union , the other 
on political union — to pave the 
way for a more unified Europe. 
The presidency holds consider- 
able sway over the proceedings. 
One of Santer’s first tasks wiO be 
to rally the 12 finance' ministers 
behind a plan to merge the 
member states' monetary poli- 
cies — a prerequisite for further 
union. Now, disarray reigns on 
bow fast this should be achieved, 
and some countries want to bold 


stamp in it .” 

“I really don’t understand 
what’s the matter with them,” he 
said, as Sophie wept at his side. 
“It seems to me a very unusual 
way of doing things.” 

Danielle Mafllefer, a spokes- 
woman for Michael, said Roma- 
nian Premier Petre Roman 
“strongly advised him not to 
come, but did not give a firm yes 
or no. ” She said Michael “felt he 
has a role to play in Romania,” 
and so decided to ignore Ro- 
man’s advice. 

Around 3 a.m. (0100 GMT), 
the two jeeps were taken to the 
tunway after a spokesman for 
the royal family said Michael’s 
position was that he would “not 
leave by any plane other than his 
own except by force.” 

About 50 soldiers were sum- 
moned to the scene to block 
access to the runway. 

At 5.40 a.m.. (0340 GMT) a 
Soviet-made Antonov-24 milit- 
ary plane took off for Switzer- 
land with the entourage aboard, 
airport officials said. 

The former king ruled Roma- 
nia twice for short periods. He 
first succeeded bis grandfather 
Ferdinand in 1927 as Michael I, 
after his father, Carol, was ex- 
cluded from the succession. 

Carol acceded to the throne in 
1930 and ruled for 10 years. 
Michael was then crowned again 
and reigned until he was forced 
to abdicate wben the Commun- 
ists took power in 1947. 

During World War H, he' 
ruled briefly under Gen. Ion 
Anton escu who was allied with 
the axis by Nazi Germany. 
Michael is seen as important in 
the 1944 coup that removed 
Antonescu, allowing Romania 
to change rides and support the 
allies. He helped install a gov- 
ernment with a token Commun- 
ist presence. The Communists 
rigged elections in 1947 and 
forced Michael to abdicate. 


bership of at least 10,000 people, 
the NSP said. __ 

The 31 indicted Wednesday 
'include Song-Suk, Chon- 
daehyop’s leader now awaiting 
trial in jail, and eight others 
arrested by local police on Nov. 
21 . 

They have all been charged 
with violating the national secur- 
ity law, which prescribes heavy 
penalties, including death, for 
pro-Communist activities. 

A Chondaehyop spokesman 
strongly criticised the NSP’s 
accusations as groundless, 
saying: “The announcement is 
totally distorted and fabricated. 
Our group has no connection 
with any other external forces.” 

“North Korea? Of course not. 
We just work towards our even- 
tual goal of reunifying, the Ko- 
rean peninsula of bur own will,” 
he said in a telephone interview. 

The widely-feared security 
agency is accused by dissidents 
and opposition leaders of abus- 
ing the security law to crack 
down on political dissent. They 
say the NSP conveniently uncov- 
ers a socialist plot whenever 
there is a political crisis. 


presidency 

up the process. Santer said. 

Santer said there are no real 
.alternatives to speedy progress 
on monetary union. 

“Some are chilly” toward the 
idea of further monetary integra- 
tion, he acknowledged. “But 
there is jusr no other way 
ahead.” 

Santer is more vague regard- 
ing political union. Calls for an 
independent EC defence orga- 
nisation were not realistic, he 
said, and it remained "essential 
that we keep a partnership with 
the United States” within the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion. 

The partnership with 
Washington has been strained in 
global trade, where the EC and 
United States are at odds over 
the amount of subsidies fanners 
should get. The EC has resisted 
U.S. proposals that it reduce 
internal price supports and ex- 
port subsidies for fanners. 

The agricultural dispute 
blocked an agreement in world 
trade talks held in Brussels, Bel- 
gium earlier this month.’ The 
™ks lire to resume in Geneva 
next month. 

Santer, stressing the progress 
that has been made in the other 
14 seaore covered by the trade 
talks, said fanning should not 
block an overall accord. He 
argued in favour of a final deal 
that, if need be. excludes agri- 
culture. ^ 


Chinese remember Mao, 
not always respectfully 

PEKING (Agencies) — The line was mercifully short Wednesday 
as a bitter wind whipped around the Mao Tse-Tung Memorial 
Hall, where the late Communist revolutionary’s body lies under 
glass. 

Even on Mao's birthday, few ordinary Chinese seem interested 
in remembering their former leader, who died 14 years ago. 

When they do remember, it’s often not respectfully. There's a 
joke that says senior leader Deng Xiaoping, seeking advice, 
’telephoned the late Premier Chou-En-Lai in heaven and Mao in 
bell. 

When Deng got the bill, there was a huge charge for the 
long-distance call to heaven but no cbajge for calling Mao. “Local 
- calls are free,” the operator explained. 

Other jokes make fun of Mao's infatuation in the 1930s with the 
B-movie actress Jiang Qing, for whom he divorced his wife. He 
married Jiang, who became the screeching, violence-inciting 
policewoman of the arts during the 1966-76 radical Cultural 
Revolution. 

The civil strife and economic devastation of the Cultural 
Revolution remain the main blight on Mao's image as leader of 
the Communist struggle against imperialism and founder of what 
is officially called new China. 

During the reformist 19805. Mao's heirs to power were too busy 
dismantling his farming communes and rebuilding the legal 
structures he destroyed to spend much time commemorating him. 

But since the party — widely nicknamed the “old men’s party” 
for its preponderance of leaders aged 70 and above — was 
challenged by huge pro-democracy demonstrations last year, Mao 
bas made a bit of a comeback in official circles. 

Conservatives who blame Deng for slackening social discipline 
have quoted Mao as a weapon in internal power struggles. Deng's 
supporters, instead, portray him as developing “Mac Tse-Tung 
thought.” 

The battle continued Wednesday as the party newspaper 
People’s Daily led its front page with an essay by retired 
conservative Bo Yibo, 82. Bo urged more efforts to propagate 
Mao Tse-Tung thought as a sacred historical mission, and 
pointedly omitted any mention of Deng as Mao's successor. 

Activities to mark the birthday were more numerous than in 
recent years, and included performances of Mao's poetry set to 
music and scholarly forums on Mao thought. 

The People's Daily said a new book has been published 
compiling remarks by Mao that could apply to the recent collapse 
of socialism in other countries, reflecting the party's position that 
his ideas remain a living, relevant force. 

At the Mao memorial in Tiananmen Square, however, there 
was nothing to ma rk the day as different from any other. 

“Line np four across,” a museum guard barked at Chinese 
visitors, most speaking in out-of-town accents, who waited to 
enter at mid-morning. They filed through in groups of about 50. 
one group every five urinates or so, many ignoring the sign ac the 
door that advised, “please take off your hat." 

Guards allowed* visitors tittle time to pay respects to Mao. who 
lies under a national flag in a glass coffin. Only his free, 
prete i naturally pink and shiny, is exposed. Visitors were ushered 
along the sides of the room, separated from the coffin by at least 
10 feet (3 metres) of space and large, dear plastic partitions. 

Memorial officials said attendance for the day was about 
17,000. but the figure seemed exaggerated. Souvenir vendors 
outside, selling plastic tbermometres bearing Mao’s picture and 
Mao Tse-Tung Memorial Hall chopstick sets, say daily attendance 
is generally under 5.000. 

The memorial was dosed for most of 1989, ostensibly so that 
the building could be repaired. However, a Westerner who first 
saw Mao’s body several years ago said it appeared repairs also 
were made to Mao. giving a more plastic look. 

Officials said Mao's one surviving son, one of two daughters 
and three grandchildren visited the memorial and brought flower 
wreaths, as they do each year. Ordinary visitors were not allowed 
to see the family, who are rarely mentioned in the official media. 

It was not known if Mao’s widow, Jiang, now 74 and believed 
still in prison, marked the day in any way. 

Filming recently began in Peking of yet another movie about 
Mao. following several similar war-era epics last year. The new 
movie, about the death of a son in the Korean War, will try to 
show a new side of the Stem leader, his human free and love for 
his family, the studio said. 

Another side, indeed. A scene shot in the ballroom of the 
historic Peking Hotel bad Mao and several dozen aides, all in 
their 50s and 60s, fox-trotting with a host of pigtailed teen-age 
girls. Jiang was not there. 

Meanwhile China’s reclusive senior leader. Deng, whose long 
absence from public view has fuelled speculation about bis health, 
was officially reported to have cast his vote in local elections 
Wednesday. 

“Braving a chilly winter wind, the 86-year-old Deng, wearing a 
dark grey suit, walked vigorously to the polling centre." the New 
China News Agency said- 

Deng marked his ballot paper inside Zhongnanhai. the 
guarded, vermilion-walled compound in central Peking that 
encloses the Communist Party and government headquarters. 

Deng voted with a “beaming smile on has face,” the agency 
said. Foreign journalists were not present. 

The report appeared aimed at dismissing rumours that Deng, 
who last made an appearance in July, was seriously ifl and in. 
hospital. 


Tiny Luxembourg faces huge task of EC 




South Korea indicts 31 people 
for plot to overthrow government 



Heston: Epic films 
will be obsolete 


NEW YORK (AP) — - Actor 
Chariton Heston predicts that 
epic films like Ben Hur or Lawr- 
ence Of Arabia will soon be as 
obsolete as silent movies. The 
movie, “Honey. I Shrank The 
Kids cost more than Ben Hur. so 
that means they don’t make 
movies like that,” Heston said in 
an interview this week on the 
syndicated television show Per- 
sonalities. “They will never 
make a Lawrence Of Arabia 
again. They will never make 
Bridge On The River Kwai 
again, which is too bad,” Heston 
said. “But we got to make those 
movies and Fm glad we did. 
“People make fewer films now,” 
Heston said. Heston, 67. also 
decried the high price of a movie 
ticket. ‘You know, I just found 
out — because I get into a lot of 
movies for free — that they’re 
charging $7 to go to a movie in 
Los Angeles now. Now, that’s 
terrible." Heston won an Aca- 
demy Award for his role as 
Jndah Ben Hur. The film, about 
Roman rivalries in Jesus' day, is 
known for an 11-minute chariot 
race that Heston has said is the 
greatest action sequence ever 
filmed. 


Iglesias ‘knows 
his limitations’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Singer 
Julio Iglesias says he knows his 
‘limitations and that means his 
world is on a sound stage, not a 
movie set. Iglesias said he de- 
rided not to pursue an acting 
career because “T am the worst 
actor on earth,” the singer con- 
fessed in an 1 interview on The 
Joan Rivers Show. “I did a film 
20 years ago and when I saw the 
film again, I felt guilty and 
embarrassed,” he said. “I need 
to sing,” Iglesias told Rivers, but 
“I don’t need to spend two hours 
ringing in a movie.” Iglesias 
admits he would “love to do that 
— it’s such a nice situation to be 
an actor,” but he says, “I can’t 
make it” 


Goodfellas named 
best film by 
New York critics 
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NEW YORK (AP) — The mafia 
film Goodfellas, its director, Mar- 
tin Scorsese; and its co-star. 
Robert De Niro, have won top 
awards from the New York film 
critics. Goodfellas, based on 
Nicholas Pfleggi’s book Wisegny 
about a hood named Henry Hill 
who turns on his former pals and 
joins the federal witness protec- 
tion programme, was named 
Best Movie of the Year by the 
group, comprising 28 critics for 
New York-based publications. 
Scorsese was named Best Direc- 
tor for Goodfellas. De Niro was 
named best actor for his work in 
that film and in Awakenings, in 
which he plays a coma patient 
who awakens years later. Ruth 
Prawer Jhabvala won for Best 
Screenplay for Mr. and Mrs. 
Bridge, the story of an affluent 
mid- America family starring 
Paul Newman and Joanne 
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plays Mrs. Bridge m the film, 
was named Best Actress. -The 


Best Supporting Actress award 
went to Jennifer Jason Leigh for 
Miami Blues and Last Exit to 
Brooklyn, a harsh and startling 
look at the Brooklyn waterfront 
during the 1950s. Bruce Davison 
of Longtime Companion, a 
poignant portrait of a group of 
homosexual friends living 
through the AIDS crisis, won 
the award for Best Supporting 
Actor. The critics gave an award 
for best first film, to Whit Still- 
man, director of Metropolitan, 
about the existential meander- ■ 
ings of Park Avenue preppies. 
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Actor ‘did not* 
rob his driver 


CHICAGO (AP) — Patrick Lfl- 
ley, the actor who played Eddie 
Minister in the 1960s television 
series, The Monsters, has 
pl eaded innocent to charg e* that 
he robbed his limousine driver 
owade a sub urban gas station! 
lilley, 37, of; Gardenia, Calif or:" 
raa, entered the plea before- 
Dupage County c nc x iit Judge; 
Edward Kowal. The actor and? 
John PI Solti van, 32, of Chicago^ 
were in a rented limousine off- 
Nov. 2 when they allegedly rob*.? 
bed the driver of $140, author- : 
ities said. Lifley, who used the: 
stage name Butch Patrick in the 
hit televiaon series, was in the- 
Chicago area malting appear- 
ances at hailoween parties. 
Police said no weapons were 
involved in the robbery. Sullivan 
also has pleaded innocent 
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